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Abstract 
Jamia Millia Islamia, a historical institution, acquires great 
significance for being one of the most important educational institutions 
which were established during the course of freedom struggle in India. It 
was founded in Aligarh as 'National Muslim University' during the 
progress of the Khilafat Non-Cooperation Movement 
The foundation of Jamia in Aligarh on 29"^  October 1920 in the 
university Mosque took India by surprise as the first Non-Cooperation 
upheaval in the arena of education was among the students 
ofMuhammadan Anglo Oriental College of Syed Ahmad Khan , a well 
known loyalist institution of Aligarh, in response to the call of Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi to boycott the Government aided and controlled 
educational institutions and law courts soon after the Non-cooperation 
resolution were passed by the Non-cooperation committee of the All 
India Khilafat Conference and by the special session of the Indian 
National Congress held in Calcutta on September 4"" 1920 under the 
presidency of Lala Lajpat Rai. 
The notion to bring education to the fore front of national politics 
received attention of M.K. Gandhi owing to the historical fact that the 
English educated Indians remained by and large loyal to the 
British during the revolt of 1857 and the Colonial Government 
found it imperative to stress upon the British sponsored 
Educational Programme with English as the medium of instruction 
for the very purpose of providing sustenance to the British Rule. 
Gandhi wanted to weaken this strength of the British rule; 
therefore, he made tremendous efforts to provide national 
perspective to education, in which he succeeded by including the 
boycott of British education on the agenda of Khilafat Non-
Cooperation Movement. 
The spectacular success of this endeavour was the emergence of 
Jamia Millia Islamia. The institution, popularly known as Lusty Child of 
Non- Cooperation Movement of 1920, played an important political role 
in India's struggle for independence from its inception and received an 
active support from nationalist leaders like Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi, Mohamed Ali, Ajmal Khan, Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari, Abul 
Kalam Azad, Abdul Majid Khwaja and Zakir Husain, a detailed 
historical inquiry of its origins, the nature of its political and educational 
achievements, as well as the social back ground of those individuals who 
either managed the institution or were on its rolls becomes a valid 
objective for the present study. 
Moreover, Jamia as an example of India's composite culture 
attracts significant attention for looking into the aspects of plurality 
witnessed in the life of Jamia where Muslims and Hindus of diverse 
regional and cultural background worked together to shape the academic 
and political life of Jamia. A study of their achievements and 
contributions in building a modem Indian nation through this particular 
medium adds significant perspective for any comprehensive 
understanding of the inter-relationship between ideologies, individuals 
and institutions. 
The present work provides a comprehensive introduction of the 
study undertaken with an outline of all major dimensions of the historical 
research about Jamia Millia Islamia. 
The first chapter of the present study explores the genesis of Jamia 
Millia Islamia and the historical developments leading up to its 
establishment in 1920. It explains the existing structure and functioning 
of M.A.O. College prior to the Non-Cooperation Movement and 
subsequently the nature and extent of emergence of nationalist feelings 
among the students of a loyalist institution which appeared to be a 
unique phenomenon. 
The second chapter discusses the immediate developments 
after the establishment of 'National Muslim University'. It also 
provides a brief profile of the nationalist Muslim leaders who were 
instrumental in the establishment of Jamia with the support of M. 
K. Gandhi. It further discusses the financial constraints imposed 
upon the institution in the wake of the collapse of the 
KhilafatNon-Cooperation Movement, which reached a point of 
crisis in 1925 and led to the transfer of Jamia from Aligarh to 
Delhi. 
The third chapter discusses the process of formulation of 
Jamia's educational policy. It also includes the courses of study, 
which were taught in the formative years ofJamia.it looks into the 
educational aspects in the light of Jamia's guiding principles 
which were adhering the philosophy of education that was in 
keeping with national characteristics and in consonance with the 
spirit of Islam. 
The fourth chapter offers a detailed analysis of the 
educational and political life of Jamia in the wake of its acquiring 
the identity of being an immigrant university which was a rare 
phenomenon in the educational world. March 1925 saw the transfer 
of Jamia Millia Islamia from Aligarh to Delhi. This was owing to 
the inability of Jamia to carry on its activities in Aligarh following 
to the paucity of fund and indifference of Mohamed Ali, the 
founder of Jamia. 
The fifth chapter has provided an intensive study of Jamia in 
the imperial city of Delhi in the wake of its first few years of 
rebuilding and taking a proper shape of a university. With the 
launch of the civil disobedience movement, again the time of 
hardships surfaced for nationalist forces. Chapter five further 
explores Jamia's journey through the tumultuous phase o^freedom 
struggle which witnessed the destruction and enormous loss of life 
in the name of the partition of the country. This phase largely 
constituted the political developments from early forties to the 
momentous day of Aug 15"^  1947. 
The conclusion of the present work historically explains the 
political, social and educational significance of Jamia Millia 
Islamia. The study interprets the institution as a significantly 
different entity among all the existing institution of learning 
during the first half of the 20^ '^  Century. This claim is substantiated 
by the thoughts expressed by Gandhi, specifically terming it as 
oasis in the Sahara. 
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Introduction 
The Indian national movement, one of the greatest mass 
movements in the world history, came across a variety of changes 
in the course of its struggle for freedom from colonial rule. A major 
development took place in 1920 in the shape of the participation of 
Indian masses across the entire India, the likes of which had not 
been witnessed earlier. The structure of the political course was 
reshaped with the inclusion of new modes of protests and boycotts 
in the backdrop of the unprecedented Hindu Muslim unified efforts 
to dislodge the British from India. 
This unity and a combined and well organised approach was 
well anticipated by the Government as in the preceding years, the 
introduction of Rowlett Bill was to be a powerful tool for them to 
ruthlessly suppress a mass movement. 
The episodes of the advent of the participation of masses in 
the national movement contain in its fold the history of an 
institution which was the first national university in British India. 
The institution had been founded as one of the foremost 
initiatives to emancipate Indian education from colonial control. 
The architects of Jamia were those Muslims, with remarkable 
support of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, who adhered the view to 
be good Muslims and at the same time nationalist Indians. 
Considerable scholarly interest has been shown in India and 
abroad over the nature of Muslim politics during the course of the 
national movement. In most studies, the focal point of attention has 
been the role of Muslims in the anti-colonial struggle and the 
factors that lay behind Muslim separatism. The nationalist stream 
of the Muslim politics too has been studied in some detail by 
historians and political scientists. What has perhaps been less 
stressed is the role of educational institutions in shaping the 
structure of politics during the days of the anti-colonial struggle. 
The present study is aimed to provide a perspective to the Muslim 
politics in this era by looking at the emergence and working of an 
educational institution, which was established by the nationalist 
Muslim leaders. 
Among the factors underlying the creation of the Indian 
Muslim political constituency, an important role was played by the 
Muslim educational institutions. This has been recognised in recent 
studies on the nature, functioning and the ideological and social 
background of the leading Muslim educational institutions that 
survived or came into existence during the colonial period. The 
Aligarh school has been subjected to an in-depth analysis by David 
Lelyveld and S.M. Bhatnagar. The Deoband School has been 
studied by Barbara Metcalf and Z. H. Faruqui and the Firangi 
Mahal by Francis Robison. Besides one notices in the writings of 
Mushirul Hasan and Gail Minauh, a comparative approach towards 
an understanding of these major Muslim educational institutions. In 
view of the general agreement among historians that Muslim 
educational institutions did have a significant role to play in the 
development of the Muslim political consciousness, it is striking to 
note that one such institution- Jamia Millia Islamia- has not been 
accorded the attention it deserves. The political significance of 
Jamia Millia Islamia has been discussed in the works of Mushirul 
Hasan on Muslim politics during the freedom struggle and some 
descriptive works on Jamia Millia Islamia such as those of S. M. 
Tonki, Shan Muhammad and Masroor Hashmi are indeed available. 
These are of general nature and leave a scope for in depth historical 
analysis. 
Jamia Millia Islamia came into being as a 'National 
University' during the progress of the Non-Cooperation Movement 
of 1920 at the Mohammadan Anglo Oriental College, Aligarh. The 
M.A.O. College, established by Syed Ahmad Khan, was well 
known for being loyal to the British Government. The M.A.O. 
College was dominated by loyalist Muslims who mainly belonged 
to the upper stratum of the community, which comprised, inter-alia, 
the nawabs, jagirdars and zamindars. In such a setup, the 
emergence of nationalism as an ideology and the foundation of a 
'Nationalist' Muslim university are indicative of a socio-political 
change in the Muslim community. This change was largely the 
outcome of an unprecedented joint effort made by the Indians, 
Hindus and the Muslims, to oppose the British rule in the wake of 
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and Khilafat-wrongs which led the 
Indian National Congress and the Central Khilafat Committee to 
give the call for Non-Cooperation to the British Government under 
the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi and Ali Brothers. The call for 
Non-Cooperation received overwhelming response from both the 
communities. The boycott of government aided and controlled 
educational institutions, as envisaged in the Non-Cooperation plan, 
drew the attention of the nationalist Muslim leaders towards 
Mohammadan Anglo Oriental College. The gospel of nationalism 
preached by Mahatma Gandhi and AH Brothers on the premises of 
the college aroused strong anti-British feelings among the members 
of the college and culminated in the establishment of a 'National 
Muslim University' or Jamia Millia Islamia. 
The movement for a nationalist institution was led by the 
Muslim middle class predominantly the intelligentsia, which 
believed in secular ideals. The nationalist trend in the Muslim 
middle class which in course of time produced a number of 
nationalist Muslims, thus, owed its origin, to a large measure, to 
the leadership emerging out of the M.A.O. College of which Jamia 
Millia Islamia was an offshoot. 
Since Jamia played an important political role in India's 
struggle for independence from its inception and received an active 
support from nationalist leaders like Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi, Mohamed Ali, Ajmal Khan, Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari, Abul 
Kalam Azad, Abdul Majid Khwaja and Zakir Husain, a detailed 
analysis of its origins, the nature of its political and educational 
achievements, as well as the social back ground of those 
individuals who either managed the institution or were on its rolls 
becomes a valid objective for historical enquiry. Equally important 
is the study of the extent to which it influenced Muslims of diverse 
regional and cultural background. Apart from this, a large number 
of Hindus and people of other communities worked to shape the 
academic and political life of Jamia. A study of their achievements 
and contributions in building a modern Indian nation through this 
particular medium is equally significant for any comprehensive 
understanding of the inter relationship between ideologies, 
individuals and institutions. 
The first chapter of the present study traces the genesis of 
Jamia Millia Islamia and charts the historical developments leading 
up to its establishment in 1920. A precise understanding of the 
structure and functioning of M.A.O. College prior to the Non-
Cooperation Movement is required to comprehend those underlying 
factors which strengthened nationalist feelings among the students 
of a loyalist institution where an unquestioning belief in the 
permanency of the British rule was a pre-requisite to obtaining 
educational instructions. 
Ever since the Indian National Congress appealed to them to 
participate in the freedom struggle by giving up their studies in 
state institutions the Non-Cooperation Movement had a tremendous 
impact on the minds of the student. The first call of boycott was 
given at the M.A.O. College during the visit of Mahatma Gandhi 
and other nationalist leaders. The choice of the loyalist to launch an 
appeal for boycott is indicative of the presence a strong 
undercurrent of nationalism in the college and the political 
anticipation of Gandhi and other leaders. The call to boycott state 
sponsored education needs further elaboration in terms of the 
alternative arrangements for those who opted out since the option 
was to join national institutions only, which were yet to be 
established. In such a situation, the emergence of Non-Cooperation 
at M.A.O. College was rather challenging since the college was a 
stronghold of pro-government forces which had successfully 
resisted all such attempts by the nationalist leaders associated with 
the Aligarh Movement in the past. During the progress of the Non-
Cooperation a concrete approach emerged from within the student 
community to counter the resistance of the loyalists, which 
included a notion of an ahernative institution in case the college 
failed to be converted into a nationalist one. This idea of a separate 
institution proved to be the pivot around which revolved the entire 
movement. Chapter one also deals with the developments which 
finally led the M.A.O. College to receive the charter of a university 
and the foundation of Aligarh Muslim University amidst the Non-
Cooperation. 
The second chapter begins with the contention that the newly 
born 'National Muslim University' was the successful culmination 
of the Aligarh chapter of the Non-Cooperation Movement. It offers 
a brief profile of the nationalist Muslim leaders who were 
instrumental in the establishment of Jamia with the support of 
Mahatma Gandhi, in the back ground of a very uncertain phase in 
the survival of Jamia between 1920 and 1925. It discusses the 
financial constraints imposed upon the institution'in the wake of 
the collapse of the Khilafat Non-Cooperation Movement, which 
reached a point of crisis in 1925 and led to its transfer from Aligarh 
to Delhi. 
Besides, the existence of a Government controlled university 
in close vicinity, always remained a source of insecurity for Jamia 
as the nationalist institution was being run with a very poor 
infrastructure and highly inadequate resources for its maintenance. 
The crisis reached such a flash point where the institution needed to 
be rescued by its transfer to Delhi in 1925. 
The third chapter seeks to study the process of formulation of 
Jarnia's educational policy. It also includes the courses of study, 
which were to be taught in the formative years of Jamia. Since the 
raison d'etre of Jamia Millia was to evolve a philosophy of 
education which would be in keeping with national characteristics 
and in consonance with the spirit of Islam. Established on such 
noble foundations, Jarnia's immediate concern was to formulate an 
education policy, which could familiarise the youth with their own 
cultural heritage without rejecting what was true and useful in the 
culture of others. In other words, it was required to evolve an 
organic synthesis of traditional and modern education in its 
curriculum. Besides, it needed to sketch an educational pattern 
which a youth of nationalist leading could find compatible with his 
ideological persuasions. 
Moreover, this chapter also intends to look into the 
educational life of early years in Jamia which was to be based on 
the evolved philosophy of education formulated by the political 
leaders and educationists among the proponents of independent 
Indian nation. 
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The fourth chapter of the present work intends to study the 
educational and political life of Jamia in the wake of its acquiring 
the identity of being an immigrant university, a rare phenomenon in 
the educational world, following its transfer to Delhi. Marchl925 
saw the transfer of Jamia Millia Islamia from Aligarh to Delhi. This 
was owing to the inability of Jamia to carry on its activities in 
Aligarh mainly due to the paucity of fund and indifference of 
Mohamed Ali in carrying on the institution. Its transfer to Delhi led 
the institution to go through the process of infrastructural re-
establishment which was by every means a rather more difficult 
task for an institution being run against the wishes of the Raj. 
However, Gandhi's assurance to Ajmal Khan and Mukhtar Ahmad 
Ansari for the fulfilment of the financial need of the institution had 
been the only ray of hope for the survival of Jamia. Another 
consolation to the decision of the transfer of Jamia to Delhi was the 
expected arrival of Zakir Husain, Abid Husain and Muhammad 
Mujeeb from Germany to join Jamia as teaching members. 
The fifth chapter provides an intensive study of Jamia in the 
imperial city of Delhi in the wake of its first few years of 
rebuilding and taking a proper shape of a university which has been 
discussed in the previous chapter. With the launch of the civil 
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disobedience movement, again the time of hardships surfaced for 
nationalist forces. Jamia which had come into being in a political 
movement in 1920 and had managed to survive a decade since then, 
anticipated a spate of hostility by the Government of India for its 
very nature of a pioneer nationalist educational institution 
patronised by Gandhi, Nehru, Ansari, Khwaja and Azad, The 
institution was being run by Zakir Husain who had made a resolve 
in Germany to devote his life for the cause of Jamia. The name of 
Zakir Husain became a synonym for Jamia and one who took a 
great sigh of relief was Gandhi as the institution appeared to be in 
safe hands. Jamia, despite all hindrances, was enteringan era of 
some stability and progress. Intellectuals from abroad poured in, 
especially Helide Edib, when they found that an alternative to 
colonial pattern of education existedin India. The accounts of their 
experience enriched the available sources for an appraisal of the 
ground realities and the level of development in Jamia. 
Provincial Assembly elections under the Act of 1935, held in 
1937 brought about a favourable atmosphere for rethinking the 
existing structure of education in India following the emergence of 
Indian National Congress as largest party which was to form 
government in seven provinces out of eleven. This was the time 
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when Wardha scheme for basic education came up as the first 
consolidated step regarding educational structure for Indian society 
as a whole. This chapter is also to make an assessment of how 
Jamia and its people figured in this entire episode. 
Chapter five further explores Jamia's journey through the 
tumultuous phase oifreedom struggle which saw the destruction of 
the social fabric of Indian society. This phase largely constituted 
the political developments from early forties to the momentous day 
of Aug 15*^1947. Jamia, a lusty child of Non-Cooperation 
Movement, as termed by Jawaharlal Nehru, founded at the time of 
an exemplary height of Hindu-Muslim unity, witnessed this notion 
losing its sheen with the demand for a separate homeland for 
Muslims during the 1940's while the very existence of Jamia 
revolved around inter-communal harmony, togetherness and social 
and cultural integration. The concept of Muslim separatism gained 
momentum in the wake of Congress-League rift and Jamia came 
across the strong hostility of Muslim League for its proximity with 
the Indian National Congress and Wardha Scheme of Basic 
Education, a joint endeavour of Gandhi and Zakir Husain to 
educate the Indian masses through an educational system which 
should be national in name, spirit and content. Jamia was termed an 
13 
educational enterprise of anti-Muslim activities and Zakir Husain 
was blamed to make it a Hindu strono-hold. 
^to' 
This study examines this changed scenario and the efforts in 
Jamia Millia Islamia to survive and retain its ideals in such a 
precarious political atmosphere.The independence became a reality 
after the stormy days and it was the communal riots which engulfed 
Delhi soon after. Jamia came across the fury of the violent mobs 
and lost its properties and some tragedies occurred, yet it stood 
firm with the support of its mentor and benefactor Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi. 
Finally, this work tries to explain the nature, context and 
developments of the nationalist educational awakening of 1920 in 
India which shaped itself in the form of an institution called Jamia 
Millia Islamia. With enormously rich historical background, the 
university suggests to be a subject of intensive study as it could 
offer some important dimensions in the history of Indian 
nationalism. In 1920s, India experienced the political urge of a 
harmonious nationhood. Among the Muslims, the concept of being 
true nationalist without affecting their religious outlook was 
interpreted in such a way that an unprecedented number of Muslims 
14 
found themselves amidst the national struggle for freedom under 
the leadership of Gandhi and AH brothers. The influence of Jamia 
in creating this atmosphere and its role in the sustenance of 
pluralistic society requires a sustained analysis in the present work. 
One also needs to look into the fate of this new dimension of 
boycotting British education and establishing nationalist 
institutions by Gandhi and Ali brothers across the length and 
breadth of India which mainly included regionslike Madras, 
Bombay, Punjab, Gujarat, Bengal, Bihar and United 
Provinces.Studying the effect of this particular struggle on Jamia 
vis-a-vis the possibility of the struggle to keep up for a substantial 
duration or losing the momentum very shortly which could result in 
the closure of the institution, would be historically significant. 
Furthermore, the study intends to proceed with an insight on 
the factors playing significant roles in the actual life of the 
institution throughout the period of mass involvement in politics, 
tremendous nationalist fervour, communal discords, partition 
trauma and an independent India which could be studied with the 
journey of the present work of studying Jamia from Khilafat Non-
Cooperation Movement of 1920 to the attainment of 
independence.The freedom marks the concluding year as 1947 was 
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to witness the shaping of education in the light of various thoughts 
and concepts of national education which the nationalists evolved 
during the national movement with Jamia Millia Islamia as the 
heritage of that struggle. 
Chapter One 
History of a National University: Jamia Millia Islamia 
Chapter One 
History of a National University: Jamia Millia Islamia 
[1.1] Genesis of an Educational Awakening at Aligarh 
The struggle for freedom in British India entered its most 
crucial phase in 1920 when it brought in an exceedingly large 
number of Indian masses into its fold. The unprecedented 
nationalistic fervour spread among various social groups with 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi emerging as the most powerful 
leader to confront colonialism. It was the time when the Non-
Cooperation Movement was launched, jointly by the Indian 
National Congress and the Khilafat Committee, which galvanised 
nearly the entire subcontinent. The movement symbolised a 
combined effort launched by the Hindus and the Muslims against 
the British rule the like of which had not been noticed before, ?nd 
the most spectacular achievement of this common endeavour was 
the establishment of a 'National Muslim University' or Jamia 
Millia Islamia at Aligarh. 
The year 1920 was marked as an eventful year in the history 
of Aligarh. Reports of the British Government described the Non -
Cooperation episode as a determined effort of nationalist 
politicians to make the M.A.O. College one of the chief seats of 
national education, though it was subsequently called a failed 
nationalist attempt.^ 
It is an interesting paradox that the first appeal to boycott 
Government controlled educational institutions,2 as envisaged in 
the Non-Cooperation programme, was made at the Muhammadan 
Anglo Oriental (M.A.O.) College, the raison detre of which was 
the educational uplift of the Indian Muslims through an Anglo-
Muslim alliance. This was an outcome essentially of a change in 
attitudes and perceptions which accompanied the Non-Cooperation 
Movement and which culminated, after the arrival of the Non-
Cooperation leaders, such as M.K. Gandhi and AH Brothers, on the 
scene, in the establishment of a 'National Educational Institution'. 
^Report on the Administration of the United Provinces of Agra andOudh 1920-21, (Allahabad, 
1922). P-xiii. 
2 The Indian Annual Register, ed. H. N. Mitra (Calcutta, 1921), p. 121. ( hereafter cited as Indian 
AnnualRegister,\92]). URL:http://oudl.osmania.ac.in/handle/OUDL/10402 
The political efforts of Syed Ahmad Khan to keep the 
Muslims out of the national movement were well maintained by the 
Muhammadan Anglo Oriental (M. A. 0.) College of Aligarh which 
he established in 1875. The M. A. 0. College, from its inception, 
restricted the students to only one kind of political activity that of 
supporting the British rule in India. The intention behind this 
policy was to defend the notion that only Anglo-Muslim co-
ordination could ensure a bright future for the Muslims of India 
and, that loyalty towards the British regime was an essential pre-
4 
condition for the survival of this institution. The political and 
ideological basis of the college, as enunciated by Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan, remained firmly in place till the second decade of the 
twentieth century mainly due to the dominant presence of the pro-
British elements both in the management and on the faculty. 
A wind of change was, however, blowing and the first quarter of 
the twentieth century witnessed an undercurrent of nationalist fervour 
among the students of the Muhammadan Anglo Oriental (M. A. 0.) 
College under the influence of a core group of prominent Muslims 
^S. K. Bhatnagar, History of the M. A. O. College Aligarh, (Bombay, 1969), p.l. (hereafter cited as 
Bhatnagar, History ofM. A. 0. College) 
^ Mushirul Hasan, A Nationalist Conscience, M. A. Ansari, The Congress and the Raj, (Delhi, 
1987)., p. 97. (hereafter cited as Hasan, A Nationalist Conscience) 
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such as Maulana Mohamed AH and Maulana Shaukat Ali, popularly 
known as the Ali Brothers, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad 
Ansari and Hasrat Mohani. These individuals had risen to the status of 
national leaders while representing simultaneously the nationalist 
group within the College in their capacity as alumni and trustees. The 
College, nevertheless, remained a stronghold of the loyalist forces 
since the board of trustees was packed with those who continued to 
pursue the Syed Ahmad Khan's political ideology. In one significant 
area, the influence of Syed Ahmad Khan's thoughts and the 
predominance of the loyalist group failed to fulfil a long standing 
objective. This was the transformation of the College into a Muslim 
University for which an initiative was taken as far back as 1898 soon 
after Syed Ahmad Khan's demise.with the establishment of the Sir 
Syed Memorial Fund. The campaign, led by Syed Muhammad Ali, the 
Honorary Secretary, andZiauddin Ahmad, the principal of the college, 
met with very little success till 1920 despite an agreement among the 
loyalists for accepting the terms laid out by the Government on the 
status of the University. Syed Muhammad Ali was the grand nephew 
of Sir Syed and received his early education under his personal care. 
^Gail Minault and David Lelyveld, 'The Campaign for a Muslim University', Modern Asian 
Studies, vol. 8, 1974, p.l47. (hereafter. The Campaign for a Muslim University) 
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Ziauddin Ahmad, one of the oldest teachers of the College, became its 
principal in June 1919 after proving his candidature stronger for the 
job than Syed Ahmad Khan's grandson, RossMasood. The Board of 
Trustees consisted of 124 members with a substantial majority of those 
who strongly advocated the traditional character of the institution. 
The year 1920, however, proved a watershed with the 
emergence of a nationalist upsurge during the progress of the Non 
Co-operation movement, which was an unexpected development 
for the pro-Government group. The management of the College 
held on to the firm belief that its policy of alienating students from 
nationalist politics was sound and effective and that, in their 
opinion, there was hardly an incident of any consequence on the 
campus to belie this notion. The presence of such nationalist 
individuals as Ali Brothers, Ajmal Khan, Ansari and Hasrat 
Mohani, and their intervention in the affairs of the institution either 
• 
as office bearers or well-wishers, was largely ignored by a 
management which clearly underestimated their political stature. 
These nationalist Muslim leaders were gradually strengthening 
their ties with the Mahatma Gandhi and working in unison with 
him for bringing the Hindu-Muslim unity to a new height. 
The formal emergence of a nationalist group within the 
College was first sensed by the loyalists when a demand was 
raised, during the campaign to transform the College into a 
university, to keep the proposed University independent of the 
government control. Since the balance of power was heavily 
tipped in favour of the loyalists, the voice of the nationalists 
carried little impact within the establishment although its influence 
on the students, in terms of arousing nationalist sentiments, was 
much greater. The students of the M. A. O. College found a new 
inspiration in the writings of Mohamed Ali in Comrade and the 
7 
emotive poems of Hasrat Mohani. The free circulation of these 
new ideas remained largely unchecked by a complacent 
administration which regarded itself influential enough to counter 
and suppress any upsurge by the student community. 
By May 1920, the freedom struggle was all set to receive 
new levels of intensity in the wake of a unanimous agreement 
between the Khilafatists and Mahatma Gandhi to launch the Non-
Cooperation Movement after the terms of the proposed treaty 
^Jamia Millia Islamia, MukhtasarTarikh Aur Dastoor-ul-Amal. An official history of Jamia Miiiia 
Islamia, published by the Registrar's office on the eve of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of Jamia 
Millia Islamia in 1946. Jamia Millia Islamia Archives ( JMIA), Delhi, p. 20. (hereafter 
MukhtasarTarikh Aur Dastoor-ul-Amal) 
^ Hasan, A Nationalist Conscience, p. 98. 
2? 
between Turkey and the Allied Forces were published in India. It 
came as a rude shock to the Indian Muslims that their demands to 
maintain the integrity of the Muslim states as well as non-
interference into the working of the institution of Caliphate, which 
commanded highest religious prestige in the community, were 
totally ignored in the terms of the treaty. Consequently, the 
treaty was condemned in strongest terms by the Muslims while 
9 
Gandhi described it as a staggering blow to the Indian Musulmans. 
Non-Cooperation was deemed as the only remedy to redress these 
grievances. 
Immediately after the terms of the treaty were revealed, the 
Central Khilafat Committee met at Bombay to announce its 
decision for a non-violent non-cooperation with the British 
government. In July, another Khilafat Conference was held in 
Sindh, which was attended by Gandhi. Deliberations at both these 
meetings were followed up in a special session of the Indian 
National Congress, held at Calcutta in September 1920, in which 
the Non-Cooperation resolution was passed by 1855 votes to 873. 
^ Francis Robinson, Separatism Among Indian Muslims, Delhi, 1993., p-311. 
^The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Publication Division, Government of India, Delhi, 
1967, vol. 18, pp. 426-7. (hereafter cited as CWMG) 
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Gandhi called upon the masses of India to boycott the law 
courts as well as all government aided and controlled educational 
institutions as envisaged in the Non-Co-operation programme: 
The Government uses our schools and colleges to produce 
servants. If we stop this important help to the 
Government it will have no negligible effect. So long as 
we believe that the Government is a beneficent one, we 
need have no shame in helping its schools and preparing 
qualified men for government service. When, however, 
the Government has set itself against the people, to let the 
schools remain under its control is to tighten its 
10 
stronghold... 
Gandhi further emphasized this point while addressing 
student sat Ahmadabad on 28th September!920: 
If all Government schools are left empty I promise that 
you will see the face of India changed within a month. 
Nothing else will have the same impact on the public and 
our rulers as that produced by every student leaving his or 
her school or college forthwith in a day. 
Initially, The Government presumed the clause regarding 
education not to cause much trouble and 'The Times' made a 
very mild reference as a call for gradual withdrawal of children 
from government schools in a detailed narrative on the mischief 
'Olbid.,p. 159. 
"Ibid., p. 297. 
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of Non-Cooperation.'2 it was, however, not the reality, realised 
the Government in the subsequent days. 
[1.2]Gandhi and Non-Cooperation at the M.A.O. 
College, Aligarh. 
The appeal to boycott Government controlled educational 
institutions by Gandhi and the Ali Brothers had a tremendous 
impact on the minds of the students of the M. A. O. College at 
Aligarh. An important reason for this was the prolonged 
suppression of political nationalism by the authorities which 
proved counter productive by bringing to the surface all hidden 
loyalties. A willingness to participate in the Non-Co-operation 
movement was aired frequently in various campus discussions 
leading to a decision by some students to formally request Gandhi 
and the Ali Brothers to visit Aligarh. The purpose of the proposed 
visit was to urge Aligarh students to reject colonial control of their 
mstitution. An opportunity soon arose to put the request before 
the invitees when Gandhi and Ali brothers visited Moradabad to 
^^The Times, 27"^  October 1920, p. 13. 
'^  Abdul Ghaffar Madholi, Jamia Ki Kahani, (Delhi 1965), p. 20. The author of this work was a 
student at the newly established Jamia Millia and later became a distinguished teacher at the 
same institution. Madholi's first hand experience of the Non-Cooperation movement and the 
events leading up to the establishment of Jamia inspired him to write the history of his alma 
mater, (hereafter Madholi, Jamia Ki Kahani) 
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attend a Khilafat Conference (Jalsa) as part of their larger 
programme of touring the country with their political message. A 
few students from Aligarh reached Moradabad with the 
determination of persuading all three leaders to bring their message 
to Aligarh as well. Muhammad Ali received the students with 
warmth and affection and made it clear that it was his own wish 
which the students had in fact come to express and that he would 
be quite happy to bring Gandhi to visit the M. A. O. College in the 
14 
shortest possible time. On their return to Aligarh, the group of 
students, now brimming with confidence, immediately contacted 
the vice-president of the student union, NuruUah, and asked him to 
make proper arrangements for the reception of their distinguished 
guests. 
The expectation of favourable response finally drove the 
nationalist leaders towards the M. A. O. College and on 11th 
October 1920, Gandhi, with the Ali Brothers, Abul Kalam Azad, 
Hakim Ajmal Khan, Swami Satyadev and M. A. Ansari, reached 
Aligarh. They were received by a sizeable number of students at 
'''The account of the students' visit to Moradabad is based on the reminiscences of Irshadul Haq, a 
member of the visiting party, contained in his letter to Saeed Ansari. For excerpts from this letter, 
see Atiq Siddiquee, 'Jamia Ki Kahani Irshadul Haq Ki Zubani', Aaj Kal, December 1978, pp. 30-
34. 
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the railway station who spent much of their time welcoming the 
visitors and contemplating the day's programme. At the other end, 
the College administration was planning a counter-offensive, 
armed with the decision of the College Syndicate of opposing any 
step by the nationalists to bring Non-Cooperation to the campus. 
The next morning, the principal of the College, Ziauddin Ahmad, 
made a futile attempt to stop Gandhi from addressing a public 
meeting. In the afternoon, the students held another meeting at 
the Student's Union Club and invited Gandhi and the Ali Brothers 
to occupy the floor. 
The meeting began with Gandhi explaining to a large 
gathering of emotionally charged students, the British policy 
towards Khilafat and the plans for Non-cooperation. Ali brothers 
and other visitors went over the ground again and again. While 
these messages were received by the audience with great 
enthusiasm, a definite response to the call of Non-cooperation was 
still marked with hesitancy. This was due to the compulsions 
imposed by the institution in treating any attempt to undermine the 
'5 Bhatnagar, History ofM. A. O. College, p. 340. 
' ^ Indian Annual Register, 1921, p. 121. 
loyalist character of the institution as a punishable offence. Indeed, 
the rules of the Union Club explained that: 
...no matter shall be discussed which raises the 
question of the permanence or stability of the British 
rule, nor any subject which involves the necessity of 
the speakers...taking up a disloyal or seditious attitude 
towards the British Government in its internal policy or 
17 
external relations... 
Moreover, the principal, alarmed by the popularity of Ali 
Brothers in national politics, had already warned the students the 
machination of the 'outsiders' long before the call of the Non 
^ • . 1 8 
Cooperation was given. 
Meanwhile, the nationalist leaders presented a memorandum 
to the Principal and the Honorary Secretary in which a number of 
reasons for non-cooperation with the British government were 
listed. It concluded by revealing in clearest possible terms the 
expectations which the agitationists had from the members of the 
college: 
...We, therefore, call upon you and the other Trustees 
of M.A.O. College and members of the Muslim University 
Association to refuse henceforth to receive any aid from 
Government or to permit any kind of or sort of 
'''Cited in David Leiyveld, Aligarh's First Generation, (New Jersey, 1978), p. 319. 
'^ David Leiyveld, 'Three Aligarh Students:Aftab Ahmad Kahan, Ziauddin Ahmad and 
Muhammad Ali, Modern Asian Studies, vol. 9,1975 (hereafter, David Leiyveld, Three Aligarh 
Students, MAS) 
Government interference whether directly or indirectly 
through the Allahabad University or any other agency in 
these institutions. We desire to inform you and our other 
colleagues that we are also calling upon the teachers and 
adult students at Aligarh to withdraw their wards from the 
college and school on 29th October 1920, in the event of 
the Trustees' refusal to comply with these obvious 
requirements of the Islamic faith. We, therefore, request 
you with all earnestness at our command to take the action 
we recommend at the earliest possible date and to treat the 
19 
matter as of the greatest possible urgency. 
The signatories to the letter were Ajmal Khan, M. A. Ansari, 
Muazzam Ali Khan, Zahoor Ahmad, Shaukat Ali, Mohamed Ali, 
Ismail Khan, Musa Khan and A. Mustafa Khan. 
[1.3] The Idea of an Alternative Institution 
The meeting of Mahatma Gandhi and Ali Brothers with the 
students of M.A.O. College on October 12, 1920 did not quite get 
the response they were looking for as the meeting was concluded 
without any clear assurance from the students to accept the call of 
20 
boycott. Nevertheless, efforts to elicit a positive response 
' ^  Indian Annual Register, 1921, pp. 121 -122. 
'^^  Muhammad Ashraf, 'Aligarh Ki SayasiZindagi', Aligarh Magazine, 1953-54, 1954-55. P-I66. 
(AA) 
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continued after the departure of Gandhi as Ali Brothers preferred to 
stay in the campus to organise yet another meeting. 
October 13"^  proved to be the most significant day as events 
unfolded rapidly and the campaign assumed a new dimension. 
During the meeting at the Student Union Hall, Mohamed Ali and 
Shaukat Ali made a brief but highly emotional speech. With tears 
in their eyes, they said that they had come to bid farewell to the 
21 
Students and that they were going away with a broken heart. The 
dramatic effect of this farewell speech drove some students to tear, 
and a few of them resolved to see the matter decided in favour of 
the boycott call. After the departure of Ali Brothers from the hall, 
speeches were delivered by the students in favour of the Non-
Cooperation. In one significant speech, a point was made to seek 
substantial assurance from the nationalist leader-s for an alternate 
arrangement of their education if the pro-Government forces did 
not agree to their demands. For the first time the idea of an 
alternative institution was aired, although it was criticised 
immediately on the ground that it would undermine the real issue at 
22 
hand. Nevertheless, support for the idea came from two young 
^^Mukhtasar Tarikh aur Dastoor-ul-Amal, p. 23 
22lbid., p. 23. 
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assistant teachers, Ibne Hasan and Zakir Husain, who justified the 
need for an alternative arrangement for the education of the non-
co-operator students of M.A.O. College in case the college failed 
to be converted into a nationalist institution. Such a visionary 
approach towards the present crisis was not taken in its true spirit 
by other members who cast aspersions on the credentials of Zakir 
Husain and Ibne Hasan as supporters of Non-Cooperation. The 
counter argument was that the two wanted the matter to be 
prolonged so that when it ultimately fizzled out they could save 
24 
their teaching jobs. Zakir Husain took the wind out of the 
opposition's sail by declaring his intention to resign from his 
teaching assignment as well as to forgo the scholarship that was 
25 
being given to him. The announcement laid a great impact as 
fellow students realized that it was the most concrete step in 
support of the boycott call. Ibne Hasan too announced his 
resignation which inspired others to give up their scholarships as 
well as to resign from College employment. The meeting in the end 
proved to be a spectacular success in the cause of the Non-Co-
operation movement. A consensus eventually emerged for a --^President of India, 1967-69 
"•''Mudhoii, Jamia ki Kahani, p. 22 
"'^ Muhammad .Mujeeb, Dr Zakir Husain, A Biography (Delhi, 1972), p.25. 
31 
separate national institution if the college authorities refused to 
accept their demands. These sentiments were echoed in the 
following resolution, which the students passed in the meeting: 
(1) That this meeting of the students of the M.A.0. College, 
Aligarh, strongly condemns the attitude adopted by the 
British Government towards Turkey in the Turkish Peace 
Treaty. 
(2) That this meeting of the students of M.A.O. College, 
Aligarh, heartily approve of the suggestion made by the 
Central Khilafat Committee that the aid received by the 
College from the Government should at once be given up. 
(3) That this meeting of the students of M.A.O. College 
Aligarh, strongly urges the Board of Trustees to stop 
receiving aid from the Government and disaffiliate the 
College from the Allahabad University. 
(4) That if the Board of Trustees does not agree to disaffiliate 
the college and give up the aid by the 29'*^  of October, 
1920, the students of the college will employ all means in 
their power to turn this college into a National 
Organization under the aegis of the Central Khilafat 
Committee to train young men in the Khilafat work, and 
further that, they will refuse to have any connection with 
any Government Chartered University. 
(5) That this meeting of the students of M.A.O. College 
Aligarh, requests all the titled holders among the staff to 
renounce their titles and resign their Honorary Government 
posts, and it further calls upon the Government scholarship 
holders to refuse to accept the scholarships, it further 
resolves that in the event of their refusal to comply with 
the request they be boycotted, and that those Government 
scholarship holders who are not in the position to live in 
the college without those scholarships be helped by the 
Duty Society." 
^^Mukhtasar Tarikh Aiir Dastoor-ul-Amal, p. 24. 
2^  Aligarh Institute Gazette, 20 October, 1920. 
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Armed with the resolution which spelt out the nationalist 
objective in no uncertain terms, Zakir Husain went to Delhi, met 
Mohamed Ali, Ajmal Khan and M.A.Ansari, and assured them that 
a large number of teachers and students would leave M.A.O. 
College to join national institution if one was established. The 
nationalist leaders found the matter worth of serious deliberation 
after which they finally accepted the idea of a separate institution 
28 
if required. 
From now on, the College atmosphere was charged with 
renewed nationalist fervour. The students stopped attending 
classes in a clear indication of their intentions. The first signs of 
revolt alarmed the authorities and forced them into taking counter 
29 
measures to contain the movement. On October 14, the Principal 
of the College wrote a letter to all parents and guardians explaining 
the dangers inherent in such an agitation. The Syndicate issued a 
circular that "no one should come to the college with the object of 
delivering lectures or addressing the students except with the 
written permission of the Principal. 
^^  Mujeeb, Dr. Zakir Husain, p. 26. 
^'^Indian Annual Register, 1921, p. 120. 
^^Cited in Bhatnagar, History of M.A.O. College, p. 342. 
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To further intensify the counter offensive and widen its 
scope the Principal wired the authorities, Police, Trustees and 
parents that he was unable to cope with the new rush of 
development and it was for them to save the institution. The 
projected gravity of the situation led some parents to hurriedly rush 
to the campus. The Aligarh institute Gazette, the official organ of 
the college administration became the mouthpiece of the loyalist 
forces with special instructions to publish only those writings, 
31 
which were opposed to the very idea of Non-Co-operation. 
The students on the other hand appeared least affected by 
these measures and were found talking quite freely about the 
32 
possibilities of converting the college into a National University. 
On 17'^  October, Maulana Azad Subhani, the president, All India 
Khilafat Conference, came from Kanpur and exhorted the students 
33 
to rise against their guardians and staff in the national interest. 
On 2V^ October the College Khilafat Committee issued the 
following appeal to all Indian students wherever they were: 
Non-Cooperation is the only effective weapon to bring 
into reality the vision of free India, India with freedom to 
think and freedom to act. Our national self-respect can no 
^'Ibid., p.340. 
^^Indian Annual Register, 1921, p. 121. 
^^Muhammad Amin Zuberi, Zia-i-Hayat, n.d, Karachi, p.71. 
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more tolerate co-operation with a government, which is 
impervious alike to feeling and reason which is daily 
forging a new chain round our necks. In the name of all 
that is best and noblest in the heart of man, we appeal to 
join us in our just cause and sacrifice time, toil and talent 
to bring this struggle to a successful issue for freedom 
34 
battle once begun, though baffled oft, is ever won. 
In response to the letters and telegrams by the principals to 
the parents, 260 missives were received in the Principal's office 
asking their wards to dissociate themselves from the new 
movement. The authenticity of these messages was suspect owing 
to the rumour that many of the letters were drafted in the office of 
the Aligarh Institute Gazette,'later to be published in the Gazette. 
After making sentimental appeals to buttress its opposition, 
the management turned to the financial implications of rejecting 
the Government and semi-Government aids. The annual grant from 
the government amounted to seventy thousand rupees and together 
with contributions from States of Hydrabad, Bhopal, Rampur, 
Patiala, Jaora and Bhawalpur and from individuals like Agha Khan, 
Jamal Brothers, Salar Jung etc, the annual total came to be around 
Rs 1,55,200. It was argued that the College stood to lose all this 
money by snapping its links with the government. Besides, all the 
^'^Indian Annual Register, 1921, p. 122. 
5^ Shan Muhammad, Freedom Movement in India: The Role ofAli Brothers, (Delhi, 1979). p. 126. 
^^  Bhatnagar, History of M .A.O. College, p. 340. 
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land on which the collage building stood would revert to the 
government. The administration of the collage could ill afford to 
37 
lose these advantages for the sake of an illusory future. 
With the college authorities' quite firm on their stand, the 
nationalist leaders thought it imperative to revisit the campus. On 
23'"'' October, Mohamed AH, Abul Kalam Azad, Ajmal Khan and 
Abdul Majid Khwaja came to the college and addressed a gathering 
of some 300 students in the college mosque. Mohamed AH made it 
clear in his speech that his motive was not to harm either Muslim 
education or the great institution of which he himself had been an 
alumnus. What he intended by his movement was to liberate the 
college from the control of the British Government which had 
made them mentally and spiritually demoralised. Mohamed AH 
claimed that Sir Syed's mission for Muslim education would fail if 
it was not freed from the spirit of servitude to the English, and 
Non- Cooperation was a means to achieve this freedom. He also 
warned the students that the path to freedom is ridden with 
difficulties. In joining the movement, the students might have to 
give up their cozy life style in the hostel, but the sacrifice would be 
in accordance with the teaching of Islam. He concluded his speech 
^^Aligarh Institute Gazette, October 24, 1920. Aligarh. AA. 
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by saying that he had no intention to leave the campus unless he 
was forcefully removed. 
Another khilafatist, M.A. Ansari announced that although the 
National University would be inaugurated on Friday, October 29' , 
1920 students should remain in their hostels until they were 
evicted. Once they became a part of it, he expected the students of 
the new university to be trained as soldiers in the national struggle 
38 
to carry on the battle for freedom. 
Gandhi in his efforts to consolidate the movement in Aligarh 
addressed a letter to the trustees of the M.A.O. College from 
Bombay on 24'*^  October: 
...the least that you, in my humble opinion, can do is to 
decline any further grant to disaffiliate the great institution 
of which you are the trustees and to reject the charter of the 
Muslim University. The least the Aligarh boys can do if you 
fail to respond to the call of Islam and India is to wash their 
hands clean of the institution acknowledging of 
Government that has forfeited all titles to allegiance of 
Islam and India and bring into being a larger, nobler and 
purer Aligarh that would carry out the innermost wishes of 
its grate founder. I can not imagine the late Sir Syed Ahmed 
keeping his nobler creation under the control or infiuence 
of the present government as I have been the originator of 
the idea of disaffiliation of Aligarh and rejection of 
Government grant I feel I might be able to assist you in 
your discussion and therefore offer my humble services to 
you and will gladly attend your meeting if you will allow 
•'^ Shan Muhammad, Freedom Movement in India, p.l27. 
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me to do so. 1 am at Bombav and shall await your 
39 
answer... 
Gandhi's letter to the Trustees was immediately replied by 
the Secretary of the M.A.O. College who sent the following brief 
but clear message: 
Thanks for your letter: Regret can not invite you to the 
meeting of 27"" which is purely a Trustees' consultation 
meeting. We firmly and strongly adhere to our old 
established policy and sincerely wish to uphold it 
40 
peacefully. 
In the meantime, in an attempt to clear the campus of the 
agitationists, the college authorities tried to convince the parents 
that it was in the safety of the students that they should come and 
take them home as their lives were in danger. Most guardians were 
convinced of the risks and forcefully tried to take their wards 
41 
away. The Nawab of Rampur sent a telegram to the Honorary 
Secretary of the College asking that all the students from Rampur 
should be sent back till normalcy returned to the campus.42 Yet 
around three hundred students decided not to leave the campus out 
"CH^WG, vol.18, p. 369. 
'^^Indian Annual Register, 1921.p. 124. 
^' Madholi, Jamia Ki Kahani, p.24. 
^'^Aligarh Institute Gazette , October 26,1920. AA. 
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of 768 of whom 620 were boarders.43 Mohammad Abid Husain 
was one of them who stayed. In his letter to the principal, he 
reflected the general atmosphere of defiance prevailing on the 
campus: 
Respectfully 1 beg to inform you that 1 have my doubts 
removed within the last four or five days and 1 am now 
strong supporter of Non-Cooperation. The application 
which 1 sent to you a few days ago, informing you of my 
intention to appear at the Allahabad University 
examination for BA degree should be considered as 
withdrawn. I can and will read in your college only in the 
case it is nationalised otherwise I am ready to face the 
44 
doom awaiting my non-cooperating brothers. 
On Oct. 26'^' the coll ege was formally declared closed for a 
month and students were ordered to vacate the hostel. All basic 
facilities were withdrawn by the administration. In the midst of all 
this, the trustees began to arrive for the crucial meeting to be held 
on 27"^ October. 
Meanwhile, student non-cooperators were also building 
pressure to convert the authorities to their cause. Some students 
took a pre-emptive step by forwarding matter to the Principal 
disclosing their identity and numerical. They also urged the 
authorities to give wider publicity on the campus: 
'^^ Muhammad Amin Zuberi, Zia-i-Hayat, (n.d, Karachi), p.68. 
'^'^ M.A. Husain to Ziauddin, October 24, 1920, in Mushirul Hasan, A Nationalist Conscience. M.A. 
Ansari, the Congress and the Raj., {De\h'\, 1989) p. 101. 
We hope you will kindly inform the Honorary Secretary 
and the Trustees before tomorrow morning's meeting that 
we, the undersigned, are non-co-operators. We are aware 
that the considerable pressure has been brought to bear 
upon students to return home before 29'^ October and 
many have already left. We trust you will bring this also 
to the notice of the Honorary Secretary so that the 
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Trustees may be informed of the true state of affairs. 
Among the signatories were 14 graduates, 37 fourth year, 24 
third year, 52 second year and 35 first year students. 
Student's Non-cooperators had also armed themselves with a 
fatwa which they had obtained from Maulana Mahmoodul Hasan of 
Dar-ul-Uloom at Deoband. In this fatwa, the Shaikhul Hind 
endorsed, with citations from the holy Quran and the traditions of 
the Prophet, the stand of the non-co-operators. He maintained that 
receiving support or extending to the British was against the will of 
Allah and his Prophet. Therefore the students were not obliged to 
obey if their parents opposed the Non-Cooperation and ask them to 
46 
withdraw from their school, college or university. In a significant 
ruling, he defended the alliance between the Hindus and the 
Muslims for protecting their life and faith from the onslaught of the 
British. 
'*5 The Tribune, October 29, 1920. Cited in Shan Muhammad, Freedom Movement in India, p. 129. 
''^Hazrat Maulana Syed Muhammad Miyan, Aseeran-i-Malta, (Delhi, 1976), p.75. 
''^Ibid., p.77. 
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The loyalists were banking on the meeting of the trustees 
which was held under the presidentship of Nawab MuzammiluUah 
Khan with sixty two members in attendance. The nationalists were 
represented by Mohamed Ali, Abu! Kalam Azad and others. The 
outcome of the meeting was predictable. A decision was taken by 
44 votes to 11 votes to endorse the loyalist and reject the Non-
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Cooperation Movement. The dissidents included Nawab Sir 
Buland Yar Jung, Maulvi Hamidullah, Abdul Majid Khwaja, 
T.A.K. Sherwani, M.A. Ansari, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Mohamed Ali 
and others. With the nationalist attempt frustrated once again, the 
idea of the nationalist institution in M.A.O. College gathered 
momentum in accordance with the previous announcement of 23"^ ^ 
October. Mohamed Ali and his supporters retreated to the Old 
Boy's Lodge, which did not belong to the college. 
Greatly encouraged by the trustees' opposition to the nationalist 
cause and sensing that the students may not and wholeheartedly be 
with the non-co-operators, the authorities intensified all their efforts to 
stem the movement. They cut the water supply and other facilities to 
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the Old Boys' Lodge, and explored the Possibilities of getting the 
''^Zuberi, Zia-i-Hayat, op.cit., p. 73. 
''^ Bhatnagar, History of M.A.O. College, p. 344. 
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hostels vacated by those students who were still occupying them. But 
the movement was going to take a new dimension. 
With other non-cooperators, the Ali Brothers organised a 
meeting in the university mosque on 28^ *^  October to announce that the 
inaugural ceremony of the National Muslim University would take 
place after the Friday prayers the very next day. The invitation to 
attend the ceremony was intended to all the residents of Aligarh 
regardless of their status and religion. 
[1.4] Foundation of Jamia Millia Islamia 
The 29"^  Oct 1920 was the momentous day of the Aligarh 
episode of the Non-Cooperation Movement. It was to witness the 
foundation of the first 'National University' of colonial India. 
From early noon, people started pouring into the college mosque 
and soon it was packed to capacity. The number of student 
participants was around 160 and this was certainly a set back for 
the collage authorities. The nationalist leaders had invited 
-'" Shan Muhammad, Freedom Movement in India, P-I29. 
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Mahmood-ul-Hasan of Deoband, who had been a state prisoner at 
Malta and was set free a few weeks ago, to preside the ceremony. 
Mohamed Ali, Ajmal Khan, M.A. Ansari and other leaders escorted 
Mahmood-ul-Hasan from the residence of Abdul Majid Khwaja to 
the mosque. After the Friday prayers, the inaugural ceremony 
began with Ajmal Khan proposing Maulana's name for the 
president ship of the foundation ceremony. Due to his ill health, the 
presidential address was read by an alim of Deoband, Maulana 
Shabbir Ahmad Usmani. The address explained the status of 
institution to be completely independent from the Government aid 
and control and spelled out its objective of developing a system of 
education in accordance with nationalist sentiments and in 
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harmony with the tenets of Islam. The presidential address was 
followed by a speech by Mohamed Ali who reiterated that the 
ultimate objective would be to change the M.A.O. College into a 
53 
national institution. Hasrat Mohani condemned the pro-British 
sentiments of the trustees and called them heretics and kafirs. It 
was also envisaged that in case of establishing the institution 
without infrastructure, money needed for this purpose be donated. 
^^Indian Annual Register, 1921, p. 128. 
52lbid.,p. 128. 
^^Shan Muhammad, Freedom Movement in India, p. 130. 
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Ajmal Khan announced a donation of 1000 rupees while 
Muhammad Nasim promised 5000 rupees for newly founded 
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National Muslim University or Jamia Millia Islamia. 
Jamia Millia was now founded within the premises of M.A.O 
College. An office was established in the Old Boys' Lodge to take 
care of the admissions and other formalities of the institution. 
The college authorities certainly treated all this as an 
infringement on their rights and decided to act the following 
message of the Honorary Secretary appeared in various papers of 
October 30'*': 
it has been reported to me that Mr. Muhammad All 
forcibly opened some of the rooms of the college buildings 
and has formally started making admissions to what he calls 
his National University.... 1 as the Honorary Secretary, 
acting under my emergency powers and with concurrence of 
the Syndicate, have issued a notice to him that he should 
immediately vacate the college premises by 3.30 P.M on 
October 30"', and that he should not address any meeting 
within the boundaries of the college.... 
The Secretary also addressed an open letter to Gandhi 
criticizing Mohamed All's decision to convert the college into a 
national institution reneging on the assurance he gave earlier that 
5'' Bhatnagar, History of M.A.O. College, P. 345. 
^^Aligarh Institute Gazette , October 30,1920, 
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if the trustees refused them, the non-co-operators would leave the 
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institution. 
Some of his colleagues were not willing to take the path of 
confrontation. About forty old boys of the college came to 
persuade him to set up Jamia Millia somewhere else. Leading 
agitationists, such as Ajmal Khan, M.A.Ansari, and Abdul Majid 
Khwaja were also in favour of setting up a separate institution. 
However, Mohamed AH showed no signs of complying with 
the order and insisted that M.A.O. College itself should be 
converted into a National Institution. He stated that: 
God's command cannot be resisted and the invitation to 
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the spiritual feast can not be postponed, 
The authorities, ultimately, decided to go for a forcible 
evacuation. For this, the help of the Deputy Magistrate of Aligarh, 
W.E.M. Campbell was sought and he deployed his forces all over 
the campus. At the break of the down the Deputy Magistrate 
accompanied by the Honorary Secretary, came to the Old Boys' 
Lodge with an armed constabulary and served Mohamed Ali with 
56lbid., November 2, 1920. 
"Bhatnagar, History of M.A.O. College, p. 348. 
58lbid., p. 348. 
45 
the notice to vacate. The order was complied and the band of non-
co-operators marched peacefully out of the M.A.O. College after 
offering their morning prayers in the college mosque. The non-co-
operators, in front of a student holding green flag, next Mohamed 
AH and other leaders gradually marched towards their new abode 
which was hastily arranged by Ajmal Khan comprising a rented 
house and some pitched tents just opposite Minto Circle, a school 
of the M.A.O. College.^^ 
Mahatma Gandhi justified the steps of student non- co-
operators to join the National University at Aligarh. In his open 
letter to the parents of Aligarh boys he wrote: 
I hope you know that I am as eager as you that our 
boys' education should not be neglected. But I am 
certainly more eager that their education should be 
received through clear hands. 1 hold it to be unmanly for 
us to continue to receive grants for our institution from a 
Government which we heartily dislike. In my humble 
opinion that would be even dishonourable and disloyal. 
Thus, the Non-Cooperation to the British reached a tangible 
point at Aligarh with a sizeable number of students of M.A.O. 
College joining the National Muslim University. For the British 
^'^Indian Annual Register, 1921, pp. 126-27. 
60 Home Department Political A, December 1920. F .No 210-216 & K.W, NAl. 
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Government the flowering of the seeds of nationalism in a loyalist 
institution like M.A.O. College was a very serious matter. Non-
Cooperation was considered by the Bureau of Education as far 
greater than other places: 
... the year 1921 saw the outcrop of a large number of 
'national' institutions ranging from a Muhammadan University 
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at Aligarh to the municipal primary schools at Surat... 
The developments of 1920 at the M.A.O. College reinforced 
the Non-Cooperation phase of the freedom struggle with students 
playing a decisive role in the turn of events. In this they were ably 
supported by Mahatma Gandhi and Ali Brothers who were now to 
nurture the newly born Jamia with restricted resources, unlimited 
dreams, fervent determination and enthusiastic nationalism. 
[1.5] Grant of the Charter of University to M.A.O. 
College 
The foundation of Jamia Millia Islamia was immediately 
followed by the grant of the status of a university to the M.A.O. College. 
^'Quinquennial Report of the Progress of Education in India in 1917-22, published by the Bureau 
of Education' in P.C.Bamford, Histories of the Non- Cooperation and Khilafat Movements, 
(Delhi, 1925), p. 104. 
^^W.C. Smith, Modern Islam in India: A Social Analysis, (Lahore 1943), p. 147. 
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The bill for a Muslim University was passed on September 9, 1920 by the 
Viceregal Council and on December 1^ ' 1920 the much-awaited Aligarh 
Muslim University Act was brought into force.63 
The news had a varied impact on the people who were associated 
with the campaign for a charter. For instance, the college authorities 
feared that the university status to M.A.O. College would further 
aggravate the nationalist desire to capture the entire infrastructure. 
In order to appreciate the significance of this event, a brief 
discussion of its historical antecedents is desirable. It will also help us to 
understand how the college came to acquire such a strong loyalist 
character and why. It took almost a quarter of a century to finally acquire 
the charter of a university for the M.A.O. College. After the death of Syed 
Ahmad Khan, a movement was started around Sir Syed Memorial Fund 
association, which held its first meeting on 18 December 1898. It 
specified its objectives as follows: 
To pay off the loans and other debts on the Capital 
Account of the Mohammed Anglo Oriental College Aligarh, 
existing on March 27* 1898,... 
To raise an endowment...shall be ten lakhs of rupees, to be 
called the Sir Syed Ahmed Memorial Fund , to be invested and 
utilized in the manner specified in Rules 25,26,27, as a necessary 
step towards the attainment of the ultimate object. 
63 For the provisions of this Act, see Aligarh Muslim University Act, XL of 1920., AA. 
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The ultimate object of the Association is to place of the 
finances of the M.A.O College, Aligarh on such a footing that 
the college may be raised to the status of a university.^ "^  
The proposal for a Muslim University was discussed at the well 
attended Mohammedan Educational Conference at Lahore in December 
1898. Support for this also came from an unexpected quarter when Lord 
Curzon made this statement in 1899: 
As regards a Moslem University in India, if it is intended 
to carry to a further stage, the work already undertaken by the 
Aligarh College, which has so abundantly justified its existence 
by the production of a number of first class men, it is a project 
to which all wish well.^ ^ 
However, the official British position was different. It was not 
ready to accept the formation of any new Indian University beyond the 
existing five.^^ While the official opposition scarcely helped the 
campaign, the college itself was marred with factionalism in the wake of 
Wiqarul Mulk becoming the Honorary Secretary after the death of 
Mohsinul Mulk. He began to assert his position in the management of the 
college and came into the direct conflict with Archbold, Principal of the 
^"^The M.A.O. College Magazine, January 1899, pp. 1-5. (AA) 
^^Lord Curzon's speech on 3P' January 1899, Calcutta, M.A.O. College Magazine, April 1899, p. 
80. AA. 
^^  'Campaign for a Muslim University', p. 154. 
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college. In 1910, efforts were renewed to establish the Muslim University 
with a serious discussion on the form it would take.^ ^ 
A constitutional committee was setup with Raja Mahmudabad as 
its chairman and a draft constitution, prepared by Syed Ali Bilgirami, was 
presented before the committee in April 1911. According to this draft, the 
office of the chancellor was to be vested in the Viceroy, who could 
appoint visitors, inquire into university affairs and advise the governing 
body. All academic regulations, courses of study and the appointment of 
the vice-chancellor would be subject to his approval. The Government, 
sensing the seriousness of the proposal, toned down its opposition, but 
also made it clear that Government control over the university would have 
to be much greater than that provided in the draft constitution.^ ^There 
were, however, disagreements on the question of the power of affiliation 
as funding was only possible by the Muslim community if the university 
had its affiliated colleges all over India.69The Government remained 
unconvinced but it was prepared to accept affiliation on condition that it 
was limited to one college in each province with a large Muslim 
population. 
^^  Shan Muhammad, Freedom Movement in India, p. 55. 
^^  'Campaign for a Muslim University", p. 166. 
^^A.M.Kureishy, The Aiigarh Muslim University", M.A.O. College Magazine, September-October 
1920, p. 30. AA. 
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The final decision came from London, which maintained that 
nothing more than a 'federal' university of closely neighbouring colleges 
would be permitted.^ o This development proved to be a setback for those 
who wanted an all India-affiliating institution run by Muslims with a 
minimum of Government interference. This group comprised people like 
Viqarul Mulk, Honorary Secretary, Mohamed Ali, Shaukat Ali and Abul 
Kalam Azad, later it was enlarged by the inclusion of individuals such as 
Zafar Ali Khan who had transformed the Lahore newspaper, Zamindar, 
from the mouthpiece of loyal farmers into a passionate organ of Muslim 
assertiveness. The supporters of the Government stand were Agha Khan, 
Raja Mahmudabad, Aftab Ahmad Khan, Mohamed Shafi and Habibur 
Rahman Khan Sherwani. 
On 1^ ' October 1915, the Banares Hindu University Bill was 
passed which led the Muslim University Association to consider whether 
they should also get a decision on similar lines7' Soon a meeting was 
organized of all factions in which a motion was proposed to accept a 
university on the Government's terms. The position of those who were 
opposing the official line was already weakened by Viqarul Mulk's 
resignation from secretaryship and the absence of Ali Brothers, who were 
'^^ 'Campaign for a Muslim University', p. 169. 
^'ibid., p. 178. 
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in Chindwara prison. Moreover, Ali Brothers were busy mostly with 
national level issues and had less time to spare for Aligarh affairs. The 
supporters of Ali Brothers did try to postpone the discussion until the 
release of their leaders, but in vain. The motion, passed amidst the 
walkout of the supporters of Ali Brothers, was ratified on 10* April 1916. 
In this meeting of the Muslim University Foundation Committee a 
condition was put that the regulations framed for the university be passed 
by a two third majority of both the Constitution and Foundation 
Committees.''2 
Thus, the decision of 1916 put to an end the plan of an 
independent central Muslim institution outlined by Viqarul Mulk, Ali 
Brothers and their supporters. In April 1917, the Muslim University 
Foundation Committee reaffirmed its decision to accept the university 
without any condition but within the limits of the Benaras Hindu 
University model. 
No major progress was made until IS''' September 1919 when a 
group from the Muslim University Association met in Lucknow under the 
presidentship of Raja Mahmudabad which discussed the possibility of a 
deputation to the Viceroy. In the meantime, Harcote Butler visited Aligarh 
as Lieutenant Governor of the United Provinces which was taken as a 
72 ibid., p. 179. 
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positive sign from the Government and the following month a delegation 
of Syed Muhammad Ali, Ziauddin Ahmad, Wali Muhammad and Raja 
Mahmudabad met Butler to clear the ground for the framing of a Muslim 
University Bill73 
By now the Education Member in the Government of India, 
Mohammad Shafi, who was associated with the Muslim University 
Movement, tried the bill to be passed as soon as the reaction against the 
Rowlett Act, the Punjab wrongs and the Khilafat issue became widely 
known. The position of the moderates had weakened both in the Congress 
and the League and the Turkish policy of the British had fijrther 
aggravated the situation. 
With the Turkish peace terms becoming public, Ali Brothers and 
Mahatma Gandhi urged all Indians to support the Muslims in their hour of 
crisis.74A programme of non-cooperation was envisaged by Indian 
National Congress which included the boycott of the Government 
controlled educational institution.-'^  
This development alarmed the Aligarh authorities and 
Mohammad Shafi urged the Government for putting the Aligarh Muslim 
^^Ibid., p. 184. 
•'^Ibid.., p. 185. 
^5CffyV/C,vol.l8, p. 159. 
''^Aligarh Institute Gazette, 2 December 1920. AA. 
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University Bill onto the statute book as quickly as possible. The bill was 
finally passed in the month of September 1920. 
On 1^ ' December 1920, the much awaited Aligarh Muslim 
University Act was brought into force. It was published in the 
Government GazetteofDecember 1920 wherein it was stated that: 
In pursuance of sub section (2) of section 1 of the Aligarh 
Muslim University Act, 1920, (XL of 1920) The Governer 
General in Council is pleased to appoint the T' of December, 
1920 as the date on which the said Act shall come in to 
force...In pursuance of section 3 of the Aligarh Muslim 
University Act, 1920, (XL of 1920) the Governor General is 
pleased to appoint the Hon'ble Raja Sir Mohammad Ali 
Mohammad Khan of Mahmudabad as the first Vice-Chancellor 
of the Aligarh Muslim University.^ ^ 
Meanwhile, as it was seen, the M.A.O. College was 
witnessing an unprecedented upsurge of nationalism which put the 
loyalists on the back seats and allowed Ali Brothers and Mahatma 
Gandhi to almost wrest the institution from their hands. The 'National 
Muslim University' had been inaugurated in the university mosque on 
29* October.'^^The non-cooperators were driven out of the premises, 
and although the institution was rescued by the loyalists, a substantial 
number of students opted for Jamia Millia Islamia. Such were the 
^^Indian Annual Register, 1921, p. 128. 
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circumstances, the British government finally decided to allow the 
loyalists to have their Muslim university, not a different establishment 
from the college except that it could grant degree.''^  
78 David Leiyveld, Aligarh 's First Generation (New Jersey, 1978), p. 340. 
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Chapter Two 
Jamia Millia Islamia in Aligarh: 1920-1925 
[2.1] Academic and Administrative Formation of Jamia 
In the wake of the forceful eviction of the nationalist leaders 
and the student non-cooperators from the premises of 
Mohammadan Anglo Oriental College, the immediate concern of 
the founders of Jamia was to accommodate those who opted for the 
free institution, figuring around seven hundred, including the 
students, teachers^ non teaching staff and a few alumni of M.A.O. 
College who were called old boys' 
The hastily arranged accommodation was consisted of a hired 
building called Krishna Kothi belonging to a local resident Kishori 
Lai. Apart from the rented house, around twenty tents were pitched 
which had been provided by Nawab Ismail Khan.^ The convoy of 
Non-Cooperation reached its destination with tremendous 
nationalist fervour ignoring the inconveniences in the forthcoming 
Shaikh Muhammad Abdullah, Mushaidaat-o-Taasuraat {DeM, 1969), p.295. 
Mukhtasar Tarikh aw Dastoor-ul-Amal, p. 27. 
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days. Some residents of Aligarh city found it a way to show their 
support by arranging food for the non-cooperators till they were 
able to make their own arrangements. 
In the subsequent days, the university was accommodated in 
a few buildings with thatched roofs near an area called Lai Diggi. 
Despite inadequate infrastructure, the educational activities were 
started with the classes generally held in open air. Students would 
sit on disused jute bags or on the ground but they were filled with 
enthusiasm for a new existence in which, they would hope to 
control their own destinies and to work to build a better human 
community in their native land.'* Jawaharlal Nehru's expression 
about Jamia after his visit to Aligarh portrayed a fascinating picture 
of the Jamia in its fancy days. He wrote: 
I arrived at Aligarh late on the night of November 1. 
Even at the late hour I foundleading spirits of the new 
National University hard at work solving the many 
problems that confront them. Maulana Mohammad Ali 
and Shaukat Ali were there and so were Hakim Ajmal 
Khan, Dr Ansari, Abdul Majid and Azad Subhani. Till 
long past midnight they discussed the work which lay 
before them and future of that lusty child of non-
cooperation, Muslim National University. It consists 
of two bungalows and a numberof tents neatly pitched 
in an ordered way. In these houses and tents, lives the 
Principal with his happy family of students. There 
were over hundred residents. They were a joyous 
M. Mujeeb, Dr. Zakir Husain (Delhi, 1972), p. 28. 
"* Sheila McDonough, The spirit of Jamia Millia Islamia as Exemplified in The Writings of S. Abid 
Husain,' in R.O. Baird (ed.) Religion in Modern India. (Delhi, 1981), p. 140. 
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crowd,yet fully sensible of the responsibility they 
haveundertaken and the heavy work that lies ahead. 
There are noregrets in anymind, no sorrow at the step, 
only elation and earnest desire toraise a new Aligarh 
on the ashes of the old, a worthy home of national, 
Islamic culture. 
The British education system was identified with the idea and 
intention of pushing the pupils towards slavery and the call for national 
education meant to be the strengthening force of Indian nationalism. 
National education seekers experienced a very simple life in Jamia. 
Education without classrooms and furniture with most activities taking 
place in the tents did not bother the freedom loving teachers and 
students.^ They came across an atmosphere of freedom, enthusiasm and 
indestructible optimism. 
The National Muslim University was termed first of its kind 
following the call of Gandhi to boycott British sponsored education 
and the establishment of national institutions since the same appeal 
of Gandhi met with little success in Banaras Hindu University and 
elsewhere, though a few national schools were opened in but the 
level of success received in Aligarh remained unparelled. Jamia 
received tremendous appreciation from all corners of the country 
and the students who left M.A.O College and joined Jamia received 
^Jawaharlal Nehru's letter on Jamia Jubilee in 1946, quoted in S.M Tonki, Aligarh and Jamia: 
Fight for National Education System, (Delhi, I983),p. 95. 
^Syed Mohammad Tonki, in Kroger Horst (QA.),Kunwar Mohammad Ashraf, An Indian Scholar 
and Revolutionary 1903-1962 (Berlin, 1966), p. 343. 
58 
praise from all those fighting for the Indian freedom as the sacrifice 
made by them was unprecedented since Jamia could neither grant 
them a degree nor it could provide them a job while studying in 
British Government's affiliated institution was in itself a passport 
to secure a Government job. Nevertheless, Jamia had a great lesson 
to teach its students that of fighting against injustice and sacrifice 
everything for the truth which is what was required for the cause of 
nationalism. Thus, Jamia was more suitable for those who were 
seeking education for purely scholarly motives and had zeal to 
contribute to the ongoing freedom struggle. 
The period of Non-Cooperation was of unprecedented 
political fervour and activity in India. The movement required a 
substantive work force to firmly challenge the hegemony of British 
Government. Since Jamia owed its existence to the Khilafat Non-
Cooperation Movement, the staff and students were quite willing to 
devote much to the political works in the first year of the 
institution's existence. Those who were deputed to various corner 
of the country to spread the gospel of khilafatists and non-
cooperators were properly trained for such purposes. They had to 
attend a six-week crash course on the national struggle. The course 
was based on the lectures and speeches of prominent nationalist 
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leaders. Mohamed All took personal interests in conducting the 
course. The discussion focused on which the volunteers were likely 
to experience during their mobilisation campaign.^ They were also 
taught the religious background of Khilafat, the need of Indian 
freedom and the ways of collecting fund for the institution. 
Jamia Millia Islamia was given an appropriate academic and 
administrative form on November 22"^ * 1920 with the first meeting 
of the foundation committee which had been constituted on 29^  
October 1920, in the inaugural ceremony of Jamia.^ However, the 
meeting preceded a consensus of opinion among Mohamed Ali, 
Ajmal Khan and M.A. Ansari to run the new institution with a view 
to insure its permanence since Mohamed Ali, earlier, was adamant 
to make a fresh attempt to capture M.A.O. College to transform it 
into a national institution and regarded Jamia as but a base from 
which the final assault on the loyalists' college to be mounted.^ 
Thus, Mohamed Ali took Jamia as a temporary phenomenon which 
was not acceptable to Ajmal Khan and M.A. Ansari who were 
strongly adhering to keep Jamia alive. Ansari, in his letter to Abdul 
Majid Khwaja on n'*" November 1920, wrote: 
Mohammed Talib, Jamia Millia Islamia: Career of Azad Talim, in Mushirul Hasan (ed.) 
Knowledge, Power & Politics: Educational Institutions in India, (Delhi 1998), p. 161. 
* The text of the proceedings of the meeting has been taken from Abdul GhaffarMudholi 's account 
in Jamia Ki Kahani op.cit., pp. 31 -35. 
' A.G. Noorani, President Zakir Husain,: A quest for Excellence, (Bombay, 1967), p. 5. 
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....there now appears a way out. It may be the result 
of our deliberations or better sense might have 
prevailed in that Maulana Mohamed Ali is now 
prepared to do everything In line with our policy ... 10 
The foundation committee meeting was presided by Ajmal 
Khan and proceeding of the meeting started with Mukhtar Ahmed 
Ansari read out the names of the members of the committee 
numbering seventy four from which two names were excluded. It 
was decided that the constitutionists of the committee should be 
hundred and the remaining 18 members should be elected. A brief 
discussion was held on the elections of the post holders as a 
proposal came for M. A. Ansari to be the secretary which was 
logically argued by him to give the post to local people so that due 
attention and time could be extended which he felt unable to assure 
for his being based in Delhi. Shaukat Ali, thereafter, proposed the 
name of Haji Musa Khan (a local leader) which was unanimously 
approved. On the proposal of Mohamed Ali, Nurul Hoda and 
Tasadduq Ahmad Khan Sherwani were made joint secretaries. 
Ajmal Khan was the unanimous choice for the post of president. 
During the progress of the meeting, the most crucial matter 
came into discussion that was of the selection of the executive 
members to manage the affairs of the university. The executive 
"cited in Ziaul Hasan Faruqi, Quest for Truth (Delhi 1999), n. 2, p. 96. 
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committee (Syndicate) was formed which consisted of sixteen 
members. The following persons were elected as the members of 
Syndicate: 
Amir Mustafa Khan. 
Hafiz Abdul Raheem. 
Kunwar Abdul Wahab. 
Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari. 
Nawab Mohammed Ismail Khan. 
Hasrat Mohani. 
Abdul Majid. 
Shaukat Ali. 
Agha Muhammad Safdar. 
Azad Subhani. 
Principal, University. 
President. 
Honorary Secretary. 
One representative from staff. 
Two joint secretaries. 
Mohamed Ali proposed that the existing curriculum should 
continue to be taught till the new scheme of the course of studies 
was prepared and if necessary, amendments should be made with 
due consideration. Theology was to be incorporated as compulsory 
subject for Muslim students and for the theological studies for 
Hindu students, special arrangements should be made as per 
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requirement as the Hindu students could opt Hindu Ethics and 
Sanskrit for Theology and Arabic Respectively. 
During the further progress of the meeting, the nationalist 
leaders held great deliberations for the due changes in the 
education policy and stressed the need to take a departure from the 
Government controlled educational pattern. Thus, to prepare a new 
curriculum, a committee was formed so that a fresh educational 
policy could be introduced in the coming session. The following 
members were entrusted with this responsibility: 
Muhammad Iqbal. 
Abdul Haque. 
Abul Kalam Azad. 
Azad Subhani. 
Saifuddin Kitchloo. 
Sadruddin. 
Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari. 
Mohamed Ali. 
Mohiuddin Ahmad. 
Shabbir Ahmad Deobandi. 
InayatuIIah. 
Principal S.K. Rudra, St. Stephens College, Delhi. 
Principal Gidwani, Gujarat Vidhyapith. 
Professor Sahwani. 
C.F.Andrews. 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 
" Jamia Millia Islamia Prosoectus 1923-24, D.8. JM!A. New Delhi. 
Rajendra Prasad (Patna). 
Syed Sulaiman Nadwi. 
One member Staff. 
It was decided that Mohamed Ali, Ajmal Khan and Abul 
Kalam Azad were to make necessary changes in the existing 
syllabus and to publicise them without delay. 
For the preparation of the courses in Theology, a separate 
committee was constituted in which followings were the members: 
Azad Subhani 
Salamatullah 
Sadruddin 
Abdul Qayyum 
Daud Gaznavi 
Abdul Majid Badauni 
Abdul Qadir 
Abul Kalam Azad 
Mohamed Ali 
Among other matters, a significant issue required attention 
regarding the fate of those students who were participating in the 
Non-Cooperationmovement. In this regard, it was deliberated that 
they would be permitted to appear in the examination of Jamia as 
private candidates. 
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It was also envisaged that a school would be opened soon in 
Jamia Millia Islamia. Moreover, for the affiliations of the schools 
and colleges to Jamia Millia Islamia, provisions were made to grant 
permission in accordance with the rules and regulations which were 
to be prepared by the Executive Committee. 
Mohamed Ali proposed that Muhammad Iqbal should be 
requested to accept the vice-chancellorship of the institution and a 
telegram should be sent to him in this regard. 
For the constitution of the board of trustee, an interim 
committee was proposed with the following names as members: 
Mohamed Ali 
TassaduqAhmad Khan Sherwani 
Nawab Ismail Khan 
Haji Musa Khan (Ex officer) 
Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari 
Abdul Majid Khwaja (Secretary) 
Initially a budget of Rs 10,000 monthly was granted for the 
expenditure of Jamia and decided that the executive committee 
would submit the detailed budget in the next meeting. It was also 
decided that Foundation Committee would work till the Board of 
Trustees were elected through the newly made rules and 
regulations. 
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Thus, the meeting of the foundation committee gave Jamia an 
institutional shape for academic activities. Mohamed AH became its 
first vice-chancellor following the refusal of Muhammad Iqbal to 
accept the offered position. Ajmal Khan was elected the Chancellor 
and the whole setup was to be assisted by the Central Khilafat 
Committee, which provided for all the expenditure. 
Moreover, Gandhi appealed for funds to support the Non-
Cooperation Movement in his speech on 2"^ * December 1920 at 
Patna with the assurance that money would be utilized specifically 
for non-cooperation related aspects and not for Congress work. 
This appeal had special mention of supporting Jamia Millia Islamia 
1 "X 
terming it as Aligarh National Muslim University. 
For Gandhi, this entire episode of launching Khilafat Non 
Cooperation Movement received a boost when the resolution of 
Non Cooperation was passed unanimously in the Thirty Fifth 
session of the Indian national Congress on 30^ ^ December 1920 at 
Nagpur reaffirming the resolution passed in the special session of 
the Congress held at Calcutta in September 1920, advising non-
violent progressive non-cooperation with the Government. It was 
'^  Mujeeb, Dr Zakir Husain, p. 28. 
^^CWMG, vol. 22, p. 47, URL http://www.gandhiserve.org/cwmg/VOL022.PDF 
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also decided there to remove the word gradual regarding the 
withdrawal of students from Government owned and aided 
educational institutions. This crucial phase marked a major step 
forward in the process of the transformation of Indian National 
Congress as a mass organization and as a period of its spectacular 
growth. A unified Hindu-Muslim struggle against the colonial 
power was long due and this finally culminated with the Khilafat 
Non Cooperation Movement of 1920, a precursor of the emergence 
of Jamia Millia Islamia. The unanimity on Non-Cooperation 
resolution was hailed nationwide and the Bombay Chronicle 
reported it on its front page headlines on 3P ' December 1920.''' 
The development of Jamia in the early days of its inception 
was well supported by the nationalist forces throughout the 
country. The setup, however, meager, evoked massive response 
from the nationalist press and attached greater significance in 
strehgthening the cause of freedom struggle. The courageous step 
taken by the students of M.A.O. College to join Jamia was 
applauded nationwide for abandoning their secure institution and to 
^The Bombay Chronicle, 31" December 1920. 
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set out on the adventure of studying at an insecure national 
university.'^ 
The young enthusiasts successfully resisted the lucrative 
offers made by the teaching and administrative members of M.A.O. 
College to secure them scholarships for further studies abroad and 
government services if they gave thought to the idea of coming 
back to the prior institution. Zakir Husain who had joined Jamia, 
was offered the post of NaibTehsildar (Deputy Revenue Officer of 
a sub-district) if he dissociated himself from the rebel group but he 
remained firm on being called non-cooperator to the British 
Government.'^ 
The newly born National Institution received tremendous 
appreciation from all corners of the Country since the kind of 
sacrifice made by the students who had joined Jamia was 
unprecedented as despite knowing the fact that the institution which 
they had joined could not provide a very comfortable life after the 
completion of their studies. Other than academics, the students 
were trained for political purposes. They were taught of the religion 
background of the Khilafat Movement, the need of Indian freedom 
and ways of collecting funds for the Institution. 
'^Sheila McDonough'The spirit of Jamia Millia Islamia'op.cit, p. 140. 
'^  Mujeeb, Dr Zakir Husain, p.27. 
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After completing the six weeks crash course, they were sent to 
far-flung areas to propagate that massage of Nationalism which 
most often landed in jails. The young enthusiasts of Jamia, who 
participated in the freedom struggle, had an element of self-
sustaining capability of hardship and the finest person of this type 
was Shafiqur Rahman Qidwai/^ He was a student of first year of 
his B.A. in 1920 and well known for his love of comfort and 
fastidiousness in clothing and food. However, when the change 
came he made a bonfire of his foreign cloths and took to coarse 
khaddar. His active participation in national politics was well 
reflected in Mahatma Gandhi's writing: 
Messers Mahmood Hasan and Shafiqur Rahman 
Kidwai are two students of the National Muslim 
University. They were posted in Andhra District by 
Maulana Mohammed Ali. There were doing there 
great work in a most unassuming manner. They have 
already gone to goal while their chief is still on his 
trial.^ ^ 
While in jail, Shafiqur Rahman Qidwai was a fellow prisoner 
of Rajgopalachari who paid an ever stronger tribute to Shafiqur 
"ibid., p.30. 
'* Extract From Young India by M.K. Gandhi 1919-1922 in Khwaja Muhammad Ahmad (ed.) 
Maulana Muhammad Ali (A Great Freedom Fighter) 1878-1931, Centenary Volume (Hydrabad, 
1978)pp.7-8. 
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Rahman while observing him in Vellore Jail. Raj Gopalachari 
called him a saint in the disguise of a citizen. 
The very first convocation of Jamia was held on Dec. 7' 
1921 which was addressed by Ajmal Khan, its first Chancellor, who 
expressed a deep sense of satisfaction with the progress Jamia made 
in a span of slightly more than a year. He described that the 
shortcomings found in the educational pattern of Jamia was placed 
in the right course which would produce in reference to the true 
National and true Muslims. He advocated the decision, to make 
compulsory for Jamia students to obtain craft and vocational 
training so as to earn livelihood in case of not getting proper jobs. 
He made it clear that the strongly united Indian Nationalism could 
be witnessed only through a good understanding of each others' 
religion in the case of Hindu and Muslims thereby Jamia had made 
it compulsory for the Muslim students to be acquainted with the 
knowledge of Hindu religion and vice versa for the Hindu students. 
Ajmal Khan's address in the second year of Jamia's existence 
threw light on the fact that Jamia had started taking shape as an 
academic institution despite the manifold problems with which the 
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Jamia had been faced.^^ The most outstanding hindrance in the 
educational growth of Jamia was the absence of its own 
independent fund. It was only at the last Gaya Khilafat Conference 
in December, 1922 that Ansari raised the question of a Jamia fund, 
when in his presidential address he paid glorious tribute to the work 
this institution had done and exhorted the members to collect a 
Jamia fund so as to ensure the permanence for the National 
University.^° 
The second Convocation of Jamia proved to be a great 
opportunity. It was to take place on 7'^  of Feb. 1923 in which Dr. 
Sir P.C. Ray, one of the great scientists, was to be the chief guest. 
The convocation was held in a specially constructed Pandal with 
the big compound of the Mohamed Ali Hall which was fully packed 
and his address which took nearly two hours and a half in delivery 
was listened to with rapt attention by an audience of nearly three to 
four thousand. P.C. Ray delivered an eloquent and scholarly 
address recalling to the people of India the glorious past of Islam in 
the field of education and adjuring Indians-Muslims in particular to 
Some Appreciations, in The Prospectus of Jamial923-24 JMIA, New Delhi p.34. 
^° Ibid., p.34 
face their present and future responsibilities in the sphere of 
endeavour.^•^ 
The convocation was held as a well organised function with 
grand simplicity. A large number of men were curious to see how 
the Jamia, unaided, would organise a function which in India was 
associated with Viceroys and Governors. Later, when reaching back 
to Calcutta P.C. Ray was interviewed to give his impression of the 
National Muslim University.^^ 
He was thankful to the organisers of the University for the 
cordiality of the reception accorded to him. While giving his 
impressions he said: 
What impressed me most of all was the visible signs 
of light and activity in the University and the 
sincerity, and above, all the optimism of the students, 
staff and organisers.^ ^ 
He further said that the one noticeable feature of the 
University was the numerous Hindu students on its roll and a 
number of Hindu teachers on its staff a sure sign that the University 
is not been carried out in narrow lines. The University with a very 
short span of time had been able to elicit widespread respect and 
" Ibid., p.34 
-^Ibid.,p.38. 
'The Servant, Calcutta 9 February, 1923. Cited in Ibid., p. 38. 
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sympathy and to attract students from as far as Assam and many 
other remote districts. 
A comprehensive description of educational life in Jamia of 
those days was put forth bythe editor of Zamindar, a daily 
newspaper, who personally visited Jamia during the second 
convocation and wrote a long leading article which said: 
.... By the grace of God Jamia is working most 
successfully in accordance with the schemes of 
education prepared by Maulana Mohamed AH which 
has been acknowledged by all honest educationists as 
the best remedy for the evils...Some of the best and 
ablest educationalists are gathered together to impart 
education to Indian youths.... The Jamia contains a 
Service Laboratory, a large collection of several 
thousand books including some rare manuscripts.... In 
the reading room all the best Indian and foreign 
Journals are subscribed.... The translations and 
compilation is also doing good work. There is a good 
press; weaving, electroplating, bookbinding, printing 
and other vocations are being taught. There is an 
efficient Doctor and Compounder and a Dispensary 
and boys are carefully looked after.... Poor and hard 
workingboys are being helped with scholarships . In 
spite of all these the charges are so low that no where 
in the world perhaps could a university compete with 
them. Rs. 16/- a monthis all that is charged and 
parents need not give more than Rs. 5/- amonth for 
pocket expenses Students are accommodated in 
neat Banglows situated in healthy localities and best 
sanitary arrangements are made....^^ 
After the collapse of the Khilafat Non-Coopration Movement, 
it was far more challenging to run Jamia as the monthly grant for 
Daily Zamindar, Cited in Some Appreciations ,Jamia Prospectus 1923-24 JMIA, New Delhi, 
p.43 
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the Khilafat Committee had ceased and lack of substantial fund was 
a major cause to think in terms of closing down the institution. A 
few individual had decided that this symbol of Nationalism should 
be closed down. Ajmal Khan, Abdul Majid Khwaja and. M.A. 
Ansari were those who were ready for all help for the survival of 
the institution. By the end of 1924, the situation worsened, and 
once again, the closer of Jamia was being discussed, Mohamed Ali 
was not in favour of running the institution but there were others 
who could not bear the thought that the Jamia should perish.^^ On 
the eve of the executive committee meeting of Jamia in Delhi, 
Ajmal Khan, proposed to bring Jamia out to Delhi. The matter was 
discussed at length but no decision was taken. In the meantime, 
Ajmal Khan met Gandhi and described the whole episode. Gandhi 
replied if money is the problem I shall beg for it}^ Hakim Ajmal 
Khan found it in Gandhi's words the most substantial assurance for 
Jamia's survival. Subsequently, the Foundation Committee, the 
General body of the Jamia met on Jan.28'^ of 1925 at Ajmal Khan's 
Delhi Home, Sharif Manzil and constituted a small committee to 
consider and report whether Jamia could continue as a separate 
institution. 
^^Noorani, President Zakir Husain, op.cit., p. 26. 
^Vadholi, Jamia hi Kahani, p.70-72. 
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The foundation committee again met the next day but this 
time Gandhi joined in this deliberations it was now resolved that 
the Jamia be kept in being and means be devised for its 
continuance. When the foundation committee met on 17^ ^ March 
1925 it ratified the executive committee's decision to run the 
institution and it was to be shifted from Aligarh to Delhi.^^ 
[2.2] A Brief Profile of the Nationalist Leaders 
associated with the Foundation of Jamia 
The foundation of Jamia and its progress in subsequent years 
owed a great deal to the nationalist leaders mainly, Mohamed Ali, 
Hakim Ajmal Khan, Mukhtar Ahmed Ansari and Abdul Majid 
Khwaja, who all were the trustees of M.A.O. College and had 
actively been participating in the movement to acquire the status of 
a university to M.A.O. College prior to the Khilafat Non-Co-
operation days. The entire event took a new turn with the Khilafat 
issue being taken by the Indian National Congress. With Gandhi at 
the helm of affairs, these leaders took up the cause to have an 
"Noorani, President Zakir Husain, p.21. 
75 
institution free from the colonial yoke which finally took shape as 
Jamia Millia Islamia. The challenges ahead were to put the 
institution on a sound foundation and to ensure its sustenance in its 
formative years. It was all achieved by the extra-ordinary efforts of 
these leaders who sowed the survival of Jamia at a time when there 
was a longing to build but nothing to build with. A brief account of 
the early history of the founders and benefactors of Jamia, 
Mohamed Ali, Ajmal Khan, M.A. Ansari and Abdul Majid Khwaja 
is worthy enough to be incorporated here. 
MOHAMED ALI 
Mohamed Ali was born in a prosperous and educated Indian 
Muslim family of Rampur. His father Abdul Ali, serving Nawab 
Yusuf Ali Khan of Rampur, died of an early age and the three sons 
Zulfequar, Shaukat, and Mohamed were brought up by AbadiBano 
later known as Bi Amma. She took grater care for the education of 
her sons despite financial crisis in the wake of her husband's death. 
Mohamed Ali was sent to Barely for his school education where his 
brother had already been studying.^^ 
^^Mohsini, Qaumi Talimi Tehreek, p. 25 
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Abadi Bano Begum had made it a point to provide best 
available education to her children despite all odds and found it 
suitable to send them to M.A.O. College Aligarh. Mohamed Ali 
joined the school for the first four years. During his school 
education he showed great interest in the lectures delivered by 
Shibli Nomani on the Quran. As a school boy he was not entitled to 
attend the lectures on Quran which Shibli Nomani was giving in the 
Principal Hall but he heard him from behind a door. Learning about 
the boys interest and the talent he had, Shibli called the boy to 
verify. The boy's answers to Shibli's question were satisfactory, 
thereafter he attended the lectures as an invitee, a lone school boy 
amidst of college students. After completing school education he 
joined the college and obtained the degree of B.A. from the 
Government University of Allahabad to which the M.A.O. College 
was affiliated. He topped the list of successful candidates, which 
encouraged his brother, Shaukat Ali, to send him to England for 
seeking admission in ICS, Shaukat Ali said he would bear the 
burden of an oxford education for Mohamed Ali.^'' He procured 
fund for all the expenses in this regard. Mohamed Ali made it to 
oxford and was enrolled at Lincoln College. He, however, failed in 
-''Rajmohan Gandhi, Eight Lives, (Delhi 1996)., p. 82 
'° Ibid. 
- . ' ^ - • " 7 7 
the Indian Civil Services examination but continued his studies to 
graduate in modern history. He returned to India in January 1902 
and got married to the daughter of a cousin, Azmat Ali Khan, who 
was the favourite of both of his parents.^' After the marriage he 
went back to Oxford to take his final examinations and returned in 
July of the same year as Mohamed Ali B.A (Oxford), the first man 
from Rampur to achieve this distinction. 
He wanted to teach at M.A.O. College but the British 
Principal of the college thought otherwise. Though the then 
secretary of the college, Mohsinul Mulk wished him to join as a 
teacher but the Principal Morrison, who had enormous power in the 
administrative setup, saw a sign of an agitator in Mohamed Ali and 
remained firm of not taking him as a teacher. Full of 
disappointment, Mohamed Ali left for Rampur where he was 
appointed as chief education officer. He however, left the job 
within two year and was taken into the civil services of Baroda 
owing to one of his friends of oxford days. He served the state of 
Baroda for about seven years and filled many places of 
distinction." 
' Afzallqbal, (ed.) My Life a Fragment: An Autobiographical Sketch ofMaulana Mohamed Ali, 
Lahore 1946. p. 15. 
'"Rajmohan Gandhi, Eight Lives, p. 83 
'•'Afzal Iqbal, Life and Times, p. 36 
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In the meantime, he developed a taste for journalism and 
after leaving the job of Baroda, he sought to enter the field of 
Journalism and politics. To learn about journalism he became the 
correspondent of the Times of India at Aligarh. After coming 
across the preliminary know-how, he left for Calcutta, the then 
Capital of India, to start an English weekly 'Comrade', which was 
announced to be the no one's partisan and everyone's friend. The 
opening number of 'Comrade'' came on 14^ "^  January 1911. Written 
and edited by one man and produced on expensive papers, 
'Comrade', gained a good circulation and influence in a very short 
span of time. Mohamed Mujeeb described Mohamed Ali's English 
in 'Comrade' as written with ease and confidence and displaying 
familiarity with British life and literature.^'* The paper impressed its 
audience and European officials too became its subscribers. Lady 
Harding, wife of the Viceroy, would phone if any issue was 
delayed.^^ After 20 months, Comrade was moved to Delhi, 
Raj'snew capital. He started an Urdu weekly also named Hamdard 
for which he imported machinery and typefaces from Beirut and 
Cairo. 
•"'Rajmohan Gandhi, Eight Lives, p. 87 
"ibid., p. 87. 
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He was instrumental in extending iielp to tiie Muslims of 
Turkey when Italy attacked it. A medical mission led by M.A. 
Ansari, comprising eighty fully qualified doctors five of whom had 
European qualifications, was sent to Turkey to render some 
practical help by way of providing some comfort to the wounded. 
Mohamed Ali accompanied the mission to Bombay from where it 
sailed to Turkey. 
He actively participated in Cawnpore Mosque agitation, 
which was resolved after the announcement of the Lord Harding 
that the mosque would be rebuilt in the same position. The 
outbreak of the first World War in August 1914 called forth the 
outburst of loyalist sentiments among all the political classes. 
However Lord Hardinge reported to his Government in the middle 
of October 1914: 
The tone of the press in the country is very 
satisfactory with the exception of two papers one 
edited by Mohamed Ali and the other by Zafar Ali.^^ 
Subsequently, Mohamed Ali and Shaukat Ali were interned 
for conspiring against the British rule on 15^ *^  May 1915. 
'^ Afzal Iqbal, Life and Times, p. 73. 
For the details of Cawnpore Mosque agitation see Ibid., pp. 94-99. 
•'^ Ibid., p. 211. 
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Throughout the war period, Mohamed Ali remained incarcerated 
until December 1919 when he was released. He led the Khilafat 
delegation to England on l" February 1920, which was found 
necessary by the Khilafat Conference to preserve the sanctity of the 
institution of Khilafat. However, the delegation could not make 
much headway for British Government clearly being 
unsympathetic. The delegation came back in October 1920, and 
Mohamed Ali jumped into the Khilafat Non-Cooperation 
Movement in India. The Movement had taken its course by the end 
of September and Mohamed Ali with Gandhi and his brother 
Shaukat Ali toured the country extensively to propagate the gospel 
of Khilafat Non-Co-operation. During their visit of Muradabad on 
ll'*^ October, some students reached to request them to visit 
Aligarh and give the call of Non-Cooperation. The call was given 
and a new institution session of the Indian National Congress. 
Mohamed Ali became the first vice-chancellor of Jamia and despite 
his all India commitments, took care of the Jamia affairs. He, 
however, could not give much time to Jamia as he was arrested 
while going to madras with Mahatma Gandhi at Waltair railway 
station. He was released in 1923 and the same year became the 
president of Indian National Congress. He addressed the longest 
ever speech in the Coconada. 
By 1924 Mohamed All's enthusiasm for Congress reduced 
sharply witnessing the drastic changes in the state of affairs. A 
number of communal riots broke out with Gandhi proving helpless 
in improving the situation. He strongly opposed the lines taken by 
some of the congress leaders namely Madan Mohan Malaviya 
which was to hamper the Muslim-Hindu unity. He persuaded 
Gandhi to take initiatives to prevent the worsening Hindu Muslim 
relation. In 1925, he once again paid attention to the National 
Education of Muslim and wrote two long articles in the 'Comrade' 
dealing with the requirements of the Muslim community in 
educational domain and a proper attention to the national need of 
preparing the youth to strengthen the freedom struggle.^^ 
Gandhi and Nehru believed that Hindu Muslim differences, if 
coming on the way of India's independence, could be settled with 
Mohamed Ali conviction to confront the communal problems, as 
his devotion was equal for both the cause of Muslims wellbeing and 
the idea of India's independence. Nehru remarked that there was 
-''•'Ibid, pp 413-431. 
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nothing in common politically between Mohamed Ali and the 
Reactionaries who posed as the champions of communal interests. 
Mohamed Ali, a chronic patient of diabetes, did in London on 
3""^  Jan 1931 and was buried in Jerusalem. The circumstances of his 
death became a great source of inspiration for future patriots as he 
declared in the Round Table Conference in London that he would 
go back to his country with the substance of freedom. He further 
declared; 
I would not go back to a slave country, I would even 
prefer to die in a foreign country so long as it is a free 
country, and if you do not give me freedom in India you will 
have to give me a grave here."" 
The New York Times o Jan 5 1931 with the headlines 
Muhammad Ali dies at task in London paid a glowing tribute by 
narrating an overview of his entire political struggles for the 
attainment of independence for India saying that his last prayer was 
for India.''^Gandhi expressed deep sorrow on his death, he said in 
him I have lost one whom I had rejoiced to call brother and friend 
and the nation has lost a fearless patriot. Gandhi was aggrieved 
that there were differences of opinion between him and Mohamed 
''"Nehru, An Autobiograohy, p. 120 
•"Quoted in Mushirul Hasan, Mohamed Ali. My Life: A Fragment, (Delhi, 1999), p. 41 
*^The New York Times, Jan S"' 1931. 
Ali but the love and brotherhood between the two was far greater 
than the differences. 
HAKIM AJMAL KHAN 
Hakim Ajmal Khan's contributions in the foundation of 
Jamia Millia Islamia and its further progress places him among a 
few whom Jamia owed a great deal. Ajmal Khan's family came to 
India from Kasgar, Turkistan. He belonged to the lineage of Sufi 
Khwaja Abdullah Ahrar whose grandsons, Khwaja Hashmi and 
Khwaja Qayam came to India with Mughal emperor Babur. The 
family produced a long line of physicians (in unani system of 
medicine). The most prominent among them was Hakim Sharif 
Khan. Ajmal Khan's grandfather, from him onwards they were 
known as 'SharifkhaniKhandan''*^ 
Ajmal Khan was born in 1864. He took traditional education 
in Arabic and Persian and learnt medicine from his father Hakim 
Mahmud Khan and brother Hakim Majid Khan. At the age of 28 he 
completed his education in medicine and was appointed personal 
physician of the Nawab of Rampur. Besides, he was interested in 
Mohsini, Qaumi Talimi Tahreek, p. 21. 
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taking care of the library, which had a very rich collection of rare 
books and manuscripts. He took this additional responsibility with 
great willingness for it would enable him to cater his intellectual 
appetite. During his stay at Rampur he came in touch with some 
leading personalities associated with the social and educational 
movements of Indian Muslims. 
After the death of his father and elder brother he came to 
Delhi in 1902 but remained in touch with Rampur. Now his service 
was sought by the rulers of states also. His profession earned him a 
sound financial position which enabled him to take active part in 
social cause. 
Despite having the background of education, he had a strong 
inclination towards liberal thoughts. He gave some serious thoughts 
to the possibilities of further improvement in the system of Unani 
Medicine and for that matter knowledge could be incorporated from 
the science of Allopathic. To give his idea a shape, inl910 he 
undertook an extensive tour of England, France and Australia and 
closely watched their big hospitals and pharmaceuticals. Besides, 
he held great deliberation with the doctors of these countries. While 
visiting Europe he met M.A. Ansari in England and found each 
''ibid. 
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Other's company congenial."^^ This relationship, which developed in 
England, got strengthened after they both returned to India. 
After reaching back to India he decided to improve the 
condition of the school run by his family for basic education in 
Unani Medicine. From 1912 onwards, he diverted his attention to 
convert the school into a college. 
As regards his political life, he was not much interested in 
active political life till 1917, yet, he was a member of the 
delegation which met the Governor General in October 6,1906 in 
the leadership of Agha Khan and attended the meeting in December 
1906 in Dhacca where the foundation of Muslim League took place. 
In the 1909 session of the Muslim League in Delhi, he was the 
president of the reception committee. He was instrumental in the 
efforts which led to the historical agreement between the Congress 
and the Muslim League in Lucknow in 1916. In December 1917, he 
first met Mahatma Gandhi at the house of Annie Besent in Calcutta. 
Gandhi left a deep impression on him.'*^ Ajmal Khan developed a 
close coordination with Ansari in his efforts to consolidate the 
national movement with added responsibility owing to the 
•"^  Mushirul Hasan, A Nationalist Conscience, p. 16. 
•"•Qazi Abdul Ghaffar, Hayat-i-Ajmal, op.cit.,p. 172. 
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internment of AH Brothers. Besides, lie made serious efforts to 
ensure Hindu-Muslim unity as he viewed: 
The secret of the success, not marely of Reform 
Scheme, but of all the work which is being done by 
Indians in India and abroad, lies in Hindu-Muslim 
•. 47 
unity. 
He had a vision of Hindus and Muslims not only being side 
by side but of knowing each other's culture and interacting with 
each other in common institutions.'*^ He was viewed with respect in 
both the communities as Nehru wrote: 
He brought the Hindus and Muslims much nearer to 
each other, for both honoured him and were 
influenced by his example. To Gandhi he became a 
trusted friend, whose advice in regard to Hindu-
Muslim matters was the final word for him.'*' 
In 1918 the Congress and the Muslim League both had their 
session in Delhi while Ajmal Khan was the president of the 
Congress Reception Committee, M. A. Ansari was his counterpart 
in the Muslim League. Both of them tried for things to go in favour 
of Hindu- Muslim unity. In 1919 he became the president of 
Muslim League and by this time he was regarded as the leader of 
" Barbara D. Metcalf, 'Natinalist Muslims in British India: The Case of Hal<im Ajmal Khan', 
Modern Asian Studies, vol. 19. Part 1. February 1985. P. 24. 
'^Ibid., p. 25. 
Nehni^An Autobiography, p. \69. 
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national stature along with Mahatma Gandhi and other nationalist 
leaders. 
During the Khilafat Non-Cooperation agitation he was the 
first to renounce his titles. He stated: 
As a humble Muslim, I have decided to relieve myself all 
honours conferred upon me by the Government and I 
return herewith the gold medal of Kaiser-i-Hind together 
with the two silver medals of the Coronation Darbar of 
England and India and henceforward, I give up the title 
ofHazid-ul-Mulk.^° 
While the progress of the Non-Cooperation Movement in 
M.A.O.College Aligarh, Hakim Ajmal Khan joined Gandhi and AH 
brothers to counter the M.A.O.College into a national university. 
The National Muslim University came into its existence on 29^ ^^  
October and in the managerial ceremony he announced the financial 
help of Rs. 5000.^' 
The newly born institution had to be shifted to a make shift 
arrangement in the wake of a forceful eviction. Ajmal Khan 
provided the non-cooperation with a temporary accommodation for 
the educational activities to begin. He was unanimously made the 
chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia. He proved a saviour of Jamia in 
°^ Mushirul Hasan, Nationalism and Communal Politics, f. n., p. 137. 
'^ Bhatnagar, History ofM.A.O. College, p. 347. 
its days of crisis and always came forward at the time of financial 
need. 
Ajmal Khan had a commitment to himself, which he fulfilled 
by founding the Tibbiya College at Karol Bagh which was 
inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi in 1921. The College proved to be 
a great support for Jamia as when the survival of Jamia in Aligarh 
became a question mark in 1925 once again Ajmal Khan proved his 
worth for Jamia and after extensive consultation with Mahatma 
Gandhi he shifted Jamia to Delhi near his Tibbiya College at Karol 
Bagh. 
MUKHTAR AHMAD ANSARI 
Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari was born in 1880 in an Ansari family 
which sought it's lineage from Hazrat Abu Ayub Ansari of Madina 
who had the honour of being host of prophet Muhammad. At the 
time of Muhammad Bin Tuglaq, Ansari's ancestors came to India 
and got settled at Gazipur, U.P. They established a small 
principality (Basti) called Yusufpur. His father Abdul Rahman was 
born in that family and was posted in Balia as Sadar - Amin for a 
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long period. He supported the British at the time of the revolt of 
1857 but his all three sons were against the British rule in India.^^ 
Ansari's two brothers received their education from Deoband 
and were closely associated with Shaikhul Hind Maulana 
Mahmudul Hasan.^ •^  Though Ansari didn't receive education there 
but used to visit Deoband and also came in close contact with 
Shaikhul Hind. 
Ansari received his early education on traditional lines but 
later on joined Nizam College of Hydrabad and completed his 
intermediate in science with first division in 1899. Having a good 
educational record right from his schooldays and later his 
performance in intermediate earned him a scholarship from the 
Nizam to study medicine in Great Britain.^'' He completed his 
degree in Surgery and Medicine from Cambridge and joined one of 
the most reputed Charing Cross Hospital as surgeon. After staying 
around two years in England he came back to India and for a couple 
of years remained in Yusufpur and Hydrabad and then came to 
Delhi and established his clinic at Fatehpuri. 
^^Mohsini, Qaumi Talimi Tahreek p.29 
" Ibid. 
Hasan , A Nationalist Conscience, p. 14. 
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His ties became strong with Hakim Ajmal Khan whom he had 
first met in Charing Cross Hospital in London. A very close 
coordination developed between the two in their socio political 
activities which was further strengthened after Mohamad Ali Joined 
them for he had come back to Delhi with his 'Comrade'^^ 
Those were the days of Turk - Italian war in which Turkey 
was in dire need of medical help. Mohamad Ali, Ajmal Khan and 
Ansari came forward and with the willingness of 
Ansari it was decided that a medical mission would be sent to 
Turkey. Moreover, funds were collected to send for some relief 
work. Delhi alone contributed 50,000 Rs. and the other parts of the 
country also contributed to the fund. The estimated fund for 
medical mission was achieved and on 15 Dec.1912, Dr. M.A. 
Ansari left for Constantinople with a delegation to provide medical 
help. He stayed there for months treating the injured solders. After 
coming back to India Ansari decided to continue with his new 
feeling to work for social cause. He became active in the struggle 
for freedom with Ajmal Khan and Mohamed Ali and played an 
important role in the Congress League Pact of 1916. At a time 
when most of the national leaders were put in Jails during the 
Mohsini, Qaumi Talimi Tahreek, p. 30. 
firstWorld War, Ansari and Ajmal Khan remained active with 
added responsibility. He exerted his influence in the session of 
League and Congress in 1918 in Delhi to further Hindu Muslim 
unity which culminated in the joint movement of Khilafat 
Committee and the congress against the misrule of the British 
Government and the call of Non-Cooperation was given by both the 
congress and Khilafat Committee after the Turkish peace were 
published in May 1920. 
Ansari joined Gandhi and Ali brothers to preach Non-
Cooperation and in October rushed towards Aligarh to give the call 
of boycott in M.A.O. College. Nationalist feelings were represented 
by the students. An ultimatum was given to the authorities of the 
college to dissociate it from the Government that was not complied 
and finally a separate Institution was founded as Jamia Millia 
Islamia. Ansari with Ali brother and Ajmal Khan provided the 
leadership to the Aligarh episode of the Khilafat Non-Cooperation 
movement and he had close association with Jamia in subsequent 
years. 
While presiding the Gaya session of 5the all India Khilafat 
Committee in 1922, he advocated granting the independent status to 
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Jamia as a purely educational institution and no more answerable to 
the parent body, the central Khilafat Committee. 
ABDUL MAJID KHWAJA 
Jamia Millia Islamia's second Vice Chancellor and its third 
chancellor, Abdul Majid Khwaja was born in 1885 in a prosperous 
family of Aligarh. His father, Khwaja Muhammad Yusuf was 
closely associated with Syed Ahmad Khan.^^ He was married to the 
grand daughter of SamiuUah Khan, once a very active campaigner 
for Syed Ahmad Khan's Aligarh College but later on differed with 
him." 
After completing his studies at Aligarh, Abdul Majid 
Khwaja, left for England and joined Cambridge University for 
further studies. While studying at Christ College, Cambridge, he 
came in contact with a group of young Indian students. Among 
them were Jawaharlal Nehru, SaifuddinKitchloo, Tassadduq Ahmad 
Khan Sherwani and Syed Mahmood.^^ The Indians in Cambridge 
had a society called 'Majlis', which generally discussed political 
problems, but the thrust was to develop a flare in oratory. Abdul 
^''Mohsini, Qaumi Talimi Tehreek, p. 32. 
Rob\nsoi\,Separatism among Indian Muslim, p. 432. 
^^  Jawaharlal Nehru, An Autobiography, (Delhi 1989), p. 22. 
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Majid Khwaja had a prominent place in 'Majlis', owing to his keen 
interest in its activities.^^ Besides, he used to attend the addresses 
of noted Indian politicians who visited Cambridge. It was the 
Cambridge he first saw and heard Barrister Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi of South African fame. Jawaharlal Nehru recalled one such 
occasion when Gopal Krishna Gokhale visited Cambridge. Nehru 
wrote: 
Gokhale addressed a public meeting in Cambridge 
and my chief recollection of this meeting is of a 
question that was put by A.M. Khwaja at the end of 
it. Khwaja got up from the body of the hall and put 
an interminable question which went on and on till 
most of us forgotten how it began and what it was 
about.^ ° 
Abdul Majid Khwaja did his B.A from Cambridge and joined 
law in London. After completing his degree in law he came back to 
India and started his practice first at Aligarh and then at Patna. He 
was elected the trustee of M.A.O. College in 1912 and succeeded 
Shaukat AH as secretary Old Boys' Association of M.A.O. College 
in 1915.^' In both the capacities he was associated with the Aligarh 
Muslim University Movement but sided with the nationalist group 
within the trustees comprising Mohamad Ali, Shaukat Ali, Ajmal 
Robinson, Separatism among Indian Muslims, p. 381 
Nehru, An Autobiography, p. 22. 
"' Bhatnagar, History of M.A.O. College, p. 271. 
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Khan, M. A. Ansari, T.A.K. Sherwani and others. Besides, he 
actively participated in Home Rule agitation with 
ChaudhryKhaliquzzaman and T.A.K. Sherwani in Aligarh.^^ 
During the Khilafat-Non Cooperation Movement he gave up 
his practice at Patna and joined the Movement with Khilafatists. 
His wife extended her support to the cause by bringing out an Urdu 
daily 'HindV, to promote the spirit of Non-Cooperation and to 
support the Indian National Congress and the Khilafat Committee. 
During the progress of the Non-Cooperation at M.A.O. 
College, Aligarh, he joined Gandhi and AH Brothers and opposed 
the loyalist tooth and nail. The Non-Cooperation at Aligarh resulted 
in the foundation of a National Muslim University. The newly 
founded institution held the first meeting of its foundation 
committee in which he was elected the principal and in the absence 
of Mohamed Ali, the vice-chancellor, he was supposed to officiate 
as the vice-chancellor. 
In the wake of Mohamed All's arrest at Waltair in 1921, he 
became the vice-chancellor of Jamia. He took the office at a time 
when Jamia was in a very uncertain condition and it required major 
" Hasan, A Nationalist Conscience, pp. 27-28. 
' Robinson, Separatism among Indian Muslim, p. 381 
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resources to flourish as an educational institution. He efficiently 
managed the affairs of Jamia at a time when it was in dire need of 
sound and strong foundation. He took overall care of both 
administrative and academic life of the institution. He received 
tremendous support from Gandhi, Ajmal Khan and Mukhtar Ahmad 
Ansari. He was greatly influenced by Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi and looked upto him for inspiration and guidance.^ "^ 
''Jamal Khwaja, The Vision of An Unknown Muslim, (California, 2011), p. 4. 
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Chapter Three 
Educational Policy Formation in Jamia Millia Islamia 
[3.1] Philosophical Dimensions of Education Policy in Jamia 
During the course of the national movement, Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi brought the fundamental weaknesses of Indian 
education to the forefront. He began to question the validity of the 
Government sponsored education long before his active participation 
in the freedom struggle. On the eve of the inauguration of Banaras 
Hindu University in the year 1915, Gandhi Strongly criticized in his 
speech the British pattern of educating Indian youth. On the other 
hand, the existing system was a necessity for the British Government 
as it was serving as a mechanism to strengthen their political control 
since western learning and English as the medium of instruction 
historically benefited them following the evidence gathered by the 
Government in the wake of the revolt of 1857 led the Britishers 
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believe that the majority of the English educated people remained 
loyal to them'. 
Gandhi, therefore, believed that it would be in the benefit 
of the socio economic need of Indian society if the present educational 
system was completely rejected and substituted by an indigenous mode 
of education. Gandhi visualized that national education could usher 
India into an era of mass education which was up till now a distant 
dream for the youth. Moreover, it would also serve as a means to 
prevent the youth of the nation from obtaining the education which was 
greatly beneficial for the sustenance of the British rule. 
It was during the Non-cooperation Movement of 1920 that 
Gandhi finally began his crusade against the colonial education and 
strongly called upon the people of India to boycott the schools and 
colleges aided by the British Government. Khilafat Non Cooperation 
Movement of 1920 witnessed a new way to destroy the empire by 
completely boycotting the ineffective system of British education. 
Gandhi alarmed the Indian people that the Government educational 
Francis Robinson, Separatism among Indian Muslims: The Politics of the United Provinces 1860-
/92i. (Delhi 1993), p. 36. 
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institutions were the machinery to produce servants and appealed them 
that it was imperative to stop this help to the Government. 
Gandhi wished of imparting education to the children and youth 
of India through Indian people and not by the Government, was an 
effort to nationalise the education which was well needed to weaken the 
hold of the Government. In his view, the concept of national education 
should be incorporated by all with full respect of the cultural and 
religious diversity of India. While delivering the convocation address 
Dr. Zakir Husain said: 
Mahatma Gandhi longed for a system of education in India 
which would be in Indian hands, so that the young Indians were 
not taught to become servants of the British Government and 
imitators of Western culture. He longed to see India united as 
intensely as he deserved her freedom and he was anxious that 
there should be at least one institution where genuine 
nationalism should be built up on the foundations of Muslim 
culture.' 
Thus, the foundation of Jamia Millia on 29* October 1920 was 
the first major breakthrough in the efforts to promote national 
education and it also fulfilled the wish of Mahatma Gandhi to have a 
CWMG. Vol. 18, p. 426. 
Convocation .Address of Zakir Husain, 29"' Oct. 1964. Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi 
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Muslim educational institution whose policy to impart education 
would give shape to the ideals of being Islamic and national. 
The founders of Jamia felt the need of the national education in 
the Muslims that would be distinct from the education effected in the 
Government institutions. Jamia Millia Islamia, therefore, was to adopt 
two guiding principles before it that were to remain completely 
independent of Government aid and control and to develop an entire 
system of education in accordance with national characteristics and in 
consonance with Islamic sentiments. 
The opening ceremony of the National Muslim University or 
Jamia Millia Islamia witnessed the constitution of a foundation 
committee which held its first meeting on 22"^  November 1920, which 
was presided by Hakim Ajmal Khan.( for the proceedings of the 
meeting see Chapter 2 ) 
Jamia Millia Islamia was given an appropriate academic and 
administrative form in the wake of the crucial meeting of 22"^  
November 1920. It was to have a Board of Trustees an Executive 
Committee and an Academic Council. There was to be a Chancellor at 
" Presidential Address of Maulana Mahmoodui Hasan, Deoband. 29* Oct. 1920. Aligarii., JMIA, 
New Delhi. 
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the head, a Vice-chancellor, Pro Vice-chancellor, Principal of the 
College, a Secretary and a Registrar. 
Ajmal Khan was elected Chancellor, Mohamed Ali became the 
Vice Chancellor following the refusal of Dr. Mohammad Iqbal to hold 
the office due to his prior occupations. Abdul Majid Khwaja, a 
contemporary of Jawaharlal Nehru at Cambridge, was elected Principal. 
The whole setup was dominated by the Central Khilafat Committee.^  
Regarding the committee which was constituted on IT^ 
November to prepare the new scheme for imparting education, the 
proper attention by all the members could not be paid owing to there 
pre-occupations in the cause of Khilafat Non-Cooperation Movement. 
Mohamed Ali, however, took the task further and initiated the process 
of exchanging views with a number of educationists in the country. His 
thorough discussions with the educationists and heads of institutions of 
all shades of opinions, enabled him to complete the preliminary work. 
He was greatly helped by Principal Gidwani of Gujarat Vidyapith, a 
member of the syllabi committee of Jamia and within the institution, 
Abdul Majid Khwaja, Mahmud Alam and Zakir Husain extended their 
full assistance for the cause. 
In the meantime, Mohamed Ali was arrested in April 1921 at 
Waltair while going to Madras. He was charged of instigating Muslim 
sepoys against the British Government by his speeches in Karachi. 
Despite being sent to prison, he kept on working with the proposed 
scheme and by June 1921 he managed to prepare a scheme of what to be 
taught at Jamia. With the help of his associates the scheme was 
circulated to the press to invite further criticism. After a close scrutiny 
of all the criticism the scheme received, it came out in two parts 
containing the basic principles of the National Muslim Education and a 
detailed syllabus of studies.^  It was soon published and the school 
syllabus was immediately adopted by all affiliated schools for both 
primary and secondary level. 
As regards the basic principles, they were propounded after a 
great deal of deliberations owing to Mohamed All's constructive 
endeavors by amalgamating the thoughts expressed by Shaikhul Hind 
Maulana Mahmoodul Hasan and Hakim Ajmal Khan in the early days 
' .Mujeeb, Dr. Zakir Husain , P. 28. 
Mohsini, Qaiirni Talimi Tahreek„ p. 
' Ibid., p.44. 
'*Propectus 1923-24 JMIA, N.Delhi, p,3. 
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of Jamia's inception and the valuable suggestions made by educational 
experts. 
Mohamed All's thoughts, while preparing the scheme, were also 
influenced by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan's statement before the Education 
Commission in 1882 in which he stated that educational upliftment 
could only take place when the people of India took it in their hands 
with no interference as it was hardly expected from the British 
Government to understand the actual needs related to the education of 
Indians.^ The very concept of self directed education (Azad Talim) by 
Sir Syed led Mohamed Ali to argue that: 
The Muslims were the first under Sir Syed Ahmad Khan to 
rebel against official control of education and the to raise the 
banner of Non-Cooperation in education, it is their duty to be 
the first in re-examining also the present situation of national 
education...' 
The scheme's first part, which was consisted of the basic 
principles, was aptly transformed into the aims and objectives of 
Jamia Millia Islamia. The most outstanding feature of them was the" 
Self Directed Education'' which was to keep Jamia free from 
Government aid and control and to ensure that education of Muslims 
Q 
:o 
Mohsini, Qaiimi Talimi Tahreek P-
National Muslim Education, Comrade.ianuary 23,1925,. JMIA, New Delhi. 
should be in the hands of Mushms. This chief objective of Jamia had 
also been influenced by the opinions of Shaikhul Hind Maulana 
Mahmoodul Hasan which he expressed at the opening ceremony of 
Jamia. He said: 
...to keep Muslim education in Muslim hands, entirely free 
from all external control, so that we may be perfectly 
immune from pernicious alien influences in our ideals and 
beliefs, our morals and actions, our character and 
conduct....Our great community should no longer continue to 
produce cheap slaves from its colleges but are at making its 
educational institutions good substitutes of the ancient 
Muslim Universities of Baghdad and Cordova and the other 
Islamic institutions which had taught Europe before we 
began to learn from it." 
Thus Jamia had to be kept totally free from the influence of the 
Government and any kind of external interference and it should 
function on the principles and guidelines prepared by its founders and 
other nationalist leaders. 
The aims and objectives of Jamia further elaborated as-: 
The study of Islam should be an integral part of the 
scheme of studies for Muslim students along with the modem 
education. 
Presidential Address by Mahmoodul Hasan of Deoband at the inaugral ceremony of Jamia Millia 
Islamia, October 1920; Prospectus 1923-24.JM1A. New Delhi, pp.1-2. 
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Since the education through an ahen language was of little 
benefit for the nation and the community, the education in Jamia 
should be imparted in Urdu. 
Vocational training in Jamia during the period of 
education should be compulsory as to earn lively hood in the 
absence of suitable employment. 
The education in Jamia should not be expansive, as the 
door of institution should be open for all class of the society. 
[3.2] Scheme of the Course Structure in Jamia 
The formulation of the course of study in Jamia was greatly 
influenced by these principles. The scheme of national education for 
Muslims carefully prepared by Mohamed Ali unfolded the following 
pattern of education in Jamia, which was divided in four parts :-
The 'Maktab', course was to be completed in one-year duration 
either at home or in some national madarsah. The knowledge to be 
imparted should consist of writing and reading the alphabet, counting, 
and oral lessons in religion and morals. 
The 'Primary Stage', was assigned a duration of five years in 
which besides Theology of, Arithmetic and copy writing which were to 
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be taught as separate subjects, the students to be taught other subjects 
such as Science, History, Geography and the constitution of the country 
by means of a series of books which were to be prepared under the 
supervision of the University. These books were to contain a numbers of 
lessons on each of the subjects mentioned above and they were to be in 
the mother tongue of the student so that they could be studied not only 
for the sake of the language but also to serve the purpose of imparting 
knowledge of these subjects. 
The 'Secondary Stage', was also assigned the five-year duration 
and it was equal to the High School and intermediate standards. The 
subjects of the Secondary stage were following: -
Compulsory Subjects: 
Theology 
Urdu and Hindi 
Mathematics 
Arabic 
English 
Vocation 
Optional subjects, 
Any one of the following: -
(1) History of India and Outlines of the World's Geography 
(with elementary Politics in the last 2 years). 
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(2) Drawing 
(3) Science. 
Hindu students were to take Hindi Ethics and Sanskrit for 
Theology and Arabic respectively. 
Vocational Studies-The school attached to the university had arranged 
for courses in weaving, lock making, printing, (Litho as well as type in 
all its branches including halftone and line block-making) copy writing, 
shorthand and typewriting. Every student in the secondary stage must 
take any of these subjects. 
The 'University Stage', had two courses to offer, the Honors 
Degree course and the Ordinary Degree course. The time required for 
each course was three years after passing the Preliminary examination 
or four years after passing the Matriculation examination. 
The students passing matriculation from Universities other than 
Jamia or from a board of Education had to pass a one year course which 
was called Preliminary class. The following were the subjects for the 
Preliminary Class : 
107 
Compulsory Subjects. 
Theology Arabic 
Urdu and Hindi English 
Optional subjects. 
Elements of Economics and Civics 
Or 
Elements of Physics and Chemistry 
Hindu Students as in the case of Jamia Secondary course could 
be offered Hindu Ethics and Sanskrit in place of Theology and Arabic 
respectively. After passing preliminary class, a student was allowed to 
take admission either in B.A. (Honors) or ordinary B.A.. 
B.A. (Honors) was a prestigious course. Theology was 
compulsory in that course and anyone of the following schools could 
be offered for study: 
Islamic Studies 
Arabic language and Literature 
Persian Language and literature 
English Language and Literature 
Philosophy 
108 
Sociology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
History 
Law 
As regards the ordinary B.A degree, Theology and Enghsh 
Composition and General Knowledge were the compulsory subjects 
and for optional subjects there were two groups from which the two 
subjects from either of the groups were to be chosen. The two groups 
were following: -
Arabic 
Urdu 
Economics 
Civics and Politics 
Philosophy 
Geology. 
Persian 
Sanskrit 
History 
Mathematics 
Law 
B 
Physics 
Zoology 
Geology 
Chemistry 
Botany 
Mathematics. 
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The institution had also made some arrangements to offer diplomas 
in teaching and journalism which were one year courses and in 
commerce which was a two year course. The minimum qualification for 
admission in the diploma courses was B.A. There was a provision in 
such courses that the most successful candidate in each diploma was 
offered remunerative post in that department. 
Moreover, Jamia also offered certificate courses of two year 
duration for vocational training keeping in view the nee of technical 
education in India. The students were to learn one or more vocations 
with the special classes in theology, elementary book keeping, Urdu and 
English. The institution had assured the students to provide employment 
after successful completion of their vocational certificate course through 
1 9 
the influence of Jamia in certain places. 
The academic year of Jamia was divided into four terms, detail 
of which were as follows: 
First Term 
Second Term 
Third Term 
Fourth Term 
f^July to 30th September 
5"" October to 20"' December 
5'^ January to 20"^  March 
25"' March to 30'" April 
'" Prospectus 1923-24, op..cit. p.12, 
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The guiding principles of Jamia and the courses of studies had been 
formulated on the basis of the scheme prepared by Mohamed Ali 
which he confirmed in his articles in his weekly newspaper 'Comrade' 
and he also added that the adoption of scheme had not taken place in 
totality only due to the inadequate infrastructure and lack of fund. He 
concluded with an appeal to the people to extend financial support to 
the institution.'"^ 
The initial years of Jamia witnessed the infrastructure too 
inadequate to begin proper educational activities owing to its anti 
colonial entity, however, the founders and the student non-cooperators 
were carrying with them intense dedication and enthusiasm to see the 
institution prosper. The pressing demand for adequate fund and space 
to organise the educational functioning was met with some temporary 
arrangements (see chapter two)and the institution found itself on the 
proper course overlooking all the discomfort. 
The first year after the inception of Jamia became far more 
challenging to the student-non-cooperators with their being an integral 
part of the national education by joining Jamia and 
' Comrade, January 1926, JMIA, N.Delhi. 
I l l 
simultaneously acquiring tremendous nationalist fervours to join the 
freedom struggle. In this context, the senior students were offered a 
six-week crash course on the national struggle which was based on the 
lectures of the Khilafat Non-cooperation leaders. Mohamed AH took a 
personal interest in conducting the course. It included the instruction 
what was necessary to propagate the ideals of the Khilafat Non Co-
opration movement and the volunteers were likely to experience 
during their mobilization campaigns. After the completion of the 
course, the young enthusiasts were to go out in groups to different 
parts of the country.'"* In this regard, the senior students who should 
willingness to join the political mission of spreading the ideals of 
nationalism throughout the country were provided with the facility to 
appear in their examinations privately.'^  Those senior students who 
were to stay had the twin task of teaching their junior students and 
thereafter attending the lectures whenever they could be held. The first 
two years proved to be the transitory phase as by the end of the second 
14 
15 
Mujeeb, Dr. Zakir Hiissain pp. 28-29. 
Mudholi, Jamia ki Kahani. p.34. 
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year of its existence, Jamia's educational complexion began to take 
shape.'^ 
Thus, the first year of the Jamia's existence was marked with 
the politico-educational nature though the institution was in its days 
of infancy which required major attention to constructive work in 
education but the Jamia being primarily a nationalist institution, both 
the staff and students through it comparative to respond to the call of 
the country as the cause of Indian nationalism at that time was greatly 
in need of active workers and propagandists; following a rise in the 
leaders and their followers like to prisons in hundreds. The dauntmg 
task ahead was the proper implementation of the new syllabi which 
had been prepared to mark the departure from the syllabus of the 
Government owned institutions. 
The second year of Jamia started from July 1921. The interim 
syllabi which were published during the summer vacation included the 
upper three class up to high school along with the University stage as 
the lower classes couldn't be started mainly due to poor infrastructure 
but it was expected that the coming session would be witnessing the 
Talib, Jamia millia Islamia: Career ofAzad Taleem, op.cit., p. 161 
'Prospectus, 1923-24, J MI A, New Delhi. P.33. 
education in Jamia from primary stage to university stage. By 1923, 
Jamia had taken the shape of a full-fledged residential university despite 
passing through the phase of uncertainty regarding financial support to 
the institution. It had over 225 students of whom about 40 were 
Hindus."^ The numerical strength of Hindu students in Jamia well 
reflected its acceptability in Hindus as a truly national educational 
institution. 
Jamia being a residential university, all students were required 
to reside in the boarding houses provided by the institution. However, 
the vice chancellor had allowed a few students, for special reasons, to 
reside outside and attend the classes. For the boarding and lodging of 
students, suitable and satisfactory arrangements had been made and 
Jamia had erected bungalows and rented a few accommodations for 
this purpose. The all accommodations were conveniently situated 
amid sanitary surroundings. A member of the staff was the provost of 
the boarding houses and a tutor who was responsible for the conduct 
and character of the students and the domestic administration of the 
IS Ibid., p.50. 
house, supervised each boarding house. Apart from the provost and 
tutor several other members of the staff also lived with the students. 
Jamia had provided suitable arrangements for those Hindu 
students who wanted to make their own arrangements for their food in 
orthodox fashion. The university gave such students all possible 
facilities and supplied them with two separate kitchens. The over all 
mess arrangements were supervised by a medical officer. A competent 
medical officer was appointed to look after the health of students and 
for this very purpose he had to take a round of all boarding houses 
everyday. 
The university had a library which contained more than seven 
thousand books along with some valuable and rare manuscripts. In 
order to remain in touch with modem research, many journals were 
subscribed. For the teaching of science, it had good laboratories where 
ample provision was made for practical demonstration and 
experiments. The laboratories possessed the best and most up-to-date 
microscopes, slides, geological and botanical samples which were 
imported from Germany.''* The academic dress of Jamia was a green 
" prospectus 1923-24, JMIA, New Delhi, p. 15. 
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khaddar gown of the simplest pattern with yellow border on sleeve 
ends. This dress was prescribed to wear in all ceremonial occasions. 
Students were required to put on their gowns in the lecture room and 
when calling upon the vice chancellor or the professors and other 
Jamia authorities or when visiting the town, the railway station and 
mosques. 
As regards the expenses of studies, Jamia provided education 
with the most economic fee structure those days as the total 
expenditure of tuition fee and boarding house including miscellaneous 
charges was sixteen rupees a month. This expenditure was termed as 
cheapest those days keeping in view the facilities provided by the 
20 
mstitution. 
Numerous scholarships were also awarded in Jamia to 
deserving and hard working students. Those poor students who 
furnished sufficient proof of their inability to pay the dues were also 
helped. A very substantial amount of scholarship of Rs. sixteen was 
awarded to a Hindu student who read in the school of Islamic studies 
or the school of Arabic language and literature and the same amount 
-" ibid,, p.44. 
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of scholarship was awarded to a Mushm student who took up Sanskrit 
as one of the subjects for the ordinary BA. 
Jamia being the Urdu medium university, it had its own 
translation and compilation department where the standard books of 
other languages were translated in Urdu as to make them, available for 
the students. Moreover, a monthly magazine called the Jamia was 
published which had secured some eminent writers of those days as its 
contributors and the magazine was much appreciated in literary 
circles. 
Jamia, therefore, with its guiding philosophy and curricula, was 
duly acknowledged by the nationalist forces as the most successful of 
several attempts by nationalists in India to provide an education for 
the youth of the country which should not be demoralising. 
In the official account of the history of Jamia Millia Islamia 
during the Silver Jubilee in 1946, published by the registrar's office of 
the university which contained a fairly detailed status of educational 
activities. It threw light on the facts that the ambition of introducing 
many new courses in 1924-25 met with little success and institution 
continued with the course structure given in the prospectus of 1923. 
Some vocational courses available in 1923 were scrapped due to 
insufficient resources. The changes were made in the educational 
years in primary school which was five years in 1923 while in 1946 it 
was a period of six years having the courses such as Arithmetic, Urdu 
Islamiat, English, General Knowledge, Art and Craft. In the secondary 
level it was a span of four years which was five years in 20's and 30"s 
found a list of 143 students was mentioned who graduated from Jamia 
from 1921 to 1946 in Science, Social Science and Arts stream. 
Another list of intermediate pass-out mentioned around 125 students 
from 1939-1946. During the same time, a serious thinking was 
accorded to the education of girls in Jamia. It was envisaged that a 
girls high school be founded in Jamia which should serve as an 
example for the Indian society. It would be from class six to class 
eleven for around two hundred girls. The expenses were fixed around 
thirty rupees, which could be reduced in future. After completing the 
class eleven, they would appear in the Jamia senior examinations, 
which would be considered equivalent to intermediate level.^ ^ 
^ The Nation, Lahore 11"' Feb 1923, cited in Jamia Prospectus 1923-24, JMIA, New Delhi, pp.43-44. 
• Jamia Millia Islamia, MukhtasarTarikh Aiir Dastoor-iil-Amal 1946, JMIA, New Delhi. 
Thus, the idea for women education in Jamia emerged, though, 
with regret in mind that it was needed long before. The outHne was 
followed by proposed syllabi in which it was specifically mentioned 
that it would be both traditional and modern. 
Among the subjects taught at Jamia, History and Economics 
were privileged to have globally acclaimed teachers. The course 
structure of economics was considered to be different from that of 
other institutions. All established methodologies were being used in 
the teaching of Economics as Zakir Husain and Mohd Aqil were the 
teachers who possessed very high credentials academically. 
The teaching of History and political Science could also boasts 
to be par excellence in Jamia as the discipline had teachers of high 
repute like Muhammad Mujeeb and M.J. Kellat. 
In 1946, the Teachers Training College of Jamia, which was 
established in 1938, had carved its niche as the college had been 
successfully running three courses and its popularity led the 
Government of India to decide about sending sixty teachers for 
training. It was all due to a committed band of teachers who were 
ready to work in Jamia on a very meager amount, yet putting their 
best efforts. One can describe after an overview of other contemporary 
educational institutions, tiiis phenomenon of sacrifice for the cause of 
education was nowhere seen except in Jamia Millia Islamia. 
Chapter Four 
\n Immigrant University : Jamia's Journey to Delhi 1925 
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Chapter Four 
An Immigrant University: Jamia's Journey to Delhi 1925 
[4.1] Jamia in the Imperial City of Delhi 
Jamia Millia Islamia was rescued from being closed down 
with the joint efforts of Gandhi and Ajmal Khan both sharing the 
resolve to take all care of Jamia after its transfer from Aligarh to 
Delhi. Gandhi took the responsibility of providing the expenditure 
of one year while Ajmal Khan offered the institution to be 
established in the close vicinity of his Tibbiya College at Karol 
Bagh where a few buildings had been hired to accommodate the 
teachers and the taught.' The process of shifting was completed 
during the May and June of 1925, the months of summer vacations, 
and the sixth year of Jamia's academic session was expected to 
commence from July 1925. 
Ajmal Khan, meanwhile, planned a visit to Europe with 
Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari and reached Paris in April 1925.During his 
stay there, he met Zakir Husain who was on his way to Berlin from 
London where he had gone for collecting material for his Ph.D. 
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thesis. In Paris he assured Ajmal Khan of dedicating his whole life 
for Jamia along with his friends who had similar feeling for the 
National Muslim University. This fruitful discussion between the 
two was conveyed to Abdul Majid Khwaja, the vice-chancellor of 
Jamia, through the letter Ajmal Khan wTote to him on 4"" of May 
1925 from Paris. The letter contained the expression of the pleasant 
feeling Ajmal Khan felt after meeting the young scholar. 
When Ajmal Khan and M. A. Ansari reached Vienna to see a 
medical exhibition, Zakir Husain sent four of his friends, 
Muhammad Mujeeb, Abid Husain, Khwaja Abdul Hameed and 
Barkat Ali Qureshi to Vienna to meet them and discuss the aspects 
helpful in strengthening the institution. They met Ajmal Khan and 
Ansari on 10'*^  of July in Vienna and discussed the scheme they had 
prepared with Zakir Husain who was in close contact with the great 
educationists of Germany. 
The prelude of this constructive endeavor had its genesis in early 
1925 when Zakir Husain was informed by his friends of Jamia that the 
institution which he had joined during Non-cooperation was passing 
through a critical phase and could possibly be close down.^  The news 
Mohsini, Qaumi Talimi Tahreek, p.50. 
B.Shaikh Ali. Zakir Husain: Life and Times, p. 131. 
Miikhlasar Tarikh Aur Dasloor-ul-Amal. op.cit, p.43. 
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came to him as a shock since he had a great sense of attachment with 
Jamia.He found it a high time to make some serious efforts and held a 
discussion with Abid Husain on how to ensure the survival of the 
institution. Abid Husain showed his willingness to join hands in this 
regard and they both decided to work for Jamia after reaching back to 
India. In the meantime, Muhammad Mujeeb also joined the duo and 
inquired about the matter under discussion. After being told about the 
situation, he offered his services too, which took Zakir Husain by 
surprise as he had quite a different opinion about him. Since 
Muhammad Mujeeb had no prior association with Zakir Husain and 
Abid Husain, both the non-cooperator of Aligarh episode, while 
Muhammad Mujeeb had initially joined Oxford and had come to 
Germany to study in a printing press there he came in touch with them, 
therefore, having no emotional ties like they had with Jamia.With this 
background in mind, Zakir Husain thought of Muhammad Mujeeb to 
have his own priorities in life and that could be drastically changed if 
he joined them for the cause of Jamia. So, he replied in negative to the 
offer made by Mujeeb but only to be further contested with Mujeeb 
reacting on the statement of Zakir Husain that Jamia Millia was not a 
proper place for him. The discussion proceeded further, which deserves 
to be cited in the words of Muhammad Mujeeb, he wrote: 
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When I persisted in saying that I would also join, he 
said with some sharpness in his tone, "look, if I put you 
in a carriage at Delhi Station and take you to an open 
space and tell you, this is the Jamia Millia, what will 
you do?" I replied that if he called this open space the 
Jamia Millia, I would also say it was the Jamia Millia. 
We had all the while been standing in the middle of the 
room. In reply to my last remark he hugged me 
affectionately and said, "very well, you also join us.""^  
The decision of the three scholars was cabled to their Indian 
friends whom Zakir Husain wrote that: 
He and a few of his friends were ready to dedicate 
their lives to Jamia. Until their arrival, Jamia need 
not be closed. '^  
With this background the trio reiterated their coinmitment 
with Jamia to Ajmal Khan and M. A. Ansari in Europe. This 
development had due effect in Jamia too and all eyes were awaiting 
the arrival of Zakir Husain and his friends. 
Meanwhile, Jamia started taking shape in terms of its 
academic activities with the process of transfer completed under 
the supervision of Abdul Majid Khwaja. Nevertheless, the spirit 
which was there at the time of Jamia's inception was hard to 
produce this time since the assembly of the political leaders 
associated with the Non-Cooperation Movement was absent; yet. 
Mujeeb, Dr. Zakir Husain, p.41 
' Noorani, op.cit., p.26. 
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the determination of those who had accepted the option of Jamia's 
transfer to Delhi undisputedly, was far more strong with the fact in 
mind that they were associated with an institution which 
represented lofty, religious and national aims in the service of 
which all hardships could be borne.^ 
However, the transfer of Jamia to Delhi laid a great impact 
on the numerical strength of its students and staff since a few 
among them could not afford to join Jamia away from Aligarh. 
Those who finally made it to continue their association consisted of 
twenty-five to thirty staff and eighty students. The registrar of 
Jamia at Aligarh, Hasan Muhammad Hayat, could come to Delhi 
and was replaced by Rasheed Athar. The vice chancellor, Abdul 
Majid Khwaja, though continued his services in Delhi had signaled 
to find out his successor as some personal occupations were forcing 
him to discontinue his work. For the people of Jamia, it was not 
healthy to have him away since his contribution to make Jamia a 
truly educational institution, was far more than his being head of 
the institution. As the vice-chancellor of Jamia from 1922, he 
extended all possible services and if needed he provided financial 
'^ M. Mujeeb, 'Dr. Zakir Husain and the Jamia Millia Islamia', in V. S. Mathur (ed.) Zakir Husain: 
Educationist and teacher, (Delhi, 1969), p.40, 
Mohsini, Qaumi Talimi Tahreeli, p. 51. 
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assistance too. In early 1926, he handed over the charge to Abdul 
Aziz who found the task too hard and finally Tahir. S. Muhammadi, 
a teacher who hailed from Bombay, took the responsibility. 
The physical shape of Jamia was consisted of a long building 
called Latif Manzil serving as hostel, staff quarters, prayer and 
dining hall. Opposite the building, there were four houses across 
the street, two of them were used as classrooms while the two were 
o 
serving as library and the office. 
Gandhi had provided Jamia with the running expenses of its 
first year in Delhi, and thereafter it was for Ajmal Khan to manage 
the required fund for its maintenance.^ With such an uncertain 
financial state the institution was left with no option but to curtail 
some of its previous functioning. Affiliations to schools and 
colleges with Jamia were closed since the infrastructure fell short 
of monitoring the far-flung affiliated ones. Secondly, the course of 
vocational studies, B.Sc. and B.A (honours) were dropped from the 
scheme of studies. Such steps were taken to keep Jamia compatible 
to its available resources. 
Mujeeb, Dr Zakir Husain, p.42. 
' M. Mujeeb, 'Dr. Zakir Husain and the Jamia Millia Islamia', in V. S. Mathur (ed.) Zakir Husain: 
Educationist and teacher, (Delhi, 1969), p.38 
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[4.2] Arrival of Zakir Husain: A Lease of Life 
In February 1926, Jamia received its much-awaited guests 
with Zai<.ir Husain's return from Germany alongwith Muhammad 
Mujeeb and Abid Husain. Mohamed Ali's Urdu daily Hamdard 
provided details of their journey till their arrival in India on 21 
February. The paper flashed the news that they would be the 
permanent teachers and the staff of Jamia had expressed high 
regard for them.'^ On their arrival, the Jamia community gave them 
a resounding reception and a special number of the university 
magazine 'Jauhar' was brought out. 
Zakir Husain was appointed the vice-chancellor (Shaikhul 
Jamia) on 15'^  March 1926. He succeeded Tahir.S.Muhammadi who 
had been taking care of Jamia as head for the last one year. Abid 
Husain was appointed as registrar as well as the editor of 'Jamia' 
the institution's monthly journal. Muhammad Mujeeb was assigned 
to teach history and political science. With the trio taking up their 
responsibilities, expectations became high among their colleagues 
to see Jamia prosper. Mujeeb remarked to the new situation as: 
Dr. Zakir Husain had to face a mass of fear and 
hopes, emotional upsurges and exhortations that 
'"//owfiffifrd', Delhi Feb,9 1926 
" Noorani op.cit., p27. 
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something to be done immediately to ensure the 
survival of Jamia. 
The major task ahead for Zakir Husain was to improve 
Jamia's financial condition, which had been in a highly uncertain 
state since its inception. In this regard, he had to coordinate with 
Ajmal Khan who was responsible to Jamia's financial needs. 
Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari had also assured to extend his services and 
had taken charge of the secretaryship of the Foundation Committee. 
It was, however, not easy for Zakir Husain to coordinate with the 
two leaders as both were practicing physicians as well as political 
leaders and persons of social standing, able to fulfil their numerous 
commitments only with great difficulty.'^ Nevertheless, both were 
genuinely concerned for the prosperity of Jamia. Ajmal khan felt 
the greater responsibility for his being the chancellor (Amir-i-
Jamia). He took Zakir Husain with him in his efforts to procure 
funds which was mainly to approach the rich princes and landlords 
for getting grants. Jamia's anti-colonial stand had usually led the 
donors to give second thought and on some occasion could foil the 
efforts. Mujeeb recollected one event: 
If some mention of the Jamia found its way into 
conversation, one had to be beware of saying 
Mujeeb, Dr Zakir Husain, p.42 
' ' Ibid., p.43. 
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anything that would lead to questions about the 
attitude of the British Government towards Jamia.... 
When one of the courtiers of the Nawab of Rampur 
asked this question. Instead of replying to him Hakim 
Ajmal Khan asked someone present to pull aside the 
curtain as there were not enough lights. This 
interruption enabled the conversation to be given 
another direction 
Zakir Husain found it imperative to inlist support of the 
Muslim community and that could be gained only by organized 
publicity and the result would be significant only if fund raising 
could be made a continuous process. His decision to think 
exclusively of the Muslim community came in the wake of the fact 
that the rift between Hindus and Muslims had widened and it was 
unrealistic to imagine that Jamia could receive the support of both. 
He realized that he had as yet no status in the Muslim community 
and for this particular purpose he had to rely on Ajmal Khan and 
M.A.Ansari. He also bore in mind that the academic works in Jamia 
had their own requirements and adequate attention to be paid on the 
academic progress simultaneously. 
Mahatma Gandhi's patronage to Jamia was the most consistent 
one. His assurance for all possible help for its survival in Delhi was a 
big asset for Jamia. In June 1926, Zakir Husain went to see Mahatma 
" i b i d p. 44. 
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Gandhi at the Sabarmati Ashram along with Abid Husain, Shafiqur 
Rahman Qidwai and Muhammad Mujeeb. This was the first meeting 
of Gandhi and Zakir Husain. They held long talk about Jamia and the 
possible methods of raising funds. Gandhi showed all his willingness 
to work for Jamia's progress. The talks had lasting results with 
Gandhi being fully assured that Jamia was now in charge of a good 
Muslim and a convinced believer in Hindu-Muslim unity. On the 
other hand, Zakir Husain felt stronger in his resolve to keep Jamia on 
the course of stability. The first meeting witnessed an understanding 
between the two, which was to grow with time.'^ 
After this momentous meeting Zakir Husain proceeded to 
Hydrabad and approached many people there with Abdul Majid 
Khwaja and Abdul Haque. The visit bore some fruit with a 
collection of twenty five thousand rupees. From Hydrabad, a 
delegation led by Khwaja Abdul Hai, left for Kathiawar and 
Madhya Pradesh. In January 1927, Zakir Husain with Abdul Aleem 
Ahrari and Hamid Ali Khan organized a tour of Bihar. Here, with 
active support of Maulvi Shafi Daoodi, a reasonable amount was 
collected. Despite his failing health, Ajmal Khan also reached there 
" Gandhi once again reiterated his resolve to collect funds for Jamia to the extent that he could go 
round with his beggar's bowl, however, he was afraid that it might have an unfavourable effect on 
Muslim opinion about the Jamia, See, Mujeeb, Dr Zakir Husain, p.46. 
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and for five days to the place namely, Patna, Muzaffarpur, Barh 
and Biharsharif. He delivered speeches at several places and 
collected a good amount of fund. 
As regards academic activities, a night school was started at 
Karol Bagh under the supervision of Faiyaz Ahmad and Abdul 
Ghaffar Mudholi. The school was meant for teaching the adults of 
the surroundings. Moreover, a branch of Jamia School was opened 
at Sadar Bazar in the charge of Syed Muhammad AH. The 
functioning of the school was divided into two parts as during the 
day the school was to provide primary education to the children and 
in the evening it was to impart education to the adults. For the 
propagation of Jamia's aims and objectives and the details of its 
activities, a fortnightly newsletter 'Payam-I-Taleem' was brought 
out with Abid Husain as its editor and Abdul Majid Khwaja 
provided financial assistance in bringing out the newsletter. Ina 
very short span of time its circulation grew and its pages were 
increased now containing some articles for the children too. Later 
on, the editorship was given to Saeed Ansari and Abdul Gaffar 
Mudholi became its manager. 
Jamia's Department of Translation and Compilation was 
reactivated and Abid Husain was entrusted to look after it with the 
assistance of Saeed Ansari and Aabdul Aleem Ahrari. The new 
proposal were envisaged to popularize the books published under 
the Translation and Compilation department which later on 
renamed as Urdu Academy and 'Jamia' and 'Payam-I-Taleem' were 
to be brought out the newly named Urdu Academy. 
For the development of the quality of life, the students of 
Jamia were to live in 'House System' in which a teacher was 
responsible for fifteen students and the duty was to look after their 
dressing habits, cleanliness and helping those who were supposed 
to participate in various debate competitions. For this particular 
purpose, a few houses were hired instead of a single building and a 
group of thirty students was accommodated with two wardens for 
the management while the dayscholars were to follow the old 
system. Muhammad Mujeeb was also given the wardenship with 
another teacher, Ramchandran, who hailed from Madras. They both 
made efforts to set examples for the students by doing all their 
works themselves including the preparation the food. Ramchandran 
had his own justification for attending prayer with the Muslim 
students as he replied the query of a student that whatever was 
recited in 'Namaz' was beyond any denial by anyone from other 
religions. 
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The remembrance of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre had a 
duration of one week called 'Qaumi Hafta' (national week). On this 
occasion, guest speakers were invited in Jamia to address the 
students while the students used to write essays. Till 1926, the 
Quami Hafta had been organized the same way but in 1927, Prof. 
Ramachandran gave a proposal that mare remembrance of the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre would serve no purpose, hence a 
constructive program should be prepared a for the Quami Hafta. 
which was to be observed from 6"^  to 13"^  April. It was decided that 
on 13'*^  of April all the workers of Jamia would be offered a day 
leave and the entire student community would undertake their 
works. Moreover, a group of students would go to the nearby areas 
and clean the selected ones. On that day the students were the hosts 
of the workers and employees who would be served food by the 
students. The motive behind this programme was to develop the 
sense of equality as well as cultivating the habits of doing such 
works if needed. 
This year a number of distinguished persons were invited in 
Jamia. Chief among them were Abul Kalam Azad, Sarojini Naidu 
and Sultan Jahan Begum of Bhopal. During Sarojini Naidu's visit , 
a student of Jamia rose to his feet and very politely said to her that 
'India had witnessed riots between Hindu and Muslim and you 
elderly people didn't do much to promote unity among them so we 
would do it after being mature'. Sarojini Naidu felt good to see the 
boy's confidence and assured that they would do all possible in this 
regard till he grew up. 
Mahatma Gandhi's visit, however, was the greatest occasion 
since he was coming to Jamia for the first time after its transfer to 
Delhi.'^ The students of Jamia presented him rupees seventy for the 
promotion of 'Khadi' and later he was given by Mohamed Ali, 
Shaukat Ali, Hakim Ajmal Khan, (Chancellor) M.A. Ansari 
(Secretary, Foundation Committee) Seth Jamanalal Bajaj and 
Mahadev Desai. The students felt highly encouraged and requested 
Gandhi to ensure the communal harmony. Gandhi talked to the 
students and emphesised that those who responded to the call of 
Non-Coopration during the peak of Hindu-Mualim unity and left 
their institution had offered a great service to the nation and their 
sacrifice would add a lot to the freedom struggle. 
He maintained that it was not a matter of pleasure for the 
people of Jamia that he came here but it was his wish to share a few 
"^  CWMG, vol. 35, p. 209. 
"ibid., p. 210. 
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moments with them. He requested them to remain unaffected of the 
poison being spread to further the gulf between the Hindu and 
Muslims. 
By the end of 1927, Jamia had started developing in an 
organised institution. Efforts were being made by Zakir Husain to 
keep Jamia on a sound financial basis and its academic activities 
were improving in a gradual process. 
However, Jamia once again plunged in to a state of 
uncertainty with the death of Hakim Ajmal Khan in 29^ *^  December 
1927. His death was an irreparable loss to the whole community but 
for Jamia it was a personal tragedy. He had saved Jamia during the 
phase of acute crisis in Aligarh and moved it to his own place and 
provided it with all essential requirements either from his own 
pocket'^ During the time of his death Jamia was under heavy debts 
but with Ajmal Khan this was not a matter of great concern for his 
resolve to support Jamia and his strong social connection were 
strong factor to see Jamia out of its debts,'^ however his death put 
Jamia in a state of uncertainty. Zakir Husain, himself under 
tremendous agony, tried to console the disheartened staff of Jamia 
'^  Ibid., p.434. 
Mukhtasar TarikhAur Dastoor-ul-Amal, p.44. 
and asked them to have courage. M.A.Ansari took the charge of 
Amir-e-Jamia (Chancellor)/ Zakir Husain and M.A. Ansari had 
great responsibility in the wake of Ajmal Khan's death. Jamia was 
being run in rented buildings, thus the immediate task was to 
remove its debts and make funds available for its future expenses. 
The matter was put before the friends and sympathisers of Jamia 
and a public meeting was organized in February 1928 in the 
memory of Hakim Ajmal Khan which was attended, apart from the 
members of the Foundation Committee of Jamia, by scores of 
political leaders, namely, Motilal Nehru, Srinivas Ayanger, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Madan Mohan Malviya, Sarojini Naidu, Raja 
Mahmudabed, Vijay Aghwacharya, T. Prakasham Lai Shankar Lai, 
Sardar Sarol Singh and others. M.A. Ansari apprised them of the 
aims and objectives of Jamia and explained the salient features of 
Jamia, such as religion teaching, simplicity, brotherhood, Urdu as 
medium of instruction, and Hindu-Muslim unity. He made it clear 
that Jamia had no building of its own and in the memory of Hakim 
Ajmal Khan, 'Ajmal Jamia Fund\ was being founded with a target 
of eight lakhs rupees for constructing Jamia's own buildings. The 
proposal was accepted but the response in financial terms was quite 
-" Ibid., p. 44, 
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meager and only Rs. 15,000 could be collected. Such a 
disappointing outcome led the staff of Jamia to think in terms of 
curtailment. 
Until now, the management of Jamia was under the 
Foundation Committee, which was constituted at the time of its in 
1920. This committee was looking after the affairs through its 
constituted bodies. Syndicate and Academic Council. The 
foundation committee held its meeting in March 1928 and 
constituted a new Board of Trustees whose members were elected 
and all power of the Foundation committee were transferred to this 
new Board of Trustee and the Foundation Committee was 
dissolved. The Syndicate (Executive Council) of the new Board of 
Trustees consisted of the following members: 
President - Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari (Chancellor) 
Secretary - Zakir Husaln (Vice-Chancellor) 
Tresurar - Jamnalal Bajaj 
Registrar - Abid Husain 
Members - Mohamed AH 
Abul Kalam Azad 
Abdul Majid Khwaja 
Mohammed Shafi Dawoodi 
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The tremendous pressure on the staff of Jamia owing to the 
paucity of funds, once again put them on trial. The closure of Jamia 
seemed to be inevitable in the existing situation which compelled 
Zakir Husain to write a letter to M.A. Ansari describing that the 
debt of Jamia which was about Rs.55,000 which was immediately 
required to open the institution after the summer vacation of 1928. 
He further discussed that the sum required was difficult to manage 
thus it should be made clear that they were unable to run the 
institution and if some hands could find it convenient to take the 
responsibility to run Jamia, this offer could be made before the 
nation to enable them to take initiatives, and the Board of Trustees 
should hand over the institution to those willing to serve Jamia. 
M.A. Ansari conveyed the feelings of Zakir Husain to the 
Board of Trustees in his letter addressed to them. He endorsed the 
suggestions made by Zakir Husain for the future course of Jamia. 
He included in his letter his thorough deliberation with Zakir 
Husain of the possibilities after the present Board of Studies 
withdraw its services to Jamia. Zakir Husain maintained that the 
emergence of a body within the staff of Jamia, could be 
contemplated as some hints were given by them that a new 
organization would be founded called Anjuman-e-Taleem-e-Milli 
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which would include those ready to sense Jamia with minimum cost 
of greater need without any salary. Such institution had indicated 
that a pledge would be taken not to take more than the fixed salary. 
Zakir Husain expressed hope that such a drastic step could ensure 
the survival of Jamia. 
The letter of M.A.Ansari evoked mixed response as some 
suggestion came from a few trustees found Jamia's closure as an 
option while a few did not bother to respond. The strong expression 
came from the Jamia's staff with majority of them wishing Jamia to 
survive and they would serve it under the new organization which 
led whatever terms and conditions. 
Gandhi was appraised of the state of affair in Jamia with 
special mention of the proposal of Zakir Husain of taking ones the 
institution by its teachers who would pledge their lives to sum it." 
Gandhi found the idea to be very practical. He expressed his 
feelings in a letter to M.A. Ansari from Sabarmati on July 6 1928, 
which wrote: 
...I feel that the new committee should surrender all the 
powers to the professors of who have pledged themselves 
to become life workers or the committee should become an 
active working body and take charge of the financial 
liabilities are concerned. But from what 1 can see for 
myself the committee will not act swiftly and effectively. 
Noorani op.cit., p. 27. 
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And if it nether acts nor surrenders full control to the 
working professors, I can see nothing but a lingering death 
for Jamia and that would be a terrible tragedy... 
Gandhi insisted Ansari "To come to definite conclusions 
before long so that there may be either a decent burial to the Jamia 
or that the Jamia may resume its work with same degree of safety." 
Gandhi strongly favored a small body for Jamia's 
management with Zakir Husain at the helm of affairs at this was 
reflected in his letters to Shaukat AH in response to his concern for 
Jamia. He wrote to Shaukat Ali on 16^ '^  July 1928 from his 
Sabarmati Ashram, that if Zakir Husain was not given a free hand 
in Jamia's affair, the collapse of the institution seemed to be 
eminent. He felt that preference to a small body of Zakir Husain 
and his associates once the unmanageable large committee of 
control could bring about a chance of tiding once the difficulty. 
Such a grate support from Gandhi was quite encouraging for Zakir 
Husain who felt stronger in his resolve to do something tangible. 
On July 25"' 1928, an emergency meeting of the Board of trustees 
was held which took the historical decision to transfer to power to 
the Anjuman-e-Talimi Milli (National Education Society) which 
was, then onwards, to take once the responsibility of carrying on 
" . I b i d . , 
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the work of Jamia. The society assumed the control immediately 
and held its first meeting on September 1928, adopting a 
constitution which defined Jamia's objective as the spread of 
education among the people in general and Muslims in particular. 
Further, it was based on two fundamental principals, first, that, 
until the country attained independence, Jamia would nether seek, 
nor accept, any help from the Government and secondly, to treat all 
religion impartially and to enhance its aims and objects, the society 
would ensure the survival of Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi as 
follows: 
Dr M.A.Ansari 
Dr Zakir Husain 
Jamna Lai Bajaj 
Mohammad Aslam 
Mohammad Mujeeb 
Shafiqueur Rahman Qidwai 
Khawaja Abdul Hai 
President (Chancellor) 
Secretary (Vice-Chancellor) 
Treasurer 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
The pioneer for the membership of the society was of two 
kind. Life and Ordinary. It was for the life members to take the 
pledge Jamia for twenty years with a salary, which would in no 
case exceed Rs.150/-
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The pledge to be signed said like as follows: 
"I hereby solemnly declare that I.... son of... 
have under taken to serve Anjuman-Jamie-Milli for 
the end of my life which ever be the shorter, and never 
to accept remuneration for service or services 
exceeding Rs.150/- a month. I declare also, that I shall 
loyally adhere to the aims and objects of the society 
and faithfully observe the rules laid down in the 
constitution of the society and all other rules and 
regulations subsequently drawn up by the society in 
accordance with the power given to it by the 
constitutions" '^^  
The first signatories of the pledge were: 
1. Zakir Husain 
2. Khwaja Abdul Hai 
3. Mohammad Aslam Jairajpuri 
4. Faiyaz Ahamad 
5. Shafiqur Rahman Qidwai 
6. Saeed Ansari 
7. Irshadul Haque 
8. Saad Ansari 
9. Hamid Ali Khan 
10. BarkatAli 
11. Muhammad Mujeeb 
With the foundation of Anjuman-e-Taleem-e~MUli, Jamia 
entered a new phase with academicians taking charge of Jamia from 
the political leaders, thus saving the institution from political 
Constitution of The Jamia Millia Islamia, 1950, JMIA , New Delhi, pp.1-2. 
142 
uncertainties and full authority to manage the affairs of Jamia 
under the able leadership of Zakir Husain. 
When Jamia celebrated its Yaum-e-Tareer (Anniversary day) 
that year with a new zeal, though in condition of acute financial 
distress, in which many distinguished persons came as the guests. 
They were Annie Besant, Motilal Nehru, Lala Lajpatrai, Abul 
Kalam Azad, Mohamed AH, Madan Mohan Malviya, Srinivas 
Ayyanger, Satyamurti, N.C. Kelker and Asif Ali. Madan Mohan 
Malviya unfurled the national flag to the singing of the National 
Anthem. Zakir Husain while addressing the gathering mentioned 
the days when it was considered the matter of pride to contribute to 
Jamia but in the present time it was being treated with utter 
indifference as evidenced by the poor response to the appeal for the 
'Ajmal Jamia Fund'. Further, he felt proud to announce the 
formation of Anjuman-e-Talim-e-Milli. 
In the subsequent days, the address of Zakir Husain proved 
effective and offer started coming from various provinces to send 
delegation for collecting funds. Abul Kalam Azad, Mohamed Ali, 
M.A.Ansari and Zakir Husain toured a number of places for this 
purpose. 
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[4.3] JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA AND CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 
MOVEMENT 
The Civil-Disobedience Movement started on March 12 1930 
with Mahatma Gandhi's famous Dandi march. The moment led a 
grate impact on teachers and students of Jamia for their being very 
sensitive to political events and always ready to respond to the 
steps taken by Gandhi and Congress. The enthusiasm to join civil 
was well reflected by Shafiqur Rahman Qidwai, Faiyaz Ahmed and 
Devdas Gandhi among the staff while C.Krishna Nair, K.C.Dega 
and Husain Hassan were students who had decided to join the 
movement. The official stand of Jamia was not in favour of closing 
down the institution for participating in the movements which was 
in the case of Gujarat and Kashi Vidyapith, since Zakir Husain 
made it a point that the purpose Jamia was fulfilling by important 
national education and serving as an institution opposed to the 
colonial rule, was in itself a service to the national movement and 
closing it could greatly affect its reopening which would greatly 
depend on the outcome of the political development in the wake of 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. Thus, the existence of Jamia 
could once again plunge into a state of uncertainty. For the 
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participation in the movement a promise was made that those 
willing to participate in the movement could take the leave, 
specially the teachers so that an alternative arrangement could be 
made to maintain the academic session. 
Jamia had its own way to respond to the political events 
related to the national movement by organizing a meeting to 
explain to the significance to the students. Everyone was free to 
express his own opinion, the students being the first to speak 
followed by the teachers and finally the Vice-Chancellor himself. 
The same day when the Civil Disobedience Movement was 
launched, a meeting was organized in Jamia in which strong 
reaction came against the British rule which was only possible in 
institutions like Jamia, of being under no obligation of the 
Government, the meeting was concluded with Zakir Husain's 
address in which he reminded that it was 1920 when Mahatma 
Gandhi who began a movement which concerned itself with the 
villages, contrary to the previous ones which were confined to the 
cities only, resulting in the involvement of the major part of the 
Indian population, but the country's entire strength was deviled 
between the two grievances of Punjab atrocities and Khilafat 
agitation, which had not been able to sustain much resulting in the 
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agitation, which had not been able to sustain much resulting in the 
feeling of frustration in the country and the movement could not 
acquire its true form. Nevertheless, after a decade once again that 
moment was appearing in its original colour. 
For those, interested to join the Civil Disobedience 
Movement, he showed a grate sense of appreciation and mentioned 
that they must do so. They could take long leave after giving due 
notice of their intention, so that the academic work of Jamia would 
not suffer.^ "* 
The Civil Disobedience Movement coincided with Jamia's 
Qaumi-Hafta (National Week) which was organized , from its 
inception, to commemorate the Jalianwala massacre. The entire 
week had some constructive programme in its fold such as, 
providing 'Charkha' and cotton to the unemployed men and widows 
among the poor. 13^ *^  of April was the day to conclude the 
envisaged programmes and a meeting was held. Among the staff, 
Shafiquer Rahman Qidwai and Saeed Ansari anounced their 
participation in the Civil Desobedience with due permision of the 
Vice-chancellor. Finally, in his speech Zakir Husain emphesised 
the importance of constructive works which were done by the 
"•* Mujeeb, Dr Zakir Husain. P.60. 
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Students and expected them to continue them in their house. He 
congratulated Shafiqueur Rahman Qidwai for his participation in 
the movement and expressed his sense of gratitude for all who were 
given up their comforts of life by joining the movement. 
Those who were sent to jail during the Civil Disobedience 
Movement for Jamia Millia Islamia were Fayyaz Ahmed (teacher) 
Devdas Gandhi (teacher) Shafiqueur Rehman Qidwai (teacher) 
Haseen Hasan (student) Kanak Chandra Dega (student) Krishna 
Nair (student). 
Despite Jamia's not joining the Civil Disobedience Movement 
officially, it had to face the wrath of the Government on Jamia had 
received a major grant of Rs. 50,000 from the Nizam of Hydrabad 
and a monthly grant of Rs. 1000 for recurring expanses. It was due 
to the effort of Zakir Husain and Akbar Yar Jung, a member of 
Nizam's council, who was distantly related to Zakir Husain and had 
a sense of appreciation for Jamia's good work. But another member 
of the council, Nizamat Jung put a condition that it was to be 
approved by the chief Commissioner of Delhi, Sir John Thomson, 
the Commissioner refused to approve the grant for participation of 
Jamia in the Civil Disobedience Movement. He communicated his 
disapproval to the Nizam's Government. Zakir Husain met the 
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Commission but in vain since he made it a point for disapproval 
that Jamia was not loyal to the British Government. Zakir Husain 
could not persuade him to reverse his decision and left the matter to 
be discussed again. After the retirement of Thomson Zakir Husain 
negotiated with his successor Johnson but he was asked. It was 
finally after four years that the grant was approved by the Chief 
Commissioner. 
Chapter Five 
Jamia Millia Islamia: Transition from 
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Chapter Five 
Jamia Millia Islamia: Transition from Uncertainty to 
Optimism 
[5.11 Prospects for a Better Time. 
The major concern of the forces at work in Jamia had 
consistently been to explore the ways to procure finances to keep 
the institution intact. In the writings of one of the teachers of 
Jamia, G. Ramachandran, in Young India, he illustrated the life of 
Jamia with this fact that on some occasion it was not known 
whether the people in Jamia would get their meal.' 
The need of the hour was to provide stability to this aspect. 
In this respect, Zakir Husain decided to implement an important 
scheme of setting up Shoba Hamdardan-e-Jamia (Society of the 
Patrons of Jamia). The idea was that Jamia existed for the public 
benefits and the people should come forward to support it. Its 
aims and objectives were to remove the ignorance and educate 
the masses; therefore, the public should help in this great cause. 
Young India, 5th January, 1928, 
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The scheme came into force from the academic year of 1932-33. 
Zakir Husain chose a very sincere associate, Shafiqur Rahman 
Qidwai who began his first day as the head of Shoba-e-
Hamdardan-e-Jamia in a moving vehicle (Geep) working as his 
office. It was his commitment and efforts which made the scheme 
a success within a very short span of time. 
By October 1936, the number of patrons increased to four 
thousand and the total contribution in a year reached nearly 
15,000 to 16,000. Though the total contribution was not great 
from the monitory point of view, nevertheless, the greatest asset 
was the consciousness and willingness of the people to help 
regularly. Shafiqur Rahman Qidwai was assisted in this job by 
Khwaja Abdul Hai and Faiyaz Ahmad. 
The scheme of Jamia patrons proved to be the most 
consistent source in the efforts of the fund raising so far. The 
progress of the fund raising through the Shoba-e-Hamdardan-e 
Jamia could be well noticed from the following figures:2 
Year No. of Patrons Amount 
1932-33 1175 
^Hamdard Jamia, January 1937. JMIA, New Delhi. 
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1933-34 2132 Rs. 10850/= 
1934-35 2574 Rs. 15978/= 
1935-36 3616 Rs. 16900/= 
The increasing number of patrons was a very encouraging 
sign for Jamia staff which was already worthing on very low 
amount of money as salary since the achievement was not only to 
secure financial. By the time the membership of the sympathizers 
had reached around four thousand and those contributing, varied 
from the donors of rupees ten to Four Anna per month.^ The 
Shoba Hamdardan-e-Jamia not only extended its activities in 
India but it sent delegates to Singapore, Maldives, Burma and 
Lanka to apprise people of its aims and objectives and seek 
financial contributions from those who appreciated its efforts'*. 
From Oct. 1936, the first issue of the journal, Hamdard-e-Jamia, 
a monthly organ of the sympathisers of Jamia, came out. Those 
who were contributing at least six rupees yearly were entitled of 
free of cost subscription of the journal which provided a detailed 
account of Jamia's activities as well as the financial contributions 
^Ziaul Hasan Faruqi, Quest For Truth, p. 117. 
Mukhtasar Tarikh Aur Dasloor-ul-Amal. p. 156. 
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Jamia received from various sources. This initiative of 1936 
provided a strong moral support apart from the financial gains as 
having a few thousand sympathisers ever willing to support by all 
available means, though majority of them were not rich, but they 
were ready to share their hard earned money for the wellbeing of 
Jamia.^ This development was far more significant than the 
previous ones of the high profile fund raisings which did not 
yield desired results while the contributions received through 
Hamdardan-e-Jamia were consistent and reliable. Consequently, 
the financial condition of Jamia had been improving gradually 
with the combined efforts of Zakir Husain and the staff of Jamia 
and Hamdardan-e-Jamia after a long span of social and financial 
uncertainties, a new era of financial stability had been in sight 
with the help of a such a distinctive and committed way of fund 
raising. In 1937, a five year progress report was published in the 
issue of Hamdard Jamia of October-November, 1937. This report 
indicated that Jamia mission had reached the far flung areas of 
the country and whoever came in contact felt obliged to help it.^  
The numbers of registered contributors increased to more than ten thousand people in 1946 as 
compared to four thousand in 1936. Moreover, the number of those contributors who were not 
regular, including rulers of princely states rose to approximate six or seven thousand in 1946., 
Mukhtasar Tarikh Aur Dastoor-id-Amal, p. 156. 
^Ziaul Hasan Faruqi, Quest For Truth , p. 122. 
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The society of Jamia patrons successfully disseminated the 
notion which was behind this initiative that Jamia existed for 
public benefit and people should come forward to support it. This 
fact was well supported by the figure of total collection in 1936-
37, as Rs 25000 were raised from approximately five thousand 
people in compared to Rs 16900 from approximately three 
thousand six hundred people in 1935-36. 
Halide Edib was a prominent Turkish leader and social 
reformer, whose remarkable achievements contributed a lot in the 
formation of modern Turkey. She specially mentioned the 
popularity of Zakir Husain during her India visit whom she had 
first met at Munich in 1923. Life at Jamia in 1935 was depicted 
in the writings of Halide Edib who was invited by M.A. Ansari to 
deliver a series of lectures at Jamia Millia Islamia. It was a series 
of eight lectures delivered in January and February 1935. She 
stayed for two months. Her lectures were compiled and published 
in 1937 in the form of a book Conflicts of East and West in 
Turkey. During her India visit, she met Gandhi on 9th of Jan 
1935 and interviewed him. She sat down near Gandhi and said: 
I have come to learn from you and take whatever I can for 
my own people. 
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Gandhi presided over tlie lectures she delivered on 18"^  and 
19"^  of January at Jamia Millia Islamia. Halide Edib, addressed 
Gandhi with following remarks: 
...The twentieth century is blessed in having Mahatma Gandhi, 
the New Teacher, the needed servant of humanity. 
While delivering his presidential remarks on 19"^  of January at 
Jamia, Gandhi spoke profoundly on India and Turkey, 
specifically the similarities in their political sufferings and he 
wished a bright future for both India and Turkey. 
She witnessed life at Jamia during her visit and dealt at 
length about Jamia in her book Inside India. Besides, she had 
high regards for Zakir Husain which she had described in his 
book. 
Her feelings for Jamia were well reflected when she wrote: 
One must visit Jamia if one wishes to grasp the 
forces at work in India. 
Zakir Husain wanted the guests to come to Jamia to deliver 
lectures from beyond the boundaries of India. Thus, he invited 
^Helide Edib. Inside India, (London, 1937), p.95. 
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people like Husein Raouf Bay inl933, Dr. Behjet Wahabi of 
Cairo in 1934 and Halide Edib Hanum in 1935. 
Husein Raouf Bay was one of the outstanding leaders in the 
Turkish War of national liberation and Helide Edib had earned 
fame both in Turkey and the West as an author and social 
reformer. 
On 15'"^  of January, 1937, Zakir Husain broadcast a speech 
entitled 'Jamia Millia Islamia' at Delhi radio station. In his 
speech, he mentioned how Jamia met its expenses, he explained 
that Jamia had been getting sufficient fund from the states of 
Hydrabad and Bhopal. Moreover the Delhi municipality had 
recently sanctioned a monthly grant of five hundred rupees. He 
further explained that most of the Jamia funds were provided by 
the small donation contributed by the sympathisers of Jamia 
which meant a lot as they donated generously the part of their 
hard earn income to the cause of educating the young member of 
Q 
the community. 
ZakirHusain's remarkable characteristic was to be equally 
acceptable among rich, educated and uneducated people, which 
Ziaul Hasan Faruqi, Quest For Truth , p. 117. 
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provided a composite supporting force for Jamia both financially 
and morally. 
[5.2] Wardha Scheme and Jamia Millia Islamia 
Once again the nature of education in colonial India was 
contested by Gandhi when the Indian National Congress came 
to power in seven provinces following the Provincial Assembly 
elections held in 1937 under the Act of 1935. The performance 
of congress was remarkable as it emerged very strong with 
commanding majority in six provinces and becoming the 
largest party in two provinces.^ 
The emerging political scenario appeared to be an occasion 
for a serious reconsideration towards the strategies and 
struggle launched by Gandhi to evolve an educational system 
suitable for the needs of Indian people. Gandhi wrote in 
Harijan on 2"^ ^ October 1937: 
"Having spoken strongly in 1920 against the present system 
of education, and having now got the opportunity of 
influencing, however little it maybe. Ministers in seven 
Provinces, who have been fellow workers and fellow sufferers 
Uma Kaura, Muslims and Indian Nationalism, p-108 
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in the glorious struggle for freedom of the country, I have felt 
an irresistible call to make good the charge that the present 
mode of education is radically wrong from bottom to top."'° 
The episode of 1920 had left a major imprint on the 
glorious struggle of freedom with the concept of national 
education taking a concrete shape in the form of various national 
educational institutions and the most prominent among them was 
Jamia Millia Islamia closely followed by Gujrat Vidyapith and 
Kashi Vidyapith. Jamia was born on 29'^ October 1920 and also 
born was a conscience of a young Indian nationalist who 
intervened and raised his concern for the space method and 
structure of the proposed national educational institution. 
Although met with some resistance, his concern created the basis 
of a through process of an alternative institution in the case of the 
failure of not getting the M.A.O. College converted into a 
national institution." Zakir Husain, the young nationalist and a 
student lecturer at Aligarh, had decided to leave his Alma Meter 
in response to the call of Non Cooperation given by Gandhi and 
Mohamed Ali at M.A.O. College. He believed; 
'°CffA/G,Vol.72, p-286. URL : http://www.gandhiserve.org/cwmg/VOL072.PDF 
" For detail see the preceding chapter which dealt the genesis of Jamia. 
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It was the first conscious decision of my life. 
Perhaps the only one I have ever taken. The Rest of 
my life has but flowed from it.'^ 
This conscious decision of Zakir Husain proved to be the 
watershed as he was the person who rescued Jamia from getting it 
closed down in 1925. He became a synonym for Jamia after he 
joined the institution in 1926. What follows' in these pages is the 
episode of Zakir Husain's another just intervention, whichresuhed 
in a significant edition in the political course for educational 
development from nationalistviewpoint.This intervention was in 
the shape of Zakir Husain's remarks on Gandhi's vision of a 
system ofeducation significantly suited for the need of the masses 
oflndiawhich he put forward at the educational conference at 
Wardhain 1937. 
The conference was to be held in Wardha on 22"''and 23'^ '' of 
October 1937 in which Gandhi was to introduce a scheme of basic 
education amonglndian'^. Invitation were sent to men and women who 
were known need to be concerned for a truly Indian education and 
to nationalist institutions like Jamia Millia Islamia, Gujrat 
Vidyapith, The Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapith and the Andhra Jatiya 
'"Quoted in A.G. Noorani, President Zakir Husain, op. cit, p. 
'^CWMG, vol..72, p . 295. 
Kalasalaat Masulipatnam. Some ministers and officials of tiie 
newly established Provincial Governments were also included.''* 
Zakir Husain was also a participant of the conference along with 
Muhammad Mujeeb and Abid Husain.Gandhi had expressed 
profoundly the nuances of his scheme of basic educationin an issue 
of Harijan on 2"^ ^ Octoberwhich were to be discussed in the 
conference. He emphasised that the primary education should be 
extended for a period of seven or longer yearsand covering all the 
subjects up to the matriculation level except English. Moreover, 
vocational education should be there and such education should be 
self-supporting. An elaboratedscheme was there before the 
ministers and invited educationists to work upon for a structural 
change keeping in view the social and practical need of the Indian 
society. Gandhi made a special; mention of the use of takli in the 
process of early education along with other subjects. 
For all those who were present in the conference, Gandhi's 
ideas on national education appeared to be as an accomplished 
programme, except Zakir Husain who implemented all his wisdom 
to sense the essentials of Gandhi's thought on basic education and 
'Varjorie Sykes, The Story of NaiTalim,Fifty Years ofEdiicaunn at Sevagram, !93'-l9S7 .- A 
Record of Reflections, Part IV. Basic National Education 1937-44. ( Wardha 1988) 
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to identify the shortfalls that needed to be rectified. He decided to 
offer his criticism despite an overwhelmingly unfavourable 
atmosphere. What Zakir Husain expressed on Gandhi's ideas on 
educational scheme for Indians resulted in a significant 
development. His detailed remarks were as follows: 
"Mahatmaji thinks that the scheme he has placed before 
you is absolutely original, and that it can be accepted only by 
those who believe in non-violence and in rural civilization. 
But those who are working in the educational field will not 
find Mahatmaji's scheme very new. They know that true 
learning can be imparted only through doing. They also 
know that children have to be taught various subjects 
through manual work, no matter one believes in rural or 
urban civilization, in violence or non-violence...Many 
educationists have, therefore, been trying to make some 
manual work the centre of education. In America this method 
is called the project Method and in Russia the Complex 
Method. We can surely impart education to our children 
through the takli and the charkha and some other suitable 
handicrafts... 
"There may be some aspects of a subject which 
cannot be taught through the takli. Shall we leave them out 
altogether? No. we shall teach through the takli as much of 
these subjects as possible. The rest we must leave 
untouched... 
"I wish to say a few words regarding the self-
supporting aspect of education. Wherever the experiment has 
been tried, it has not been able to make education self-
supporting. In America, prof Dewey had a similar plan 
which was welcomed enthusiastically, he had to close down 
his school after a few years. America is a rich country where 
there is no scarcity of funds or state help. If the experiment 
could not succeed there, what hope of success has it in a 
poor country like ours? 
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You will say that we want self-supporting schools 
because we are poor... But there is a danger in 
overemphasising the self-supporting aspect of education. 
Teachers may become slave-drivers and exploit the labour of 
poor boys. If this happens, the takli will prove even worse 
than books. We shall be laying the foundations of hidden 
slavery in our country...'^ 
The detailed comment made by Zakir Husain led Gandhi to 
believe that a more cogent and appropriate shape to his ideas of 
providing mass education to the people of India could be realised 
with the help of this man called Zakir Husain. He nominated Zakir 
Husain as the president of the Committee of the whole Conference 
and asked him to draft the resolutions of the Conference. Zakir 
Husain, after due deliberations and in agreement with all the 
participants of the conference prepared four point resolutions 
which were approved by the Conference following day with just 
K.T. Shah dissenting from one of the resolutions. The resolutions 
of the Wardha National Education Conference, held on 22"^ " and 
23'' ' October 1937, were as follows: 
(1) That in the opinion of this Conference free and 
compulsory education be provided for seven years on a 
nation-wide scale. 
(2) That the medium of instruction be the mother-tongue. 
' M . Mujeeb, Dr. Zakir Husain, p-104-105 
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(3) That the Conference endorses the proposal made by 
Mahatma Gandhi that the process of education 
throughout this period should centre in some form of 
manual and productive work, and that all the other 
abilities to be developed or training to be given should, 
as far as possible, be integrally related to the central 
handicraft chosen with due regard to the environment of 
the child. 
(4) That the Conference expects that this system of 
education will be gradually able to cover the 
remuneration of the teachers.' 
After the Conference, a committee was constituted, with 
Zakir Husain as chairman, and members of the committee were, K. 
G. Saiyidain, Kishorlal Mashruwala, K.T. Shah, J.C. Kumarappa, 
Vinoba Bhave, Shrikrishnadas Jaju, Kaka Kalelkar, Shrimati Asha 
Devi and E.W. Aryanayakam as convener. 
The Zakir Husain committee report came out in 1938 with a 
forward of Gandhi who appreciated the efforts of the committee 
for bringing out a comprehensive document which he termed more 
correctly but much less attractive description to be the Rural 
National Education through village handicrafts. He further 
elaborated that Rural excluded the so called higher or English 
1 7 
education and National connoted the truth and non-violence. 
^''Basic National Education, Report of The Zakir Husain Committee, Hindustani Taiimi Sangh, 
Segaon, ( Wardha 1938 )p.3. 
"lbid.,p.l. 
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The Zakir Husain committee report began with a note on the 
existing education system which stated the counter-productive 
nature of the existing system of education. In the past it had failed 
to meet the most urgent and pressing needs of the national life and 
the nation was in dire need for a replacement of the present system 
of education by a more constructive and human system. The report 
prepared the principles and objectives of the scheme based on the 
resolutions of Wardha Conference and a in the light of all the 
deliberations it prepared a detailed syllabus for the children of 
India as atruly national system of education for their overall 
development.'^ The effort of Mahatma Gandhi to connect the 
education with Indian society took a concrete shape with the 
launch of the scheme of Basic National Education. The scheme 
authored by Zakir Husain was now synonymous with nationalism 
and Jamia Millia Islamia accepted and advanced this well thought 
and long drawn educational thought process of Gandhi than any 
other institution.'^ Jamia became an active centre in spreading the 
Wardha Scheme. Jamia started book bank project, Village project 
'^  See Basic National Education, Report of The Zakir Husain Committee, Hindustani Talimi 
Sangh, Segaon, ( Wardha 1938 ) for the details of the principles, objectives and Syllabus. 
URL: http;//www.dli.gov.in/ 
"Krishna Kumar, Political Agenda of Education , A Study of Colonialist and Nationalist Ideas, ( 
Delhi, 2005) p. 131. 
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and Sabzi Mandi Project. The programmes of health and hygiene, 
weaving, soap making and carpentry were started and vocational 
training and school education became the areas of special attention 
in the wake of the Wardha Scheme. Soon, the Teacher's Training 
Institute was established in Jamia on 4'^  August 1938, undertaking 
the responsibility of training the teachers on the lines of the needs 
to impart education as envisaged in the Basic National Education. 
The Hindustani Talimi Sangh began to give a grant of Rs. 3000 a 
year to the Teacher's Training Institute of Jamia. 
It was, therefore, a historical accident that Zakir Husain was 
invited at Wardha and expressed his thoughts in front of Gandhi 
who subsequently made him the president of Hindustani Talimi 
Sangh. The deliberations and decisions at Wardha added a new 
dimensions as the entire country came to know of Zakir Husain's 
ability and commitment towards national education in general and 
basic education in particular. During the course of propagating the 
gospel of basic education, Zakir Husain made Jamia Millia Islamia 
acquainted with a larger section of Indian society at a time when 
Jamia was constantly struggling to remain in existence. 
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After the death of M.A. Ansari, Abdul Majid Khwaja 
became the chancellor in May 1938. Up till now the functioning of 
Jamia was based on the small contribution of Anjuman Talime 
Milli of which Jamia was a part. By now, the activities of Jamia 
had increased to a greater extent, therefore, it was decided that the 
society should be exclusively for Jamia. Thus, a new constitution 
was framed and the name of the society was changed from 
Anjuman Talime Milli to Jamia Millia Islamia Society. The new 
society was registered on 4"^  June 1939. Some significant aims and 
objectives of the Society were as follows: 
(l)The name of the Society shall be "Jamia Millia Islamia, 
Delhi" 
(2) The objects of the Society shall be:-
To promote and provide for the religious and secular 
education of Indians and particularly of Muslims, in 
conformity with sound principles of education and in 
consonance with the needs of national life,and to that end to 
establish, maintain and control suitable educational 
institutions.... 
(3) In the discharge of its functions and in...of its objects 
the society shall be guided by the following basic principles:-
(i) It shall be an autonomous educational body and shall 
allow no interference by the Government or by any 
outside organization in the framing, amending or 
changing of its constitution, its regulation and by-
laws, and in the determination of its courses of 
studies; 
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(ii) It shall accept no aid given on conditions on 
conditions that conflict with any of its aims or 
principles; 
(iii) The normal medium of instruction in all stagesof 
education in all the institutions run or controlled by 
the Society shall be Urdu, but in special cases 
instruction may be given in other languages; 
(iv) It shall promote friendly understanding and mutual 
appreciation among the various Indian communities.^*^ 
In the wake of the resignation of Congress ministry in 
states, emerging political landscape became precarious for the 
nationalist forces in general and for Zakir Husain and Jamia in 
particular. The situation was averse to the educational ideals of 
Zakir Husain of which Jamia was a model institution. The 
increasing influence of Muslim League could have led to the 
decrease of Jamia's acceptability among the Muslims owing to its 
strong nationalist credentials. However, the continued and untiring 
efforts of Zakir Husain and friends bore the fruits as they 
successfully neutralized the impact of negative approach of the 
Muslim League towards Jamia. During the early forties, the 
income of Jamia from its sympathisers kept on increasing. 
Although the increase was marginal, it was a welcome 
development for those who were taking Jamia towards stability. 
"Constitution of The Jamia Millialslamia. 1950. JMIA, New Delhi. 
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From henceforward, the future of Jamia was largely 
predictable as the optimism surfaced with the fact that for the 
first time the budget of Jamia recorded some savings which was 
to be utilized for repaying the debt of heavily indebted Jamia. 
Paucity of resources was only with regard to insufficient 
financial grants while academic and educational life was efficient 
owing to Zakir Husain and his committed staff. 
This was the time when a firm belief cropped up that Jamia 
was going to stay and the chief motivator of the 
institutionpronounced it. Zakir Husain asserted: 
Like other institutions, Jamia will keep on functioning and 
no one will ever think of closing it down. 
He provided a gist of all his works for Jamia in the words // 
any national service were to be done with good intentions, thinking 
it to be God's work...he would extend helping hand. 
However, it was not all without its side effects for him. 
Zakir Husain's health, following continues activities and travelling 
showed signs of alert as diabetes problem needed to be checked. 
^"Ziaul Hasan Faruqi, Quest For Truth, p. 131. 
-^Speech at Silver Jubilee, 1?"'November 1946, JMIA, New Delhi. 
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[5.2] Silver Jubilee of Jamia: A Dream Come True 
The idea of the Silver Jubilee of Jamia acquired great significance 
as celebrations and ceremonies were not the words and phrases 
commonly heard in Jamia Millia Islamia. In 1944, it was 
envisaged that Silver Jubilee of Jamia would be celebrated in the 
end of 1945 when Jamia would be completing its 25 years of 
existence, of existence. Although, it was seldom perceived that 
Jamia would ever see this day following a prolonged span of 
turbulent times, coming to terms with the fact that institution was 
on the verge of completing twenty five years, a sense of 
accomplishment prevailed and it was decided that a grand 
celebration would take place following an extensive fund raising 
campaign.Bombay was chosen as destination to begin the fund 
raising programme. A substantial sum of rupees 1.75 lacs was 
raised in Bombay and from there Zakir Husain left for Rampur 
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where he received RupeesOne Lac from Nawab Rampur and 
another 50,000/- from the people of Rampur. He also visited 
Hydrabad where he was invited on launch by the Prime Minister 
of Nizam Hydrabad, Sir Mirza Ismail and at this occasion he was 
presented a cheque of Rs. Five Lacs. The final date of the 
celebration was decided to be held from 15-18 November 1946 as 
the earlier date of March 1946 was postponed due to the general 
elections in the same period. The Silver Jubilee of Jamia was well 
crafted event which began on 15 of November with flag hosting 
of the institution and the inauguration of educational exhibition. 
The educational exhibition was attendedby important persons of 
Delhi which included Field-Marshal Auchinlech, Fatima Jinnah, 
sister of M.A. Jinnah and others. Zakir Husain wanted to bring 
together the leadership of the Congress and the League on this 
occasion. He met Jinnah in this regard but the response was 
negative as Jinnah refused to be a part of any occasion or event 
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which was proposed or supported by the Congress. However, he 
changedhis mind and informed Zakir Husain that he would attend 
the Silver Jubilee Function. This change of heart was perhaps 
owing to the insistence of his sister Fatima who had visited the 
educational exhibition at Jamia and found a commendable effort 
of Zakir Husain and his team towards a good cause. On 17"^  of 
November, the Silver Jubilee celebrations were marked with the 
historical rarityof witnessing Congress and League leaders 
together at a time when partition was imminent and sense of 
discord had strongly prevailed among them. This was, perhaps 
the last attempt, for a rapprochement when Zakir Husain made an 
earnest appeal on this very day to save the country. This special 
session of Silver Jubilee was presided by Nawab Hameedullah 
Khan, ruler of Bhopal and those present on the dais included 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Abul Kalam Azad, Asaf Aii and C. 
Rajgopalachari from the Congress and Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
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with his sister Fatima and his right hand man, Liaquat Ali Khan 
from the League. It was mainly due to Zakir Husain's ability that 
at this juncture the leaders of League and Congress shared the 
dais. He delivered a memorable speech while presenting the 
report containing the jest of Jamia's twenty five years. After 
tracing history of Jamia, in a very eloquent speech, he thanked 
Jinnah and Azad and he showed sense of gratitude for Nehru and 
other ministers of the Government of India for despite their busy 
schedule they found time to be here. He further expressed: 
I wish to take advantage of your presence here to 
convey to you with deepest sorrow the sentiments of 
those engaged in educational work. The fire of mutual 
hatred which is ablaze in this country marks our work 
of laying out and tending gardens appear as sheer 
madness. This fire is scorching the very earth I which 
nobility and humanity are bred; how can the flowers of 
virtuous and balanced personalities be made to grow on 
it? ...An Indian poet has said that every child that is 
bom bring with it the massage that God has not 
ahogether despaired of mankind, but has human nature 
in our country so lost hope in itself that it wants to 
crush these blossoms even before they have opened.? 
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"For God's sake put your heads together and extinguish 
this fire!of hatred. This is not the time to investigate 
and deteraiine who hghted this fire. The fire is blazing; 
it has to be put out.It is not a question of the survival of 
this nation or that nation, it is question of choosing 
between civilized human life and savagery of wild 
beasts. For God's sake do not allow the very 
foundations of civilised life in this country to be 
destroyed as they are being destroyed now." • 
Thus, Zakir Husain delivered this memorable speech, termed by 
his friends as one of the best speeches of his career and widely seen as 
the last and hopeless appeal in the wake of the complete failure of any 
understanding between the Congress and the League to reconsider the 
aspects of partifioning of India. 
'•' Twenty Years of Jamia, Report presented at the special session of the Silver Jubilee Session, 
held on 17"* November 1946, Jamia Millia Islaniia, JMl A, New Delhi. 
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[5.2] At the Threshold of Independence: Jamia in 1947 
Independence began to be a vision of reality when India 
ushered into 1947.Jamia as an educational institution had a major 
task to undertake since education being a crucial component of 
nation building,needed to be given a facelift immediately after 
independence. Gandhi as a mentor of Jamia from its inception, 
hinted to the would-be leaders of independent India on numerous 
occasions that Jamia's development should be on priority and it 
would be a premier institution of future India. He was all in praise 
when he referred the students and teachers of Jamia in his speech 
at a prayer meeting in Delhi on 4"^  of April 1947. He termed them 
like an oasis in the sahara.^'^as oasis in serious affairecame visible 
situation changed 
It was April 22"^ ^ 1947 when Gandhi was delivering a speech 
in a prayer meeting at Patna about NayeeTalim which was 
expected to be introduced in Congress ruled states. He shared his 
reminiscences of how Jamia Millia Islamia came into being during 
the non-cooperation movement of 1920. He acknowledged that it 
was Zakir Husain who made the difference. 
^^CWMG, vol. 94, p. 248, URL http://www.gandhiserve.org/cwmg/VOL094.PDF 
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....Zakir Saheb is all in all at the Jamia Millia. He has also 
received training abroad. Without his whole-hearted devotion the 
Jamia Millia could not be run as it is run now The Jamia Millia 
came into being during the Non-co-operation days, when we had 
called upon boys and girls to come out of their schools and 
colleges. During those days the trustees of the Aligarh Muslim 
University said that the students were free to leave the University 
if they wished. A large number of Muslim students then gave up 
studies. Then came the problem of their future. It was then that 
the Jamia Millia was bom. I also played some part in it.^ '^  
Gandhi's efforts in the sustenance of Jamia were far greater than 
the above mentioned statement that / also played some part in it. The 
cumulative efforts of nationalist leaders like Mohamed Ali, Ajmal khan 
M.A. Ansari and A.M Khwaja with the exemplary patronage of Gandhi 
and devotional works of Zakir Husain along with his friends, 
Muhammad Mujeeb and Abid Husain, led Jamia usher into the era of 
independent India. 
The existence of Jamia was not liked by proponents of Muslim 
separatism. Jinnah and his colleagues blamed Zakir Husain to had made 
Jamia a Hindu stronghold and criticized its syllabus to cultivate 
patriotism at the expense of the teaching of Islam. But Jamia believed in 
a firm foundation of a united Indian nationhood and paid a price for its 
"ibid., p. 363. 
174 
ideology of cultural and social integration. The active forces for a 
separate Muslim homeland portrayed Jamia in bad light, terming it a 
large factory of mass hinduaisation of the Muslims. '^' 
The post partition violence engulfed Jamia Millia Islamia too. Its 
establishments at Karol Bagh were attacked and destroyed and a few 
tragedies also occurred. Books worth several lakhs of rupees were burnt. 
The villages around the main Jamia campus at Okhla witnessed killing 
and looting by organised gangs who had threatened the peace loving 
Hindu villagers of dire consequences if they tried to save their Muslim 
neighbours and the people and properties of Jamia with which the Hindu 
and Muslim villagers had quite friendly relations. This perception of 
threat led the Government of independent India and the Delhi 
administration to keep a watchful eye on Jamia Millia and Okhla. Once 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime Minister, came at Jamia about midnight and 
stayed till the early hours of the morning for the inspection of the 
arrangements made for the protection of Jamia Millia Islamia. The 
Commander-in-Chief, General Cariappa brought a platoon of the Madras 
Regiment at Okhla railway station to provide a military guard to Jamia 
' Mushirul Hasan, Legacy of a Divided Nation: India's Muslims Since Independence (Delhi, 
1997) p. 240. 
" ' 'M. Mujeeb, Dr. Zakir Husain, p. 144. 
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colony. Such developments provided tremendous strength to Jamia's 
resolve to stand firm for a harmonious living." 
Gandhi, deprived of a free united India, refused to join the 
celebrations at the national capital and chose to remain in Calcutta where 
it was feared that the recurrence of the troubles of August 1946 could 
take place. He remained there till first week of September 1947, residing 
at the house of a Muslim, and ensured the peace between Hindus and 
Muslims following some communal outbursts which were controlled 
very soon when Gandhi declared he would fast till the conflict ended.^ ^ 
Calcutta saw a peaceful fime which Gandhi equated with the Khilafat 
days of 1920 when Hindus and Muslims were remarkably united in 
brotherhood.'^ ^ He was greatly concerned for Delhi and wanted to move 
there as position in Delhi was becoming critical. He was concerned for 
Jamia's safety too. When he reached Delhi on 9* September, he 
enquired about Jamia and Zakir Husain. 
Next day, he visited Jamia and met Zakir Husain. On this occasion 
he emphasized that he made good efforts in building this institution, 
definitely he made it clear that Jamia belonged to him and he kept it very 
" Mushirul Hasan, Legacy of a Divided Nation: India's Muslims Since Independence{De\W\, 
1997), p. 24. 
''^Uuma.yunKabk, Muslim Politics, 1942-7, inC.H. Philips (ed.), The Partition of India: 
Policies and Perspectives, 1935-1947, p. 404. 
'°CiVMG, vol. 96 p-235, URL: http://www.gandhiserve.org/c\vmg/VOL096.PDF 
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close to his heart.^' He met the refugees accommodated in Jamia 
Compound and talked to them. He met all the refugees in Delhi and 
asked Hindus Muslims and Sikhs to live in peace and harmony, the 
principles Jamia had been practicing since its inception. 
Jamia Millia Islamia began to contemplate its days as a privileged 
institution in independent India as education had long suffered at the 
hands of the British Government and an immediate compensation 
appeared to be a special attention to all nationalist educational 
institutions among which Jamia was the most prominent university. 
Moreover, the British system of higher education proved to be a carrier 
of Western culture which was termed by nationalists as alien oneand an 
immediate need was to introduce a truly national system of education 
which could be in consonance with the indigenous culture and tradition. 
The idea of the introduction of a new system of education contained the 
inherent notion that the existing educational system be scrapped in 
favour of therealisation of Gandhi's dream of creating an indigenous 
system of education for Indians which he aspired from the day he 
criticised British education in strongest words in the inaugural ceremony 
of Banaras Hindu University in 1915. 
'Ibid., p. 357. 
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The Prospects of an educational revolution in newly independent 
India largely contained the idea of a major lift up forJamia Millia 
Islamia. The benefactors, teachers, workers and students believed that 
independence would bring new status andprestige to the most 
independent and advanced national educational institution. 
He 
'^W.C. Smith. Modern Islam in India: A Social Analysis, (Lahore 1943) p. 147. 
I /» 
Conclusion 
I appealed to the students to leave their 
Government schools and colleges. The many years that 
have passed have left me utterly unrepentant for having 
asked those boys to come out of those institutions, and I 
am firmly of opinion that those who responded to the 
call served their land and I am sure the future historian 
of India will record their sacrifice with approval. 
M.K Gandhi, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, 1927 
Studying Jamia was a responsibility entrusted upon those 
who wish to pursue an investigative and exploratory study of the 
history of Indian freedom struggle, by no other than Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi, the father of the nation of independent 
India. 
The excerpts, therefore, from the speech of Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi provided credence for an extensive study of 
'Speech of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi at Jamia Millia Islamia, Young India, lO" 
November, 1927, Vol. IX, No. 44, http://babel.hathitrust.org, also in CWMG, 
vol. 40, p.335, URL: http://www.gandhiserve.org/cwmg/VOL040.PDF 
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the emergence and developments of Jamia Millia Islamia which 
challenged the very existence of a firmly established way to 
serve the needs of British interest through tailored educational 
pattern in India. 
The present study has tried to provide a perspective to the 
significance of Jamia Millia Islamia (National Muslim 
University) in the history of modern India. It symbolized the 
advent of well-defined national education within the structure of 
British educational system which was properly in place at 
Aligarh. The institution was born amidst political upsurge and 
attracted attention of almost whole of India, motivated a lot 
many educational institutions to grow nationalistic, thereby 
added a new dimension in the Khilafat Non-Cooperation 
Movement, widely believed to be the watershed in the history of 
the development of education in colonial India. It was Jamia 
which carried forward the cause of national education despite 
the ill fate of the movement from where it originated. A 
conclusion may be drawn from the present study that unlike 
previous occasions as in the case of Bengal, this unique 
institution survived and vociferously maintained by confronting 
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all odds, that its existence was not to seize following the 
collapse of Khilafat Non-Cooperation Movement. Jamia's 
continuity from 1920, the year of foremost mass mobilization, 
till the attainment of independence provided a stable resistance 
to nature and progress of colonial mode of education. 
This study has made efforts to ascertain the extent of 
influence laid on the course of national politics with the 
emergence of Jamia at Aligarh. The Khilafat-Non-Cooperation 
period of 1920 saw an unprecedented Hindu-Muslim unity and 
the nationalist Muslim leaders were working hand in hand with 
Gandhi to strengthen this tie. The struggle for independence had 
widened its support base by including the youth of India through 
challenging the colonial pattern of education and simultaneously 
offering to introduce the national education system. This was the 
time Indian youth were brought for the first time in the freedom 
struggle by Gandhi as he directly communicated to them on 
numerous occasions. The effect of Aligarh episode was 
considerable which subsequently increased the strength of the 
movement to a greater extent. 
II 
Gandhi and Ali Brothers decided to tour the country to 
apprise the people of India of the Khilafat wrongs of the British 
with the call to boycott Government courts and Government 
supported Educational institutions. 
The most illustrious event was the invitation, Gandhi and 
Ali Brothers received from the students of M.A.O. College of 
Aligarh to visit and persuade the students to transform the 
College into a National University. Gandhi deliberated the 
matter with Ali Brothers and decided in favour of taking 
initiative to ask the students to discard a defective system of 
education by responding to the call of national education. With 
this aim, the convoy reached Aligarh on 12 of October 1920 
from Muradabad. 
M.A.O. College got the distinction of positively 
responding to the call of boycott. A loyalist bastion got 
disintegrated and Jamia Millia came into existence. Historically, 
it took the lead in the efforts to promote the national education 
while Banaras and Calcutta extended lackluster response. 
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An important feature of the entire episode was the 
emergence of the practical opportunities for the nationalist 
forces to provide an education of their choice to the youth of 
India. 
Since the English educated Indians remained by and large 
loyal to the British during the revolt of 1857, the Colonial 
Government found it imperative to stress upon the British 
sponsored educational programme with English as the medium 
of instruction for the very purpose of providing sustenance to 
the British Rule. 
On the other hand, Mahatma Gandhi was contemplating 
the ways and means to counter this colonial design of taking this 
great help from the people of India. During the Course of the 
Khilafat-Non-Cooperation Movement, he challenged the 
Government sponsored educational institutions as evident from 
the preceding pages. Mahatma Gandhi wrote extensively 
nationwide criticizing the role of the Government educational 
institutions as the machinery to produce servants. 
He was ably supported by Mohamed AH, Ajmal Khan and 
M.A. Ansari for the promotion of national education that should 
be incorporated by all with full respect of the cultural and 
religious diversity of India. 
Jamia Millia Islamia was termed first of its kind since the 
success received at Aligarh remained unparalleled. The same 
appeal or national education and boycott of Government 
controlled educational institutions met with little success in 
Banaras Hindu University and elsewhere though a few national 
schools were opened and strikes were reported at the Calcutta 
Madarsa and the Government College, Lahore. Moreover 
Anjuman-i-Isalam, the governing body of Islamia College at 
Amritsar, refused to accept Government grant. However, Jamia 
occupied a prominent place as students from other institutions in 
the country showed eagerness to follow the footsteps of Aligarh 
students. The scenario was well reflected in the words of Nehru 
for Jamia as a ^lusty child of Non-Co-operation '. 
An important conclusion that could be drawn from this 
study is that the new existence, though widely believed to be 
temporary, communicated an exemplary massage of proceeding 
towards mainstream nationalism by means of education for 
strengthening the nationalist forces and that too by accepting 
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hardship and insecurity in the educational life of its students 
who joined a very meager setup at Jamia while earlier witnessed 
comfort and amenities as part of their educational activities at 
M.A.O College. The nationalism made its presence felt strongly 
at the educational world of Aligarh while this was not the case 
at other places in the country. 
Jamia had a rented building and twenty tents in the name of 
infrastructure and the classes were being held in open air while the 
M.A.O. College could boast o{' the annual grant from the British 
Government and states like Bhopal, Hydrabad amounting to Rs.l, 
55,200 and the enormous Government lands allotted to the College, 
yet the atmosphere in Jamia had its own story to tell. 
Jawaharlal Nehru witnessed this new existence from very 
close when he reached Aligarh the same week when Jamia came 
into existence. He found no regrets in the minds of around 
hundred students who knew that their institution could neither 
grant them degree nor could provide a job while studying in 
British Government's affiliated Institutions was in itself a 
passport to secure a Government job. Nehru found the leading 
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spirits of Jamia hard at work till long past midnight as the task 
ahead was to secure the future of the newly founded institution. 
It is evident that Jamia fulfilled the need of those who 
dreamt of studying for purely scholarly motives with 
nationalistic spirits. 
Through the Jamia platform, Mohamed Ali spread the 
scheme of National Muslim Education by publishing it in 
Comrade and sought the criticism from leading academicians. 
After the scrutiny of all the criticism the scheme of National 
Muslim Education and a detailed syllabi of studied at Jamia 
were prepared. The essential component of the proposed scheme 
was to develop an entire system of education in accordance with 
national characteristics and in consonance with Islamic 
sentiments. 
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Mohamed Ali, however, was not a strong advocate of the 
Jamia's continuance. At the outset, he visualized the M.A.O. 
College as a national institution since it was not his idea of 
having a separate one. This notion came to surface only when 
Zakir Husain asked for an alternative in case the authorities did 
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not relent to their demands. It is, therefore, noteworthy that very 
first spark of Jamie's coming into existence was the Zakir 
Husain's bold initiative to seek the assurance of an alternative to 
M.A.O. College. It was, however, the transfer of Jamia from 
Aligarh to Delhi led Mohamed Ali to come closer once again as 
Jamia away from Aligarh was acceptable than having both the 
institutions across each other. The Comrade and Hamdard wrote 
features for Jamia and Mohamed Ali took up afresh the fabrics 
of national Muslim education. 
On the other hand, Gandhi wished Jamia to be alive 
despite the fact that the collapse of the Khilafat-non-cooperation 
movement was to deprive the institution of money as well as all 
other required resources for its persistence. Moreover, Jamia at 
Aligarh was perceived a big threat to newly born Aligarh 
Muslim University by the loyalists while inside Jamia there was 
no conscious effort to stir the loyalist bastion despite the fact 
that Jamia was being looked down upon and authorities had 
asked the Aligarh Muslim University students in strict terms not 
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to have any tie with the non-cooperator students. Gandhi's 
efforts in Aligarh for educational non-cooperation were 
misrepresented as an anti-Muslim activity by the loyalist forces 
at Mao college. Although, Gandhi explained in detail that he did 
not intend such moves, this negative propaganda made Gandhi 
to keep his public profile a bit low regarding the affairs of Jamia 
till it was in Aligarh, but he took full care of the institution 
often sending people including Nehru and Azad to keep him 
apprised of the life at Jamia. Severe difficulties in running the 
institution at Aligarh in early 20's provided a blessings as 
Gandhi and Ajmal Khan rescued it from being closed down by 
transferring it to Delhi and strategically placing it away from 
Aligarh Muslim University. Jamia at Delhi meant to be a fresh 
endeavour in terms of infrastructure, teacher and taught 
resources and finances and this herculean task was accomplished 
by Gandhi and Ajmal khan. It was the historic statement of 
Gandhi of being ready to beg money for Jamia and Ajmal khan's 
Tibiyya College at Karol Bagh as Jamia's new abode realized 
the notion of a truly nationalist university in the capital city of 
colonial India. Moreover, the assurance given by Zakir Husain 
and his friends to serve Jamia selflessly after reaching India 
from Germany led Gandhi and Ajmal khan to heave a sigh of 
relief as there was a great hope of a proper nurturing of Jamia. 
Zakir Husain came back from Germany after completing 
his Ph.D. with two of his friends, Muhammad Mujeeb and Abid 
Husain and the trio immediately joined Jamia. It was a time of 
joy and relief that the first non-cooperator of M.A.O College 
who joined the National Muslim University by signing the 
register, Zakir Husain, had entered the premises straight from 
his arrival point and declared his resolve to lead the institution 
towards stability. Since then, February 1926, the Vice 
chancellor of Jamia, Zakir Husain, appeared to be the human 
face of Jamia. With the full patronage of Gandhi, he began to 
transform Jamia as a model institution of Indian nationalism. 
His life sketch after 1926 became synonym to the developments 
and progress of Jamia Millia Islamia. 
It was, however, the great resolve of nationalist leaders 
and their collective efforts mainly Gandhi, Ajmal Khan, M.A. 
Ansari and Zakir Husain that Jamia owed its remarkable 
survival. Despite paucity of funds, inadequate infrastructure, 
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and always under the threat of closure after the collapse of the 
Khilafat Movement, they rescued Jamia all the time when it 
reached on the verge of being closed down. 
It is, indeed interesting that despite stiff opposition from 
the British Government Jamia survived as it had people like 
Gandhi, who was always ready to come out with a beggars bowl 
to collect fund for Jamia. He consistently provided all possible 
help for the institution in various forms and means. Apart from 
taking care of financial resources, he managed teachers when 
Jamia needed, he talked and wrote extensively about Jamia in 
his political interviews and writings that helped Jamia in 
acquiring acceptability among masses as a national institution. 
An equal concern was shown by Zakir Husain who 
endeavoured to keep Jamia alive with the same spirit. He 
ensured that Jamia should not suspend its educational activities 
during political movements even for a while as it could lead to 
an uncertain situation as the fate of the political movements 
would lay greater impact on the future of the institution and in 
case of failure the task would be much difficult to open the 
institution afresh. The Civil Disobedience Movement was such 
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an occasion when Zakir Husain addressed his staff and students 
that Jamia's existence and its educational activities were a form 
of national movement and mass participation in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement would put the institution in jeopardy. 
He, therefore, asked them to join the Movement individually. 
Without drawing any comparison among the founders and 
saviours of Jamia, Zakir Husain's contributions for Jamia drove 
him closer in stature to the nationalist leaders like Gandhi, 
Mohamed Ali, Ajmal Khan and M.A. Ansari. He dominated the 
scene right from 1926 till the dawn of freedom and in plain 
words; he saved Jamia from near definite situation of getting 
closed down with the help of his fellow workers. 
The phase of financial instability started gradually fading 
away around 1934-35, when Jamia became financially sound due 
to the extra ordinary effort of the trio of Zakir Husain, 
Muhammad Mujeeb and Abid Husain and at the back the 
towering figure called Gandhi. The formation of a fund raising 
organization Hamdard Jamia appeared to be an innovative 
enterprise owing to its multi-faceted features as, apart from 
collecting money from the common people, it apprised them. 
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specifically the Muslims, of an institution which was both 
nationalistic as well as Islamic in its outlook, providing 
education to the people of lower stratum of society thereby 
pioneering the idea of mass education by providing them an 
opportunity to feel associated by simply donating from twenty 
five paisa to ten rupees. 
The doors of Jamia were open for everyone to join either 
as teacher or taught with the only one pre condition that one 
should not be loyal to the colonial masters but to the Indian 
nation in making, comprised of all region, religion, caste, creed 
and language. Those schools and colleges, having the same 
characteristics were affiliated to Jamia as parent institution. 
There was one common feature among them all was that the cost 
of providing education was minimal. 
Jamia's degrees were recognized in Germany, France and 
United States, thus, the institution was coming in touch with the 
wider world. 
The course of Jamia's development as an educational 
institution could be witnessed as an integral part of the struggle 
to attain independence from the colonial yoke as the freedom 
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Struggle was aimed at liberating India from the exploitative rule, 
while the movement for Jamia's sustenance was aimed at 
achieving educational autonomy which was too difficult to 
achieve had the members of Jamia community not been so 
sacrificial to save the institution. 
Gandhi believed that Hindu Muslim unity was essential 
for the integrity and future of India as a nation. This belief took 
a concrete shape in the form of Khilafat Non-Cooperation 
Movement. However, the remarkable Hindu Muslim alliance 
could not sustain for long in the aftermath of the Non-
Cooperation. Nevertheless, Jamia's inception as an outcome of 
this unity sustained longer than the general belief. Its progress 
and survival continued to show that pluralistic Indian society, a 
composite culture, peaceful co-existence and togetherness were 
not a dream but undeniable reality in the form and shape of 
Jamia. 
Gandhi made no secret of his love for Jamia Millia 
Islamia. He identified Jamia as a place of solace and comfort for 
himself This was the place which he termed as his home. 
• CWMG, Vol. 40, p. 336. URL: http.7/www.gandhiserve.org/cwmg/VOL040.PDF 
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During the entire course of the national movement he never got 
disconnected from the affairs of Jamia Millia Islamia and always 
came forward to rescue it from crisis. He expressed his desire 
that Jamia should be at the centre stage in the freedom struggle.^ 
His fourth son Devdas Gandhi remained in Jamia for quite a 
long time for teaching Hindi and popularizing khadi. His 
seventeen years old grandson, Rasiklal was studying in Jamia 
and he died due to illness there. Rasik was in Jamia to help his 
uncle Devdas Gandhi who was teaching spinning and Hindi in 
Jamia. In the wake of this tragedy, Mahatma Gandhi wrote; 
...his death has enabled me to come closer to 
musalman world... The principal and staff of the Jamia 
were never failing in their attention. My respectful thanks 
are due to them all... His was a death not to mourn but to 
envy . 
Gandhi asserted his belief time and again that Jamia heavily 
reinforced the forces fighting for freedom despite being small in 
size and number.^ When he published a memoriam in the wake of 
'lbid.,p.337. 
Young India, February 21, 1929. 
' Ibid. 
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the death of Ajmal Khan in Young India. He emphasized that both 
Hindu and Muslims should be interested in Jamia equally.^ 
Thus, among all nationalist upheavals for educational 
transformation of India during the freedom struggle, Aligarh 
episode stirred the entire nation in the midst of Khilafat Non-
Cooperation Movement. Jamia came into being as National 
Muslim University, it managed to survive despite all kind of 
hostilities from the British, indifference from a significant 
number of Indian population, acute financial shortage and 
uncertainties of political developments. No other institution of 
learning in colonial South Asia could claim such a rich and inspiring 
historical and cultural heritage of struggle for survival and existence 
than Jamia. 
Apart from being a significant force of freedom struggle, 
this study concludes that history of Jamia Millia Islamia 
specifically advances valuable insights into the national 
^ Young India, imnary 5, 1928. 
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reconstruction of education in India. Numerous national 
educational institutions came into existence during the Khilafat 
Non-Cooperation Movement, Jamia Millia Islamia played a 
pivotal role and occupied a prominent place in the history of 
modern India. 
* > ! « * 
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